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English translations begins on page 9 

 ה"המיוחס לאברהם אבינו ע  ספר יצירה
 פרק א

ה צבאות את עולמו "ה יהו"בשלשים ושתים נתיבות פליאות חכמה חקק י) א(
אלהי ישראל אלהים חיים ומלך עולם  -נוסח אחר (בשלשה ספרים בספר ספר וספור 

 ):ון שוכן עד וקדוש שמואל רחום וחנ

עשר ספירות בלי מה במספר עשר אצבעות חמש כנגד חמש וברית יחוד ) ב(
 :מכוונת באמצע במלת לשון ובמלת המעור

הבן בחכמה , עשר ספירות בלימה עשר ולא תשע עשר ולא אחת עשר) ג(
בחון בהם וחקור מהם והעמד דבר על בורייו והשב יוצר על , וחכם בבינה

 ):ואחרים גורסים וחקור ודע וחשוב מהם, ואית דגרסי והשב וחשוב. א ואית דגרסי ודע וחשוב"נ(. מכונו

ת ועומק "עומק ראשי, עשר ספירות בלימה מדתן עשר שאין להם סוף) ד(
ח ועומק "עומק מזר, ת"ם ועומק תח"עומק רו, ע"ב ועומק ר"עומק טו, ת"אחרי
, ך נאמן מושל בכולן"ל מל"ואדון יחיד א. ם"ן ועומק דרו"עומק צפו, ב"מער

 :ממעון קדשו ועד עדי עד

ודברו , עשר ספירות בלימה צפייתן כמראה הבזק ותכליתן אין להם סוף) ה(
 :ולמאמרו בסופה ירדופו ולפני כסאו הם משתחוים, בהן ברצוא ושוב

נעוץ סופן בתחילתן , עשר ספירות בלימה מדתן עשר שאין להם סוף) ו(
ולפני . שאדון יחיד הוא ואין שני לו. קשורה בגחלת ותחילתן בסופן כשלהבת

 :אחד מה אתה סופר

ואם רץ פיך לדבר , בלום פיך מלדבר ולבך מלהרהר, עשר ספירות בלימה) ז(
 :ועל דבר זה נכרת ברית. שלכך נאמר רצוא ושוב, ולבך להרהר שוב למקום

, מאז אחת רוח אלהים חיים חי עולמים נכון כסאו, עשר ספירות בלימה) ח(
לראשיתו , קול רוח ודבור זו רוח הקדש. ברוך ומבורך שמו תמיד לעולם ועד

 :אין חקר לתכליתו אין קצבה
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חקק וחצב בה עשרים ושתים אותיות יסוד שלש אמות , שתים רוח מרוח) ט(
וחקק וחצב בהן ארבע רוחות מזרח , ושבע כפולות ושתים עשרה פשוטות

 :הןורוח בכל אחת מ, ומערב צפון ודרום

, חקקן כמין ערוגה, שלש מים מרוח חקק וחצב בהן תהו ובהו רפש וטיט) י(
) א אפר"נ(סבבן כמין מעזיבה ויצק מים עליהן ונעשו עפר , הציבן כמין חומה

תהו זה קו ירוק שמקיף את , ואית דמסיימי. שנאמר כי לשלג יאמר הוי ארץ
מר ונטה עליה קו בוהו אלו אבנים מפולמות שממנו המים יוצאים שנא, העולם

 ):תהו ואבני בהו

ארבע אש ממים חקק וחצב בהן כסא הכבוד ואופנים ושרפים וחיות ) יא(
ומשלשתן יסד מעונו שנאמר עושה . הקדש ומלאכי השרת וכל צבא מרום

ולא מאשו הגדולה  -ואית דמסיימי הכי (מלאכיו רוחות משרתיו אש לוהט 
 ):שלא ישוו לאש אוכלה אש

 -בנדפס [בירר שלש אמות מן התפשטות  -א "נ, ום בסודחמש חתם ר) יב(
 :ו וחתם בהן שש קצוות"וקבען בשמו הגדול יה] הפשוטות

שבע , ה"שש חתם תחת פנה למטה וחתם ביו, ו"פנה למעלה וחתמו ביה) יג(
תשע פנה , י"שמנה פנה לאחוריו וחתם מערב בהו, ו"פנה לפניו וחתם מזרח בהי

 :י"עשר פנה לשמאל וחתם צפון בוה, ה"לימינו וחתם דרום בוי

שלש , שתים רוח מרוח, אחת רוח אלהים חיים, אלו עשר ספירות בלימה) יד(
תם (ושש קצוות רום תחת מזרח מערב צפון דרום , ארבע אש ממים, מים מרוח

 ):פרק ראשון

 פרק בפרק ב

 :ב פשוטות"שלש אמות ושבע כפולות וי, עשרים ושתים אותיות יסוד) א(

תולדות אויר , תולדות הארץ מים, תולדות השמים אש, ש"שלש אמות אמ) ב(
 :אש למעלה ומים למטה ורוח חק מכריע בנתיים. רוח

 :חק מכריע בנתיים' א, שורקת' ש, דוממת' מ, ש"שלש אמות אמ) ג(

 :יסודן כף זכות וכף חובה ולשון חק מכריע בנתיים, ש"שלש אמות אמ) ד(
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ן והמירן וצר בהן נפש כל היציר "ן צרפ"ן שקל"ן חצב"חקק, ב אותיות יסוד"כ) ה(
 :וכל העתיד לצור

קבועות בפה בחמש , חצובות ברוח, חקוקות בקול, ב אותיות יסוד"כ) ו(
גרון וחיך זה ישפיל וזה ירום (ק "ץ גיכ"ת זסשר"ף דטלנ"ע בומ"אחה, מקומות

 ):ושאר המוצאות הם באמצע לפיכך סדרם דרך האותיות הראשונות

סימן , חזר גלגל פנים ואחור, א שערים"ב אותיות יסוד קבועות בגלגל ברל"כ) ז(
 :ע"ג ואין ברעה למטה מנג"לדבר אין בטובה למעלה מענ

חוזרות ', עם כולן וכולן עם ב' ב', עם כולן וכולן עם א' כיצד שקלן והמירן א) ח(
, וצא מהםונמצא כל הדבור וכל היצור י, א שערים"נמצאו יוצאות ברל, חלילה

 :ונמצא כל היצור יוצא בשם אחד

עמודים ] ועשה -נוסח אחר [וחצב . ועשה את שאינו ישנו, יצר ממש מתהו) ט(
 :גדולים מאויר שאינו נתפס

צריך שנבאר , קודם שנעתיק ענין האלפא ביתות וקודם שנכנס בביאורם) י(
 ולזה נאמר כי מדת האותיות כמדת. טעם לענין האלפא ביתות ותמורתם

' א, כן האותיות כל אחת כלולה מכולם, הספירות כל אחת כלולה מכולם
וכמו שאל הספירות זה טעם . ב"כלולה מכ' ב וג"כלולה מכ' ב וב"כלולה מכ

ר כי תתייחד גבורה בגדולה מצד גדולה "קשרם וייחודם כדפרישית בספ
וחסד , ת עם החסד מצד החסד שבו"וכן הת, ת שבה"ת מצד הת"ועם הת, שבה

וכן ענין האותיות . ועל דרך זה לכל הספירות, גבורה מצד גבורה שבחסד עם
וזה טעם , ב מצד חלק אות ואות שבה"שכל אחת תתייחד ותתקשר עם כל הכ

' עם כולן וכולן עם ב' ב', עם כולן וכולן עם א' א שערים שהוא א"אל רל
' וב ,ף"שבאל' מצד חלק ב' עם ב' ומטעם שקשר זה כפול לשנים א. כדפרישית

מצד  -ף עם כולן "לזה כפל המשנה ואמר אל, ת"שבבי' ף מצד חלק א"עם אל
וכן ענין זה אל . שבכולן' מצד חלק א -ף "וכולן עם אל, ף"חלק כולן שבאל

 :הספירות

אל בת גש דר הק וצ זפ חע טס ינ כמ אב גת דש הר וק זצ חפ טע יס כנ ) יא(
הת וש זר חק טצ יפ כע לס למ אג דת הש ור זק חצ טפ יע כס לנ במ אד בג 

מנ אה בד ות זש חר טק יצ כפ לע מס גנ או בה גד זת חש טר יק כצ לפ מע 
נס אז בו גה חת טש יר כק לצ מפ נע דס אח בז גו דה טת יש כר לק מצ נפ 
סע אט בח גז דו ית כש לר מק נצ ספ הע אי בט גח דז הו כת לש מר נק סצ 

