The book of Deuteronomy
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Shoftim — @MY

Shofetim or Shoftim (2°voF — Hebrew for "judges,” the first word in
the parashabh) is the 48th weekly Torah portion (772/75, parashah) in the
annual Jewish cycle of Torah reading and the fifth in the Book of
Deuteronomy. It constitutes Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9. The parashah
provides a constitution — a basic societal structure — for the
Israelites. The parashah sets out rules for judges, kings, Levites,
prophets, cities of refuge, witnesses, war, and unsolved murders.

This parashah has 5590 letters, 1523 words, 97 verses, and 192 lines
in a sefer Torah. Jews generally read it in August or September.

In traditional Sabbath Torah reading, the parashah is divided into
seven aliyot or "readings” (77%). In the Masoretic Text, Parashat
Shofetim has four "open portion™ (;7717, petuchah) divisions (roughly
equivalent to paragraphs, often abbreviated with the Hebrew letter »
pe). Parashat Shofetim has several further subdivisions, called "closed
portions™ (7210, setumah, abbreviated with the Hebrew letter o
samekh) within the open portion divisions. The short first open portion
divides the first reading. The long second open portion goes from the
middle of the first reading to the middle of the fifth reading. The third
open portion goes from the middle of the fifth reading to the middle of
the seventh. The final, fourth open portion divides the seventh reading.
Closed portion divisions further divide the first, fifth, and sixth aliyot,
and each of the short second and third aliyot constitutes a closed
portion of its own.
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=== Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham &= o=

In the first reading, Moses directed the Israelites to appoint judges
o'vo)shophsim(and officials fortheir tribes to govern the people
with justice,with impartiality, and without bribes. "Justice, justice
shalt thou follow", he said.

A closed portion ends here. In the continuation of the reading, Moses
warned the Israelites against setting up a sacred post beside God's
altar or erecting a baetylus. A closed portion ends here with the end
of chapter 16.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses warned the Israelites
against the korban (sacrifice) of an ox or sheep with any serious
congenital disorder. Another closed portion ends here. And as the
reading continues, Moses instructed that if the Israelites found a
person who worshiped other gods - the sun, the moon, or other
astronomical object — then they were to make a thorough inquiry,
and if they established the fact on the testimony of two or more
witnesses, then they were to stone the person to death, with the
witnesses throwing the first stones. The first open portion ends here.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses taught that if a legal case
proved too baffling for the Israelites to decide, then they were
promptly to go to Temple in Jerusalem, appear before the kohenim
or judge in charge, and present their problem, and carry out any
verdict that was announced there without deviating either to the right
or to the left. They were to execute any man who presumptuously
disregarded the priest or the judge, so that all the people would hear,
be afraid, and not act presumptuously again. The first reading and a
closed portion end here.

Chapter: 16
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18. Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all your
gates, which YHVH your God giveth thee, tribe by tribe; and
they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.
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19. Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect
persons; neither shalt thou take a gift; for a gift doth blind
the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.
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20. Justice, justice shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live,
and inherit the land which YHVH your God giveth thee.
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21. Thou shalt not plant thee an Asherah of any kind of

tree beside the altar of YHVH your God, which thou shalt
make thee.
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22. Neither shalt thou set thee up a pillar, which YHVH
your God hateth.

Chapter: 17
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1. Thou shalt not sacrifice unto YHVH your God an ox, or a
sheep, wherein is a blemish, even any evil thing; for that is
an abomination unto YHVH your God.
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2. If there be found in the midst of thee, within any of your
gates which YHVH your God giveth thee, man or woman,
that doeth that which is evil in the sight of YHVH your God,
in transgressing His covenant,
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3. and hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped
them, or the sun, or the moon, or any of the host of heaven,
which I have commanded not;
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4. and it be told thee, and thou hear it, then shalt thou

inquire diligently, and, behold, if it be true, and the thing
certain, that such abomination is wrought in Israel;
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5. then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman,

who have done this evil thing, unto your gates, even the

man or the woman; and thou shalt stone them with stones,
that they die.

NS i mmar oAy T iy DY i | e-bh 6
N T "9-DY A
6. At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall

he that is to die be put to death; at the mouth of one witness
he shall not be put to death.
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7. The hand of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put

him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So
thou shalt put away the evil from the midst of thee.
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8. If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment,
between blood and blood, between plea and plea, and
between stroke and stroke, even matters of controversy
within your gates; then shalt thou arise, and get thee up
unto the place which YHVH your God shall choose.
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9. And thou shall come unto the priests the Levites, and

unto the judge that shall be in those days; and thou shalt

inquire; and they shall declare unto thee the sentence of
judgment.
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10. And thou shalt do according to the tenor of the
sentence, which they shall declare unto thee from that place
which YHVH shall choose; and thou shalt observe to do
according to all that they shall teach thee.
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11. According to the law which they shall teach thee, and
according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, thou
shalt do; thou shalt not turn aside from the sentence which

they shall declare unto thee, to the right hand, nor to the
left.
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12. And the man that doeth presumptuously, in not
hearkening unto the priest that standeth to minister there

before YHVH your God, or unto the judge, even that man
shall die; and thou shalt exterminate the evil from Israel.
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13. And all the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more
presumptuously.