פ אל בכ גי דט הח וז מת נש סר עק עפ אכ בי גט דח הז לת מש נר סק עצ ו
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פצ אמ בל גכ די הט וח נת סש ער פק זצ אנ במ גל דכ הי וט זח סת עש פר 
צק אס בנ גמ דל הכ וי זט עת פש צר חק אע בס גנ דמ הל וכ זי חט פת צש 
קר אפ בע גס דנ המ ול זכ חי צת קש טר אצ בפ גע דס הנ ומ זל חכ טי קת 

טכ רת יש אר בק גצ דפ הע וס זנ חמ טל יכ  רש אק בצ גפ דע הס ונ זמ חל
שת אש בר גק דצ הפ וע זס חנ טמ יל כת את בש גר דק הצ ופ זע חס טנ ימ 

 :כל

 :מ"נ כ"ס י"ע ט"פ ח"צ ז"ק ו"ר ה"ש ד"ת ג"ל ב"א) יב(

 :מ"נ ל"ס כ"ע י"פ ט"צ ח"ק ז"ר ו"ש ה"ת ד"ב ג"א) יג(

 :מ"נ ב"ס ל"ע כ"פ י"ץ ט"ק ח"ר ז"ש ו"ת ה"ג ד"א) יד(

וסימן לדבר , צופה וממר ועושה את כל היצור ואת כל הדבור שם אחד) טו(
 ]:סליק פירקא. [ב חפצים וגוף אחד"כ

 פרק גפרק ג

ומהם , ש סוד גדול מופלא ומכוסה וחתום בשש טבעות"שלש אמות אמ) א(
 :זכר ונקבה) ומהותל בהן -נוסח אחר (יוצא אש ומים ורוח ומתחלקין 

ומהם נולדו אבות שמהם , ש"ם וא"ח ומי"רו, םש בעול"ושלש אמות אמ) ב(
 :נברא הכל

ארץ , שמים נבראו תחלה מאש, רוח ומים ואש, ש בעולם"שלש אמות אמ) ג(
 :אויר נברא מרוח מכריע בנתיים, נבראת ממים

, קור ממים, חום נברא מאש. ה"ם ורוי"ר וחו"קו, ש בשנה"שלש אמות אמ) ד(
 :רויה מרוח מכריע בנתיים

, בטן ממים, ראש נברא מאש. ה"ן וגוי"ש בט"רא, ש בנפש"מות אמשלש א) ה(
 :וגויה מרוח מכריע בנתיים

ושלש , ש חקקן חצבן צרפן יצר בהן שלש אמות בשנה"שלש אמות אמ) ו(
 :זכר ונקבה, ושלש בנפש, בעולם

, ר בעולם"וצרפן זה בזה וצר מהן אוי, ף ברוח וקשר לו כתר"המליך אל) ז(
 :מ"ש ונקבה באש"זכר באמ, זכר ונקבה, בנפש ה"גוי, ה בשנה"רוי
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, ץ בעולם"וצרפן זה בזה וצר בהן אר, במים וקשר לו כתר' המליך אות מ) ח(
 :א"ש ונקבה במש"זכר במא, זכר ונקבה, ן בנפש"ובט, ר בשנה"קו

ם "חו, ם בעולם"וצרפן זה בזה וצר בהן שמי, באש וקשר לו כתר' המליך ש) ט(
 :מ"א נקבה בשא"זכר בשמ, נקבהש בנפש זכר ו"רא, בשנה

 פרק דפרק ד

ם "ם שלו"יסודן חיי, ת מתנהגות בשתי לשונות"ד כפר"שבע כפולות בג) א(
 :ה"ע ממשל"ן זר"ר ח"ה עוש"חכמ

גבור , רך וקשה, ת"ר ת"פ ר"כ פ"ד כ"ג ד"ב ג"ומתנהגות בשתי לשונות ב) ב(
נוסח אחר [ע "ם ר"תמורת שלו, ת"ם מו"תמורת חיי, כפולות שהן תמורות, וחלש

, י"ר עונ"תמורת עוש, ת"אול] ה"חרוצ -נוסח אחר [ה "תמורת חכמ, ]ה"מלחמ -
 :ת"ה עבדו"תמורת ממשל, ה"ע שממ"תמורת זר, ר"ן כיעו"תמורת ח

שש צלעות . שבע ולא שמונה, שבע ולא שש, ת"ד כפר"שבע כפולות בג) ג(
מהן שש קצוות מעלה ומטה מזרח מערב , סדרים כנגד שבע קצוות לששה

' ברוך כבוד ה. והוא נושא את כולן, והיכל הקדש מכוון באמצע, צפון ודרום
 :ממקומו

ן וצר בהן "ן והמיר"ן שקל"ן צרפ"ן חצב"חקק, ת"ד כפר"שבע כפולות בג) ד(
ים ושבע ומהן חקק שבעה רקיע, ש"ה ושערים בנפ"ם וימים בשנ"ככבים בעול

 :ולפיכך חיבב השביעי תחת השמים, ארצות ושבע שבתות

ושבת , וצר בו שבתי בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ב) ה(
אבל הפירוש לא נמצא , כאן נמצא מחוק בספר הרב. [(ופה בנפש, בשנה
 )]:ולזה העתקתי אותו, מחוק

ואחד , וצר בו צדק בעולם ,וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ג) ו(
ומפני , גם משנה זו נמצאת מחוקה בספר הרב(ועין ימין בנפש , בשבת בשנה

 ):הפירוש גם כן שלא נמצא מחוק העתקתיה

 ]:'המליך וכו -נוסח אחר [' וכו' המליך אות ד) ז(

, וצר בו שבתי בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ב', ב) ה(
 :בנפש ופה, ושבת בשנה
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ואחד , וצר בו צדק בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ג', ג) ו(
 :ועין ימין בנפש, בשבת בשנה

, וצר בו מאדים בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ד', ד) ז(
 :ועין שמאל בנפש, ושני בשבת בשנה

, וצר בו חמה בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות כ', כ) ח(
 :ואף ימין בנפש, ושלישי בשבת בשנה

, וצר בו נוגה בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות פ', פ) ט(
 :ואף שמאל בנפש, ורביעי בשבת בשנה

, וצר בו כוכב בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ר', ר) י(
 :ואזן ימין בנפש, וחמישי בשבת בשנה

, וצר בו לבנה בעולם, וקשר לו כתר וצרפן זה עם זה' המליך אות ת', ת) א"י(
 :ואזן שמאל בנפש, וששי בשבת בשנה

 פרק הפרק ה

ה "ה שמיע"יסודן ראי. ק"ס עצ"י לנ"ז חט"הו, ב פשוטות באותיות ואלו הן"י) א(
 :ה"ר שינ"ק הרהו"ז שחו"ך רוג"ה הילו"ש מעש"ה תשמי"ח לעיט"ח שי"רי

גבול , ב גבולי אלכסון מפוצלין לששה סדרים מפסיקין בין רוח לרוח"י) ב(
גבול מערבית . גבול מזרחית תחתית, גבול מזרחית רומית, מזרחית דרומית

גבול , גבול צפונית מזרחית. גבול מערבית תחתית, גבול מערבית רומית, צפונית
דרומית  גבול, גבול דרומית מערבית. גבול צפונית תחתית, צפונית רומית

 :גבול דרומית תחתית, רומית

וצר , חקקן חצבן צרפן שקלן המירן. א"ב ולא י"י, ג"ב ולא י"י, ב פשוטות"י) ג(
 :בהן מזלות וחדשים ומנהיגים

שנים , שנים נועצים, שנים עליזים, שנים עליצים, שנים לועזים, שנים לועסים) ד(
כמין ] ערכן -אחר  נוסח[עשאן , עשאן כמין מריבה. שנים ציידים, טורפים
 :גם את זה לעומת זה, מלחמה

ה "טל, ב מזלות ואלו הן"חקקן חצבן צרפן וצר בהן י, ב אותיות פשוטות"י) ה(
. ם"י דגי"י דל"ת גד"ב קש"ם עקר"ה מאזני"ה בתול"ן ארי"ם סרט"ר תאומי"שו
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ן "י חשו"ל תשר"ב אלו"ז א"ן תמו"ר סיו"ן איי"ניס, ב חדשים בשנה"ואלו הם י
ם שתי "שתי ידי, ואלו הן שנים עשר מנהיגים בנפש. ר"ט אד"ת שב"ו טב"כסל
ואית דמסיימי [ל "ן וטחו"ה קרקב"ס קיב"ה המס"ד מר"ת כב"ם שתי כליו"רגלי

 ]:כדלעיל' הכא עשאן כמין מריבה וכו

ה "ב אותיות שבהם יסד י"אלו כ, ב פשוטות"שלש אמות שבע כפולות י) ו(
י ישראל אל שדי רם ונשא שוכן עד מרום ת אלהים חיים אלה"ה צבאו"יהו

 :וקדוש שמו

ומעידין על האל כי , וכל אחד ואחד לבדו עומד, עדים נאמנים שלשה הם) ז(
 :ש"ה נפ"ם שנ"עול, ואלו הן. הוא אחד ואין לו שני

 פרק ופרק ו

. ב גבולי אלכסונין"וי, ושבעה כובשין וצבאותיהן, שלשה אבות ותולדותיהם) א(
 :מנים עולם שנה נפשוראיה לדבר עדים נא

י "ב מזלות ופקידין בתל"חק עשרה שלשה ושבעה וי, חיצה את העדים) ב(
 :ב"ל ול"גלג

וסימן לדבר , אש למעלה ומים למטה ורוח בנתיים, שלשה אש ומים ורוח) ג(
 :שהאש נושאה את המים

לב בנפש כמלך , גלגל בשנה כמלך במדינה, תלי בעולם כמלך על כסאו) ד(
כללו של דבר מקצת אלה מצטרפין עם אלה  -ת דמסיים הכי ואי. [במלחמה

 ]:ואם אין אלו אין אלו, אלו כנגד אלו, ואלו תמורת אלו

רע , טוב מטוב. טוב לעומת רע, גם כל חפץ זה לעומת זה ברא האלהים) ה(
טוב גנוז לצדיקים ורע . ורע מבחין את הטוב, טוב מבחין את הרע. מרע

 :לרשעים

שלש מול שלש ואחד , שבעה חלוקים. אחד אחד לבדו עומדשלשה ) ו(
שלשה , שלשה אוהבים שלשה שונאים, ב עומדים במלחמה"י. מכריע ביניהם

 :ואל מלך נאמן מושל בכולן ממעון קדשו, מחיים שלשה ממתים

וכולן , ושבעה על גבי שנים עשר, ושלש על גבי שבעה, אחד על גבי שלש) ז(
 :אדוקים זה בזה
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ה והביט וראה וחקר והבין "אברהם אבינו ע] שראה -א "נ[ן שצפה וכיו) ח(
נגלה אליו אדון הכל הושיבו בחיקו ונשקו , וחקק וחצב וצרף ויצר ועלתה בידו

קראו אוהבו ושמו בשמו וכרת לו ברית לו ולזרעו עד ] על ראשו -א "נ[בראשו 
צבעות כרת לו ברית בין עשר א. ויחשבה לו צדקה' והאמין בה' עולם שנאמ

. כרת לו ברית בין עשר אצבעות ידיו והוא ברית לשון, רגליו והוא ברית מילה
לו ] וחמקו וגילה -א "נ[והמקום גילה , קשר עשרים ושתים אותיות בלשונו

] בשלהבת -א "נ[משכם במים דלקם באש רעשם ברוח בערם בשבעה . סודו
 ]:'נ'ד'א -א "נ. [ג"אד. ב מזלות"נהגם בי
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Sefer Yetzirah  

"The Book of Formation" 
 
(Translated from the Hebrew by Wm. Wynn Westcott, first published in 1887)  

Contents:  
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Chapter 4 
Chapter 5 
Chapter 6 
The fifty Gates of Intelligence 
The thirty-two Paths of Wisdom 
Notes to the Sepher Yetzirah  

CHAPTER I  

Section 1. In thirty-two (1) mysterious Paths of Wisdom did Jah, (2) the Jehovah of 
hosts, (3) the God of Israel, (4) the Living Elohim, (5) the King of ages, the 
merciful and gracious God, (6) the Exalted One, the Dweller in eternity, most high 
and holy--engrave his name by the three Sepharim (7) --Numbers, Letters, and 
Sounds.(8)  

2. Ten are the ineffable Sephiroth. (9) Twenty-two are the Letters, the Foundation 
of all things; there are Three Mothers, Seven Double and Twelve (10) Simple 
letters.  

3. The ineffable Sephiroth are Ten, as are the Numbers; and as there are in man five 
fingers over against five, so over them is established a covenant of strength, by 
word of mouth, and by the circumcision of the flesh. (11)  

4. Ten is the number of the ineffable Sephiroth, ten and not nine, ten and not eleven. 
Understand this wisdom, and be wise by the perception. Search out concerning it, 
restore the Word to its creator, and replace Him who formed it upon his throne. (12)  

5. The Ten ineffable Sephiroth have ten vast regions bound unto them; boundless in 
origin and having no ending; an abyss (13) of good and of ill; measureless height 
and depth; boundless to the East and the West; boundless to the North and South; 
(14) and the Lord the only God, (15) the Faithful King rules all these from his holy 
seat, (16) for ever and ever.  
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6. The Ten ineffable Sephiroth have the appearance of the Lightning flash, (17) 
their origin is unseen and no end is perceived. The Word is in them as they rush 
forth and as they return, they speak as from the whirl-wind, and returning fall 
prostrate in adoration before the Throne.  

7. The Ten ineffable Sephiroth, whose ending is even as their origin, are like as a 
flame arising from a burning coal. For God (18) is superlative in his Unity, there is 
none equal unto Him: what number canst thou place before One.  

8. Ten are the ineffable Sephiroth; seal up thy lips lest thou speak of them, and 
guard thy heart as thou considerest them; and if thy mind escape from thee bring it 
back to thy control; even as it was said, "running and returning" (the living 
creatures ran and returned) (19) and hence was the Covenant made.  

9. The ineffable Sephiroth give forth the Ten numbers. First; the Spirit of the God 
of the living; (20) Blessed and more than blessed be the Living God (21) of ages. 
The Voice, the Spirit, and the Word, (22) these are the Holy Spirit.  

10. Second; from the Spirit He produced Air, and formed in it twenty-two sounds--
the letters; three are mothers, seven are double, and twelve are simple; but the Spirit 
is first and above these. Third; from the Air He formed the Waters, and from the 
formless and void (23) made mire and clay, and designed surfaces upon them, and 
hewed recesses in them, and formed the strong material foundation. Fourth; from 
the Water He formed Fire (24) and made for Himself a Throne of Glory with 
Auphanim, Seraphim and Kerubim, (25) as his ministering angels; and with these 
three (26) he completed his dwelling, as it is written, "Who maketh his angels 
spirits and his ministers a flaming fire." (27)  

11. He selected three letters from among the simple ones and sealed them and 
formed them into a Great Name, I H V, (28) and with this He sealed the universe in 
six directions.  

Fifth; He looked above, and sealed the Height with I H V.  

Sixth; He looked below, and sealed the Depth with I V H.  

Seventh; He looked forward, and sealed the East with H I V.  

Eighth; He looked backward, and sealed the West with H V I.  

Ninth; He looked to the right, and sealed the South with V I H.  

Tenth; He looked to the left, and sealed the North with V H I.  

http://dailyzohar.com/


http://DailyZohar.com 

12. Behold! From the Ten ineffable Sephiroth do, proceed--the One Spirit of the 
Gods of the living, Air, Water, Fire; and also Height, Depth, East, West, South and 
North. (29)  

Zurück  

CHAPTER II  

Section 1. The twenty-two sounds and letters are the Foundation of all things. Three 
mothers, seven doubles and twelve simples. The Three Mothers are Aleph, Mem 
and Shin, they are Air, Water and Fire Water is silent, Fire is sibilant, and Air 
derived from the Spirit is as the tongue of a balance standing between these 
contraries which are in equilibrium, reconciling and mediating between them.  

2. He hath formed, weighed, and composed with these twenty-two letters every 
created thing, and the form of everything which shall hereafter be.  

3. These twenty-two sounds or letters are formed by the voice, impressed on the air, 
and audibly modified in five places; in the throat, in the mouth, by the tongue, 
through the teeth, and by the lips. (31)  

4. These twenty-two letters, which are the foundation of all things, He arranged as 
upon a sphere with two hundred and thirty-one gates, and the sphere may be rotated 
forward or backward, whether for good or for evil; from the good comes true 
pleasure, from evil nought but torment.  

5. For He shewed the combination of these letters, each with the other; Aleph with 
all, and all with Aleph; Beth with all, and all with Beth. Thus in combining all 
together in pairs are produced the two hundred and thirty-one gates of knowledge. 
(32)  

6. And from the non-existent (33) He made Something; and all forms of speech and 
everything that has been produced; from the empty void He made the material 
world, and from the inert earth He brought forth everything that hath life. He 
hewed, as it were, vast columns out of the intangible air, and by the power of His 
Name made every creature and everything that is; and the production of all things 
from the twenty-two letters is the proof that they are all but parts of one living body. 
(34)  

Zurück  

CHAPTER III  

Section 1. The Foundation of all the other sounds and letters is provided by the 
Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin; they resemble a Balance, on the one hand 
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the guilty, on the other hand the purified, and Aleph the Air is like the Tongue of a 
Balance standing between them. (35)  

2. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, are a great Mystery, very admirable 
and most recondite, and sealed as with six rings; and from them proceed Air, Fire, 
and Water, which divide into active and passive forces. The Three Mothers, Aleph, 
Mem and Shin, are the Foundation, from them spring three Fathers, and from these 
have proceeded all things that are in the world.  

3. The Three Mothers in the world are Aleph, Mem and Shin: the heavens (36) were 
produced (37) from Fire; the earth from the Water; and the Air from the Spirit is as 
a reconciler between the Fire and the Water.  

4. The Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are shown in the 
Year: from the fire came heat, from the waters came cold, and from the air was 
produced the temperate state, again a mediator between them. The Three Mothers, 
Aleph, Mem and Shin, Fire, Water and Air, are found in Man: from the fire was 
formed the head; from the water the belly; and from the air was formed the chest, 
again placed as a mediator between the others.  

5. These Three Mothers did He produce and design, and combined them; and He 
sealed them as the three mothers in the Universe, in the Year and in Man--both 
male and female. He caused the letter Aleph to reign in Air and crowned it, and 
combining it with the others He sealed it, as Air in the World, as the temperate 
(climate) of the Year, and as the breath in the chest (the lungs for breathing air) in 
Man: the male with Aleph, Mem, Shin, the female with Shin, Mem, Aleph. He 
caused the letter Mem to reign in Water, crowned it, and combining it with the 
others formed the earth in the world, cold in the year, and the belly in man, male 
and female, the former with Mem, Aleph, Shin, the latter with Mem, Shin, Aleph. 
He caused Shin to reign in Fire, and crowned it, and combining it with the others 
sealed with it the heavens in the universe, heat in the year and the head in man, 
male and female. (38)  

Zurück  

CHAPTER IV  

Section 1. The Seven double letters, Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Peh, Resh, and Tau 
have each two sounds associated with them. They are referred to Life, Peace, 
Wisdom, Riches, Grace, Fertility and Power. The two sounds of each letter are the 
hard and the soft--the aspirated and the softened. They are called Double, because 
each letter presents a contrast or permutation; thus Life and Death; Peace and War; 
Wisdom and Folly; Riches and Poverty; Grace and Indignation; Fertility and 
Solitude; Power and Servitude.  
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2. These Seven Double Letters point out seven localities; Above, Below, East, 
West, North, South, and the Palace of Holiness in the midst of them sustaining all 
things.  

3. These Seven Double Letters He designed, produced, and combined, and formed 
with them the Planets of this World, the Days of the Week, and the Gates of the 
soul (the orifices of perception) in Man. From these Seven He bath produced the 
Seven Heavens, the Seven Earths, the Seven Sabbaths: for this cause He has loved 
and blessed the number Seven more than all things under Heaven (His Throne).  

4. Two Letters produce two houses; three form six; four form twenty-four; five 
form one hundred and twenty; six form seven hundred and twenty; (39) seven form 
five thousand and forty; and beyond this their numbers increase so that the mouth 
can hardly utter them, nor the ear hear the number of them. So now, behold the 
Stars of our World, the Planets which are Seven; the Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon, 
Saturn, Jupiter and Mars. The Seven are also the Seven Days of Creation; and the 
Seven Gateways of the Soul of Man--the two eyes, the two ears, the mouth and the 
two nostrils. So with the Seven are formed the seven heavens, (41) the seven earths, 
and the seven periods of time; and so has He preferred the number Seven above all 
things under His Heaven. (42)  

Supplement to Chapter IV  

NOTE.--This is one of several modern illustrations of the allotment of the Seven 
Letters; it is not found in the ancient copies of the "Sepher Yetzirah."  

He produced Beth, and referred it to Wisdom ; He crowned it, combined and 
formed with it the Moon in the Universe, the first day of the week, and the right eye 
of man.  

He produced Gimel, and referred it to Health; He crowned it, combined and joined 
with it Mars in the Universe, the second day of the week, and the right ear of man.  

He produced Daleth, and referred it to Fertility; He crowned it, combined and 
formed with it the Sun in the Universe, the third day of the week, and the right 
nostril of man.  

He produced Kaph, and referred it to Life; He crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Venus in the Universe, the fourth day of the week, and the left eye of man.  

He produced Peh, and referred it to Power; He crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Mercury in the Universe, the fifth day of the week, and the left ear of man.  

He produced Resh, and referred it to Peace; He crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Saturn in the Universe, the sixth day of the week, and the left nostril of man.  
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He produced Tau, and referred it to Beauty; He crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Jupiter in the Universe, the Seventh Day of the week, and the mouth of man.  

By these Seven letters were also made seven worlds, seven heavens, seven earths, 
seven seas, seven rivers, seven deserts, seven days, seven weeks from Passover to 
Pentecost, and every seventh year a Jubilee.  

Mayer Lambert gives:--Beth to Saturn and the Hebrew Sabbath--that is Saturday; 
Gimel to Jupiter and Sunday; Daleth to Mars and Monday; Kaph to the Sun and 
Tuesday; Peh to Venus and Wednesday; Resh to Mercury and Thursday; and Tau to 
the Moon and Friday.  

Zurück  

CHAPTER V  

1. The Twelve Simple Letters are Héh, Vau, Zain, Cheth, Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun, 
Samech, Oin, Tzaddi and Qoph; (43) they are the foundations of these twelve 
properties: Sight, Hearing, Smell, Speech, Taste, Sexual Love, Work, Movement, 
Anger, Mirth, Imagination, (44) and Sleep. These Twelve are also allotted to the 
directions in space: North-east, South-east, the East above, the East below, the 
North above, the North below, the South-west, the Northwest, the West above, the 
West below, the South above, and the South below; these diverge to infinity, and 
are as the arms of the Universe.  

2. These Twelve Simple Letters He designed, and combined, and formed with them 
the Twelve celestial constellations of the Zodiac, whose signs are Teth, Shin, Tau, 
Samech, Aleph, Beth, Mem, Oin, Qoph, Gimel, Daleth, and Daleth. (45) The 
Twelve are also the Months of the Year: Nisan, (46) Yiar, Sivan, Tamuz, Ab, Elul, 
Tishri, Hesvan, Kislev, Tebet, Sabat and Adar. The Twelve are also the Twelve 
organs of living creatures: (47) the two hands, the two feet, the two kidneys, the 
spleen, the liver, the gall, private parts, stomach and intestines.  

He made these, as it were provinces, and arranged them as in order of battle for 
warfare. And also the Elohim (48) made one from the region of the other.  

Three Mothers and Three Fathers; and thence issue Fire, Air and Water. Three 
Mothers, Seven Doubles and Twelve Simple letters and sounds.  

3. Behold now these are the Twenty and Two Letters from which Jah, Jehovah 
Tzabaoth, the Living Elohim, the God of Israel, exalted and sublime, the Dweller in 
eternity, formed and established all things; High and Holy is His Name.  

Supplement to Chapter V  
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NOTE.--This is a modern illustration of the allotment of the Twelve Letters; it is 
not found in the ancient copies of the "Sepher Yetzirah."  

1. God produced Hé predominant in Speech, crowned it, combined and formed with 
it Aries in the Universe, Nisan in the Year, and the right foot of Man.  

2. He produced Vau, predominant in mind, crowned it, combined and formed with 
it Taurus in the Universe, Aiar in the Year, and the right kidney of Man.  

3. He produced Zain, predominant in Movement crowned it, combined and formed 
it with Gemini in the Universe, Sivan in the Year, and the left foot of Man.  

4. He produced Cheth, predominant in Sight, crowned it, combined and formed it 
with Cancer in the Universe, Tammuz in the year, and the right hand of Man.  

5. He produced Teth, predominant in Hearing, crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Leo in the Universe, Ab in the Year, and the left kidney in Man.  

6. He produced Yod, predominant in Work, crowned it, combined and formed with 
it Virgo in the Universe, Elul in the Year, and the left hand of Man.  

7. He produced Lamed, predominant in Sexual desire, crowned it, combined and 
formed with it Libra in the Universe, Tishri in the Year, and the private parts of 
Man. (Kalisch gives "gall.")  

8. He produced Nun, predominant in Smell, crowned it, combined and formed with 
it Scorpio in the Universe, Heshvan in the Year, and the intestines of Man.  

9. He produced Samech, predominant in Sleep, crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Sagittarius in the Universe, Kislev in the Year, and the stomach of Man.  

10. He produced Oin, predominant in Anger, crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Capricornus in the Universe, Tebet in the Year, and the liver of Man.  

11. He produced Tzaddi, predominant in Taste, crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Aquarius in the Year, and the gullet in Man).  

12. He produced Qoph, predominant in Mirth, crowned it, combined and formed 
with it Pisces in the Universe, Adar in the Year, and the spleen of Man.  

NOTE.--Mediaeval authorities and modern editors give very different allocations to 
the twelve simple letters.  

Zurück  

CHAPTER VI  
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Section 1. Three Fathers and their generations, Seven conquerors and their armies, 
and Twelve bounds of the Universe. See now, of these words, the faithful witnesses 
are the Universe, the Year and Man. The dodecad, the heptad, and the triad with 
their provinces; above is the Celestial Dragon, T L I, (49) and below is the World, 
and lastly the heart of Man. The Three are Water, Air and Fire; Fire above, Water 
below, and Air conciliating between them; and the sign of these things is that the 
Fire sustains (volatilises) the waters; Mem is mute, Shin is sibilant, and Aleph is the 
Mediator and as it were a friend placed between them.  

2. The Celestial Dragon, T L I, is placed over the universe like a king upon the 
throne; the revolution of the year is as a king over his dominion; the heart of man is 
as a king in warfare. Moreover, He made all things one from the other; and the 
Elohim set good over against evil, and made good things from good, and evil things 
from evil: with the good tested He the evil, and with the evil did He try the good. 
Happiness (50) is reserved for the good, and misery (51) is kept for the wicked.  

3. The Three are One, and that One stands above. The Seven are divided; three are 
over against three, and one stands between the triads. The Twelve stand as in 
warfare; three are friends, three are enemies; three are life givers; three are 
destroyers. The three friends are the heart, the ears, and the mouth; the three 
enemies are the liver, the gall, and the tongue; (52) while God (53) the faithful king 
rules over all. One above Three, Three above Seven, and Seven above Twelve: and 
all are connected the one with the other.  

4. And after that our father Abraham had perceived and understood, and had taken 
down and engraved all these things, the Lord most high (55) revealed Himself, and 
called him His beloved, and made a Covenant with him and his seed; and Abraham 
believed on Him (56) and it was imputed unto him for righteousness. And He made 
this Covenant as between the ten toes of the feet--this is that of circumcision; and as 
between the ten fingers of the hands and this is that of the tongue. (57) And He 
formed the twenty-two letters into speech (58) and shewed him all the mysteries of 
them. (59) He drew them through the Waters; He burned them in the Fire; He 
vibrated them in the Air; Seven planets in the heavens, and Twelve celestial 
constellations of the stars of the Zodiac.  

The End of "The Book of Formation  

Zurück  

THE FIFTY GATES OF INTELLIGENCE  

Attached to some editions of the "Sepher Yetzirah" is found this scheme of 
Kabalistic classification of knowledge emanating from the Second Sephira Binah, 
Understanding, and descending by stages through the angels, heavens, humanity, 
animal and vegetable and mineral kingdoms to Hyle and the chaos. The Kabalists 
said that one must enter and pass up through the Gates to attain to the Thirty-two 
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Paths of Wisdom; and that even Moses only passed through the forty-ninth Gate, 
and never entered the fiftieth. See the Oedipus Aegyptiacus of Athanasius Kircher, 
vol. ii. p. 319.  

First Order: Elementary.  

1. Chaos, Hyle, The first matter.  

2. Formless, void, lifeless.  

3. The Abyss.  

4. Origin of the Elements.  

5. Earth (no seed germs).  

6. Water.  

7. Air.  

8. Fire  

9. Differentiation of qualities.  

10. Mixture and combination.  

Second Order: Decad of Evolution.  

11. Minerals differentiate.  

12. Vegetable principles appear.  

13. Seeds germinate in moisture.  

14. Herbs and Trees.  

15. Fructification in vegetable life.  

16. Origin of low forms of animal life.  

17. Insects and Reptiles appear.  

18. Fishes, vertebrate life in the waters.  

19. Birds, vertebrate life in the air.  
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20. Quadrupeds, vertebrate earth animals.  

Third Order: Decad of Humanity.  

21. Appearance of Man.  

22. Material human body.  

23. Human Soul conferred.  

24. Mystery of Adam and Eve.  

25. Complete Man as the Microcosm.  

26. Gift of five human faces acting exteriorly.  

27. Gift of five powers to the soul.  

28. Adam Kadmon, the Heavenly Man.  

29. Angelic beings.  

30. Man in the image of God.  

Fourth Order: World of Spheres.  

31. The Moon.  

32. Mercury.  

33. Venus.  

34. Sol.  

35. Mars.  

36. Jupiter.  

37. Saturn.  

38. The Firmament.  

39. The Primum Mobile.  

40. The Empyrean Heaven.  
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Fifih Order: The Angelic World.  

41. Ishim--Sons of Fire.  

42. Auphanim--Cherubim.  

43. Aralim--Thrones.  

44. Chashmalim--Dominions.  

45. Seraphim--Virtues.  

46. Malakim--Powers.  

47. Elohim--Principalities.  

48. Beni Elohim--Angels.  

49. Cherubim--Arch-angels.  

Sixth Order: The Archetype.  

50. God. Ain Suph. He Whom no mortal eye bath seen, and Who has been known 
to Jesus the Messiah alone.  

NOTE.--The Angels of the Fifth or Angelic World are arranged in very different 
order by various Kabalistic Rabbis.  

Zurück  

THE THIRTY-TWO PATHS OF WISDOM  

Translated from the Hebrew Text of Joannes Stephanus Rittangelius, 1642: which is 
also to be found in the "Oedipus Aegyptiacus" of Athanasius Kircher, 1653.  

(These paragraphs are very obscure in meaning, and the Hebrew text is probably 
very corrupt.)  

The First Path is called the Admirable or the Hidden Intelligence (the Highest 
Crown): for it is the Light giving the power of comprehension of that First Principle 
which has no beginning; and it is the Primal Glory, for no created being can attain 
to its essence.  

The Second Path is that of the Illuminating Intelligence: it is the Crown of Creation, 
the Splendour of the Unity, equalling it, and it is exalted above every head, and 
named by the Kabalists the Second Glory.  
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The Third Path is the Sanctifying Intelligence, and is the foundation of Primordial 
wisdom, which is called the Creator of Faith, and its roots are AMN; and it is the 
parent of Faith, from which doth Faith emanate.  

The Fourth Path is named the Cohesive or Receptacular Intelligence; and is so 
called because it contains all the holy powers, and from it emanate all the spiritual 
virtues with the most exalted essences: they emanate one from the other by the 
power of the Primordial Emanation. The Highest Crown.) (1)  

The Fifth Path is called the Radical Intelligence, because it resembles the Unity, 
uniting itself to the Binah, (2) or Intelligence which emanates from the Primordial 
depths of Wisdom or Chokmah. (3)  

The Sixth Path is called the Mediating Intelligence, because in it are multiplied the 
influxes of the emanations, for it causes that influence to flow into all the reservoirs 
of the Blessings, with which these themselves are united.  

The Seventh Path is the Occult Intelligence, because it is the Refulgent Splendour 
of all the Intellectual virtues which are perceived by the eyes of intellect, and by the 
contemplation of faith.  

The Eighth Path is called the Absolute or Perfect Intelligence, because it is the 
means of the primordial, which has no root by which it can cleave, nor rest, except 
in the hidden places of Gedulah, (4) Magnificence, from which emanates its own 
proper essence.  

The Ninth Path is the Pure Intelligence, so called because it purifies the 
Numerations, it proves and corrects the designing of their representation, and 
disposes their unity with which they are combined without diminution or division.  

The Tenth Path is the Resplendent Intelligence, because it is exalted above every 
head, and sits on the throne of Binah (the Intelligence spoken of in the Third Path). 
It illuminates the splendour of all the lights, and causes an influence to emanate 
from the Prince of countenances. (5)  

The Eleventh Path is the Scintillating Intelligence, because it is the essence of that 
curtain which is placed close to the order of the disposition, and this is a special 
dignity given to it that it may be able to stand before the Face of the Cause of 
Causes.  

The Twelfth Path is the Intelligence of Transparency, because it is that species of 
Magnificence called Chazchazit, (6) the place whence issues the vision of those 
seeing in apparitions. (That is the prophecies by seers in a vision.)  
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The Thirteenth Path is named the Uniting Intelligence, and is so called because it is 
itself the Essence of Glory. It is the Consummation of the Truth of individual 
spiritual things.  

The Fourteenth Path is the Illuminating Intelligence and is so called because it is 
that Chashmal (7) which is the founder of the concealed and fundamental ideas of 
holiness and of their stages of preparation.  

The Fifteenth Path is the Constituting Intelligence, so called because it constitutes 
the substance of creation in pure darkness, and men have spoken of these 
contemplations; it is that darkness spoken of in Scripture, Job xxxviii. 9, "and thick 
darkness a swaddling band for it."  

The Sixteenth Path is the Triumphal or Eternal Intelligence, so called because it is 
the pleasure of the Glory, beyond which is no other Glory like to it, and it is called 
also the Paradise prepared for the Righteous.  

The Seventeenth Path is the Disposing Intelligence, which provides Faith to the 
Righteous, and they are clothed with the Holy Spirit by it, and it is called the 
Foundation of Excellence in the state of higher things.  

The Eighteenth Path is called the Intelligence or House of Influence (by the 
greatness of whose abundance the influx of good things upon created beings is 
increased), and from its midst the arcana and hidden senses are drawn forth, which 
dwell in its shade and which cling to it, from the Cause of all causes.  

The Nineteenth Path is the Intelligence of the Secret of all the activities of the 
spiritual beings, and is so called because of the influence diffused by it from the 
most high and exalted sublime glory.  

The Twentieth Path is the Intelligence of Will, and is so called because it is the 
means of preparation of all and each created being, and by this intelligence the 
existence of the Primordial Wisdom becomes known.  

The Twenty-first Path is the Intelligence of Conciliation and Reward, and is so 
called because it receives the divine influence which flows into it from its 
benediction upon all and each existence.  

The Twenty-second Path is the Faithful Intelligence, and is so called because by it 
spiritual virtues are increased, and all dwellers on earth are nearly under its shadow.  

The Twenty-third Path is the Stable Intelligence, and it is so called because it has 
the virtue of consistency among all numerations.  
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The Twenty-fourth Path is the Imaginative Intelligence, and it is so called because it 
gives a likeness to all the similitudes which are created in like manner similar to its 
harmonious elegancies.  

The Twenty-fifth Path is the Intelligence of Probation, or Temptation, and is so 
called because it is the primary temptation, by which the Creator trieth all righteous 
persons.  

The Twenty-sixth Path is called the Renewing Intelligence, because the Holy God 
renews by it all the changing things which are renewed by the creation of the world.  

The Twenty-seventh Path is the Active or Exciting Intelligence, and it is so called 
because through it every existent being receives its spirit and motion.  

The Twenty-eighth Path is called the Natural Intelligence; by it is completed and 
perfected the nature of all that exists beneath the Sun.  

(This Path is omitted by Rittangelius: I presume by inadvertence.)  

The Twenty-ninth Path is the Corporeal Intelligence, so called because it forms 
every body which is formed in all the worlds, and the reproduction of them.  

The Thirtieth Path is the Collective Intelligence, and Astrologers deduce from it the 
judgment of the Stars and celestial signs, and perfect their science, according to the 
rules of the motions of the stars.  

The Thirty-first Path is the Perpetual Intelligence; but why is it so called? Because 
it regulates the motions of the Sun and Moon in their proper order, each in an orbit 
convenient for it.  

The Thirty-second Path is the Administrative Intelligence, and it is so called 
because it directs and associates the motions of the seven planets, directing all of 
them in their own proper courses.  

Zurück  

NOTES TO THE SEPHER YETZIRAH  

It is of considerable importance to a clear understanding of this Occult treatise that 
the whole work be read through before comment is made, so that the general idea of 
the several chapters may become in the mind one concrete whole. A separate 
consideration of the several parts should follow this general grasp of the subject, 
else much confusion may result.  

This hook may be considered to he an Allegorical Parallel between the Idealism of 
Numbers and Letters and the various parts of the Universe, and it sheds much light 
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on many mystic forms and ceremonies yet extant, notably upon Freemasonry, the 
Tarot, and the later Kabalah, and is a great aid to the comprehension of the Astro-
Theosophic schemes of the Rosicrucians. To obtain the full value of this Treatise, it 
should he studied hand in hand with Hermetic attributions, the "Isiac Tablet," and 
with a complete set of the designs, symbols and allocation of the Trump cards of the 
Tarot pack, for which see my translation of The Sanctum Regnum of the Tarot, by 
Eliphas Levi.  

Note that the oldest MSS. copies of the "Sepher Yetzirah" have no vowel points: the 
latest editions have them. The system of points in writing Hebrew was not perfected 
until the seventh century, and even then was not in constant use. Ginsburg asserts 
that the system of vowel pointing was invented by a Rabbi Mocha in Palestine 
about A.D. 570, who designed it to assist his pupils. But Isaac Myer states that there 
are undoubted traces of pointing in Hebrew MSS. of the second century. According 
to A. E. Waite there is no extant Hebrew MSS. with the vowel points older than the 
tenth century.  

The words "Sepher Yetzirah" are written in Hebrew from right to left, SPR 
YTzYRH, Samech Peh Resh, Yod Tzaddi Yod Resh Heh; modes of transliteration 
vary with different authors. Yod is variously written in English letters as I, Y, or J, 
or sometimes Ie. Tzaddi is property Tz; but some write Z only, which is misleading 
because the Hebrew has also a true Z, Zain.  

CHAPTER I  

The twelve sections of this chapter introduce this philosophic disquisition upon the 
Formation and Development of the Universe. Having specified the subdivision of 
the letters into three classes, the Triad, the Heptad, and the Dodecad, these are put 
aside for the time; and the Decad mainly considered as specially associated with the 
idea of Number, and as obviously composed of the Tetrad and the Hexad.  

1. Thirty-two. This is the number of the Paths or Ways of Wisdom, which are added 
as a supplement. 32 is written in Hebrew by LB, Lamed and Beth, and these are the 
last and first letters of the Pentateuch. The number 32 is obtained thus--2 x 2 x 2 x 2 
x 2=32. Laib, LB as a Hebrew word, means the Heart of Man.  

Paths.The word here is NTIBUT, netibuth; NTIB meant primarily a pathway, or 
foot-made track; but is here used symbolically in the same sense as the Christian 
uses the word, way--the way of life: other meanings are--stage, power, form, effect; 
and later, a doctrinal formula, in Kabalistic writings.  

2. Jah. This divine name is found in Psalm lxviii. 4; it is translated into Greek as 
kurios, and into Latin as dominus, and commonly into the English word, Lord: it is 
really the first half of the word IHVH or Jehovah, or the Yahveh of modern 
scholars.  
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3. Jehovah Tzabaoth. This divine name is printed in English Bibles as Jehovah 
Sabaoth, or as "Lord of hosts" as in Psalm xxiv. 10. TzBA is an army.  

4. God of Israel. Here the word God is ALHI, which in unpointed Hebrew might be 
God, or Gods, or My God.  

5. The Elohim of the Living. The words are ALHIM ChIIM. Alhim, often written in 
English letters as Elohim, or by Godftey Higgins as Aleim, seems to be a masculine 
plural of the feminine form Eloah, ALH, of the divine masculine name EL, AL; this 
is commonly translated God, and means strong, mighty, supreme. Chiim is the 
plural of Chi--living, or life. ChIH is a living animal, and so is ChIVA. ChII is also 
life. Frey in his dictionary gives ChIIM as the plural word lives, or vitae. The true 
adjective for living is ChIA. Elohim Chiim, then, apart from Jewish or Christian 
preconception, is "the living Gods," or "the Gods of the lives, i.e., living ones." 
Rittangelius gives Dii viventes, "The living Gods," both words in the plural. 
Pistorius omits both words. Postellus, the orthodox, gives Deus Vivus. The Elohim 
are the Seven Forces, proceeding from the One Divine, which control the "terra 
viventium," the manifested world of life.  

6. God. In this case we have the simple form AL, EL.  

7. Sepharim. SPRIM, the plural masculine of SPR, commonly translated book or 
letter: the meaning here is plainly "forms of expression."  

8. Numbers, Letters and Sounds. The three Hebrew words here given are, in 
unpointed Hebrew, SPR, SPR and SIPUR. Some late editors, to cover the difficulty 
of this passage, have given SPR, SPUR, SIPR, pointing them to read Separ, Seepur, 
Saypar.  

The sense of the whole volume appears to need their translation as Numbers, 
Letters and Sounds. Pistorius gave "Scriptis, numeratis, pronunciatis." Postellus 
gave "Numerans, numerus, numeratus," thus losing the contrasted meanings; and so 
did Rittangelius, who gave "Numero, numerante, numerato."  

9. The Ineffable Sephiroth. The words are SPIRUT BLIMH, Sephiruth Belimah. 
The simplest translation is "the voices from nothing." The Ten Sephiruth of the 
Kabalah are the "Ten Primary Emanations from the Divine Source," which are the 
primal forces leading to all manifestation upon every plane in succession. Buxtorf 
gives for Sephiruth--predicationes logicae. The word seems to me clearly allied to 
the Latin spiritus--spirit, soul, wind; and is used by Quintilian as a sound, or noise. 
The meaning of Belimah is more doubtful. Rittangelius always gives "praeter illud 
ineffabile." Pistorius gives "praeter ineffabile." Postellus evades the difficulty and 
simply puts the word Belimah into his Latin translation. In Frey's Hebrew 
Dictionary BLIMH is translated as nothing, without any other suggestion; BLI is 
"not," MR is "anything." In Kabalistic writings the Sephiruth, the Divine Voices 
and Powers, are called "ineffbilis," not to be spoken of, from their sacred nature.  
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10. The classification of the Hebrew letters into a Triad, Heptad and Dodecad, runs 
through the whole philosophy of the Kabalah. Many ancient authors added 
intentional blinds, suds as forming the Triad of A.M.T., Ameth, truth; and of AMN, 
Amen.  

11. The Two Covenants, by the Word or Spirit, and by the Flesh, made by Jehovah 
with Abraham, Genesis xvii. The Covenant of Circumcision was to be an outward 
and visible sign of the Divine promise made to Ahraham and his offspring. The 
Hebrew word for circumcision is Mulah, MULH: note that MLH is also 
synonymous with DBR, dabar,--verbum or word.  

12. Rittangelius gives "replace the formative power upon his throne." Postellus 
gives restore the device to its place."  

13. Abyss; the word is OUMQ for OMQ, a depth, vastness, or valley.  

14. My Hermetic rituals explained this Yetziratic attribution.  

15. The Lord the only God. The words are ADUN IChID AL, or "Adonai (as 
commonly written) the only El."  

16. Seat. The word is MOUN, dwelling, habitation, or throne.  

17. Lightning flash. In the early edition the words "like scintillating flame" are 
used: the Hebrew word is BRQ. Many Kabalists have shown how the Ten Sephiroth 
are symbolised by the zig-zag lightning flash.  

18. God; the Divine name here is Jehovah.  

19. The text gives only RTzUAV ShUB--"currendo et ,redeundo" but the 
commentators have generally considered this to be a quotation from Ezekiel i. 14, 
referred to H ChIVT, the living creatures, kerubic forms.  

20. The Spirit of the Gods of the Living. RUCh ALHIM ChIIIM; or as R. gives it, 
"spiritus Deorum Viventium." Orthodoxy would translate these words "The spirit of 
the living God."  

21. AL ChI H OULMIM; "the Living God of Ages"; here the word God really is in 
the singular.  

22. The Voice, Spirit and Word are QUL, RUCh, DBR. A very notable Hebrew 
expression of Divinatory intuition was BATh QUL, the Daughter of the Voice.  

23. Formless and Void. THU and BHU; these two words occur in Genesis i. 2, and 
are translated "waste and void."  
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24. Note the order in which the primordial elements were produced. First, Spirit 
(query Akasa, Ether); then Air, Vayu; then Water, Apas, which condenses into solid 
elementary Earth, Prithivi; and lastly from the Water He formed Fire.  

25. The first name is often written Ophanim, the letters are AUPNIM; in the Vision 
of Ezekiel i. 16, the word occurs and is translated "Wheels." ShRPIM are the 
mysterious beings of Isaiah vi. 2; the word otherwise is translated Serpent, and in 
Numbers xxi. 6, as "fiery serpents": also in verse 8 as "fiery serpent" when Jehovah 
said "Make thee a fiery serpent and set it upon a pole." Kerubim. The Hebrew 
words arc ChIVTh H QDSh, holy animals: I have ventured to put Kerubim, as the 
title of the other Biblical form of Holy mysterious animal, as given in 1 Kings vi. 23 
and Exodus xxv. 18, and indeed Genesis iii. 24. Bible dictionaries generally give 
the word as Cherubim, but in Hebrew the initial letter is always K and not Ch.  

26. Three. In the first edition I overlooked this word three; and putting and for as, 
made four classes of serving beings.  

27. This is verse 4 of Psalm civ.  

28. Here follow the permutations of the name IHV, which is the Tetragrammaton--
Jehovah, without the second or final Heh: IHV is a Tri-grammaton, and is more 
suitable to the third or Yetziratic plane. HVI is the imperative form of the verb to 
be, meaning be thou; HIV is the infinitive; and VIH is future. In IHV note that Yod 
corresponds to the Father; Heh to Binah, the Supernal Mother; and Vau to the 
Microprosopus--Son.  

29. Note the subdivision of the Decad into the Tetrad--four elements; and the 
Hexad--six dimensions of space.  

CHAPTER 2  

This chapter consists of philosophic remarks on the twenty-two sounds and letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet, and hence connected with the air by speech, and it points 
out the uses of those letters to form words--the signs of ideas, and the symbols of 
material substances.  

30. Soul; the word is NPSh, which is commonly translated soul, meaning the living 
personality of man, animal or existing thing: it corresponds almost to the 
Theosophic Prana plus the stimulus of Kama.  

31. This is the modern classification of the letters into guttural, palatal, lingual, 
dental and labial sounds.  

32. The 231 Gates. The number 242 is obtained by adding together all the numbers 
from 1 to 22. The Hebrew letters can he placed in pairs in 242 different positions: 
thus ab, ag, ad, up to at; then ba, bb, bg, bd, up to bt, and so on to ts, tt: this is in 
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direct order only, without reversal. For the reason why eleven are deducted, and the 
number 231 specified, see the Table and Note 15 in the edition of Postellus.  

33. Non-existent; the word is AIN, nothingness. Ain precedes Ain Suph, 
boundlessness; and Ain Suph Aur, Boundless Light.  

34. Body; the word is GUP, usually applied to the animal material body, but here 
means "one whole."  

CHAPTER III  

This chapter is especially concerned with the essence of the Triad, as represented by 
the Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem, and Shin. Their development in three directions is 
pointed out, namely in the Macrocosm or Universe; in the Year or in Time; and in 
the Microcosm or Man.  

35. The importance of equilibrium is constantly reiterated in the Kabalah. The 
"Siphra Dtzeniouta," or "Book of Mystery," opens with a reference to this 
Equilibrium as a fundamental necessity of stable existence.  

36. Heavens. The Hebrew word Heshamaim HShMIM, has in it the element of 
Aesh, fire, and Mim, water; and also Shem, name; The Name is IHVH, attributed to 
the elements. ShMA is in Chaldee a name for the Trinity (Parkhurst). ShMSh is the 
Sun, and Light, and a type of Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Malachi iv. 2.  

37. Were produced. The Hebrew word BRA, is the root. Three Hebrew words are 
used in the Bible to represent the idea of making, producing or creating.  

BRIAH, Briah, giving shape, Genesis i. 1.  

OShIH, Ashiah, completing, Genesis i. 31.  

ITzIRH, Yetzirah, forming, Genesis ii. 7.  

To these the Kabalists add the word ATzLH, with the meaning of "producing 
something manifest from the unmanifested."  

Emanation.    
 Shin.  
 Aleph. 

 Mem. 
Macrocosm. 

 Primal Fire.  
 Spirit. 
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 Primal Water. 
Universe. 

 Heavens.  
 Atmosphere.  
 The Earth. 
Elements. 

 Terrestrial Fire.  
 Air. 

 Water. 
Man. 

 Head.  
 Chest. 

 Belly. 
Year. 

 Heat.  
 Temperate. 

 Cold. 

CHAPTER IV  

This is the special chapter of the Heptad, the powers and properties of the Seven. 
Here again we have the threefold attribution of the numbers and letters to the 
Universe, to the Year, and to Man. The supplemental paragraphs have been printed 
in modern form by Kalisch; they identify the several letters of the Heptad more 
definitely with the planets, days of the week, human attributes and organs of the 
senses.  

39. These numbers have been a source of difference between the editors and 
copyists, hardly any two editors concurring. I have given the numbers arising from 
continual multiplication of the product by each succeeding unit from one to seven. 
2x1=2, 2x3=6, 6x4=24, 24x5=120, 120x6=720, 720x7=5040.  

40. In associating the particular letters to each planet the learned Jesuit Athanasius 
Kircher allots Beth to the Sun, Gimel to Venus, Daleth to Mercury, Kaph to Luna, 
Peh to Saturn, Resh to Jupiter, and Tau to Mars. Kalisch in the supplementary 
paragraphs gives a different attribution; both are wrong, according to clairvoyant 
investigation. Consult the Tarot symbolism given by Court de Gebelin, Eliphas 
Levi, and my notes to the Isiaic Tablet of Bembo. The true attribution is probably 
not anywhere printed. The planet names here given are Chaldee words.  

41. The Seven Heavens and the Seven Earths are printed with errors, and I believe 
intentional mistakes, in many occult ancient books. Some Hermetic MSS. have the 
correct names and spelling.  
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42. On the further attribution of these Seven letters, note that Postellus gives: Vita--
mors, Pax--afflictio, Sapientia--stultitia, Divitiae (Opus)--paupertas, Gratia--
opprobrium, Proles--sterilitas, Imperium--servitus. Pistorius gives: Vita--mors, Pax-
-bellum, Scientia--ignorantia, Divitiae--paupertas, Gratia--abominatio, Semen 
(Proles)--sterilitas, Imperium (Dominatio)--servitus.  

CHAPTER V  

This chapter is specially concerned with the Dodecad; the number twelve is itself 
pointed out, and the characters of its component units, once more in the three zones 
of the universe, year and man; the last paragraph gives a recapitulation of the whole 
number of letters: the Supplement gives a form of allotment of the several letters.  

43. It is necessary to avoid confusion between these letters; different authors 
translate them in different manners. Heh or Hé not be confused with Cheth, or Heth, 
Ch. Teth, Th also must be kept distinct from the final letter Tau, T, which is one of 
the double letters; the semi-English pronunciation of these two letters is much 
confused, each is at times both t and th; Yod is either I, Y, or J; Samech is simple S, 
and must not be confused with Shin, Sh, one of the moth  

er letters; Oin is often written in English Hebrew grammars as Ayin, and 
Sometimes as Gnain; Tzaddi must not be confused with Zain, Z; and lastly Qoph, 
Q, is very often replaced by K, which is hardly defensible as there is a true K in 
addition.  

44. Postellus gives suspicion and Pistorius, mind.  

45. These letters are the initials of the 12 Zodiacal signs in Hebrew nomenclature. 
They are:  

Teth      
 Telah  
  Aries  
   Mem  
 Maznim  
 Libra 
Shin 

 Shor 

 Taurus 

 Oin 

 Oqereb 

 Scorpio 
Tau 
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 Thaumim 

 Gemini 

 Qoph 

 Qesheth 

 Sagittarius 
Samech 

 Sartan 

 Cancer 

 Gimel 

 Gedi 

 Capricornus 
Aleph 

 Aryeh 

 Leo 

 Daleth 

 Dali 

 Aquarius 
Beth 

 Bethuleh 

 Virgo 

 Daleth 

 Dagim 

 Pisces 

46. The month Nisan begins about March 29th. Yiar is also written Iyar, and Aiar: 
the Hebrew letters are AIIR.  

47. The list of organs varies. All agree in two hands, two feet, two kidneys, liver, 
gall and spleen. Postellus then gives, intestina, vesica, arteriae," the intestines, 
bladder, and arteries; Rittangelius gives the same. Pistorius gives, "colon, coagulum 
(spleen) et ventriculus," colon--the large intestine, coagulum and stomach. The 
chief difficulty is with the Hebrew word MSS, which is allied to two different roots, 
one meaning private, concealed, hidden; and the other meaning liquefied.  

48. The Elohim--Divine powers--not IHVH the Tetragrammaton.  

CHAPTER VI  

This chapter is a resumé of the preceding five; it calls the universe and mankind to 
witness to the truth of the scheme of distribution of the powers of the numbers 
among created forms, and concludes with the narration that this philosophy was 
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revealed by the Divine to Abraham, who received and faithfully accepted it, as a 
form of Wisdom under a Covenant.  

49. The Dragon, TLI, Theli. The Hebrew letters amount in numeration to 440, that 
is 400, 30 and 10. The best opinion is that Tali or Theli refers to the 12 Zodiacal 
constellations along the great circle of the Ecliptic; where it ends there it begins 
again, and so the ancient occultists drew the Dragon with its tail in its mouth. Some 
have thought that Tali referred to the constellation Draco, which meanders across 
the Northern polar sky; others have referred it to the Milky Way; others to an 
imaginary line joining Caput to Cauda Draconis, the upper and lower nodes of the 
Moon. Adolphe Franck says that Theli is an Arabic word.  

50. Happiness, or a good end, or simply good, TUBH.  

51. Misery, or an evil end, or simply evil, ROH.  

52. This Hebrew version omits the allotment of the remaining six. Mayer gives the 
paragraph thus:--The triad of amity is the heart and the two ears; the triad of enmity 
is the liver, gall, and the tongue; the three life-givers are the two nostrils and the 
spleen; the three death-dealing ones are the mouth and the two lower openings of 
the body.  

53. God. In this case the name is AL, EL.  

54. This last paragraph is generally considered to be less ancient than the remainder 
of the treatise, and by another author.  

55. The Lord most high. OLIU ADUN. Adun or Adon, or Adonai, ADNI, are 
commonly translated Lord; Eliun, OLIUN, is the more usual form of "the most high 
one."  

56. Him. Rittangelius gives "credidit in Tetragrammaton," but this word is not in 
the Hebrew.  

57. Tongue. The verbal covenant.  

58. Speech. The Hebrew has "upon his tongue."  

59. The Hebrew version of Rabbi Judah Ha Levi concludes with the phrase, "and 
said of him, Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee." Rabbi Luria gives the 
Hebrew version which I have translated. Postellus gives: "He drew him into the 
water, He rose up in spirit, He inflamed him in seven suitable forms with twelve 
signs." Mayer gives: "Er zog sie mit Wasser, zundet sie an mit Feuer; erregte sie mit 
Geist; verbannte sie mit sieben, goss sie aus mit den zwolf Gestirnen." "He drew 
them with water, He kindled them with fire, He moved them with spirit, distributed 
them with seven, and sent them forth with twelve."  
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Notes to the Thirty-Two Paths of Wisdom  

1. The Highest Crown is Kether, the First Sephira, the first emanation from the Ain 
Suph Aur, the Limit-less Light.  

2. Binah, or Understanding, is the Third Sephira.  

3. Chokmah, Wisdom, is the Second Sephira.  

4. Gedulah is a synonym of Chesed, Mercy, the Fourth Sephira.  

5. Metatron, the Intelligence of the First Sephira, and the reputed guide of Moses.  

6. This word is from ChZCh, a seer, seership. Chazuth is a vision.  

7. This word means "scintillating flame."  

The "Thirty-two Paths of Wisdom" refer to the Ten Sephiroth and the Twenty-two 
letters, each supplying a type of divine power and attributes. In my Introduction to 
the Kabalah will be found a diagram showing how the Paths from Eleven to Thirty-
two connect the several Sephiroth, and are deemed to transmit the divine influence. 
Some teachers of Occult Science also allot the Twenty-two Trumps of the Tarot 
Cards to the twenty-two Paths.  
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