=== Aliya: Levi-Gevurah-lsaac &=

In the second reading, Moses instructed that if, after the Israelites
had settled the Land of Israel, they decided to set a king over them,
they were to be free to do so, taking an Israelite chosen by God. The
king was not to keep many horses , marry many wives, or amass
excess silver and gold. The king was to write for himself a copy of
this Teaching to remain with him and read all his life, so that he
might learn to revere God and faithfully observe these laws. He
would thus not act haughtily toward his people nor deviate from the
law, and as a consequence, he and his descendants would enjoy a
long reign. The second reading and a closed portion end here with
the end of chapter 17.
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14. When thou art come unto the land which YHVH your
God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell
therein; and shalt say: 'l will set a king over me, like all the
nations that are round about me';
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15. thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom
YHVH your God shall choose; one from among your brethren
shalt thou set king over thee; thou mayest not put a
foreigner over thee, who is not your brother.
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16. Only he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause
the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should
multiply horses; forasmuch as YHVH hath said unto you:
'Ye shall henceforth return no more that way.'
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17. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart

turn not away; neither shall he greatly multiply to himself
silver and gold

------
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18. And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his
kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a
book, out of that which is before the priests the Levites.

ey D s v - i3 NP TRY S 19
NG S hb":—“b:—nx '17:*2?5 1»7{5& -

.nn*z’zﬂv HBN“J n»‘vﬂﬂ—nx'\

19. And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all
the days of his life; that he may learn to fear YHVH his God,
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to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do
them;
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20. that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and
that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right
hand, or to the left; to the end that he may prolong his days
in his kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of Israel.

=0 Aliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob @& o=

In the third reading, Moses explained that the Levites were to have
no territorial portion, but were to live only on offerings, for God was
to be their portion. In exchange for their service to God, the priests
were to receive the shoulder, cheeks, and stomach of sacrifices, the
first fruits of the Israelites' cereal, wine , oil , and the first sheep
shearing. The third reading and a closed portion end here.

Chapter: 18
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1. The priests the Levites, even all the tribe of Levi, shall
have no portion nor inheritance with Israel; they shall eat
the offerings of YHVH made by fire, and His inheritance.
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2. And they shall have no inheritance among their

brethren; YHVH is their inheritance, as He hath spoken
unto them.
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3. And this shall be the priests' due from the people, from

them that offer a sacrifice, whether it be ox or sheep, that

they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the two
cheeks, and the maw.
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4. The first-fruits of your corn, of your wine, and of thine
?&;ﬁnd the first of the fleece of your sheep, shalt thou give
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5. For YHVH your God hath chosen him out of all yoﬁr .

tribes, to stand to minister in the name of YHVH, him and
his sons for ever.

=== Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses @& o=

In the fourth reading, Moses told that the country-based Levites were
to be free to come from their settlements to the place that God chose
as a shrine to serve with their fellow Levites based there, and there
they were to receive equal shares of the dues. A closed portion ends
here.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that the
Israelites were not to imitate the abhorrent practices of the nations
that they were displacing, consign their children to fire , or act as
an augur, soothsayer, diviner, sorcerer, one who casts spells, one
who consults ghosts or familiar spirits, or one who inquires of the
dead, for it was because of those abhorrent acts that God was
dispossessing the residents of the land. The fourth reading ends here.
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6. And if a Levite come from any of your gates out of all '

Israel, where he sojourneth, and come with all the desire of
his soul unto the place which YHVH shall choose;
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7. then he shall minister in the name of YHVH his God, as

all his brethren the Levites do, who stand there before
YHVH.
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8. They shall have like portions to eat, beside that which is
his due according to the fathers' houses.
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9. When thou art come into the land which YHVH your God

giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the
abominations of those nations.
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10. There shall not be found among you any one that

maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, one

that useth divination, a soothsayer, or an enchanter, or a
sorcerer,
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11. or a charmer, or one that consulteth a ghost or a
familiar spirit, or a necromancer.
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12. For whosoever doeth these things is an abomination
unto YHVH; and because of these abominations YHVH your
God is driving them out from before thee.

PN T By R TR 13
13. Thou shalt be whole-hearted with YHVH your God.

=== Aliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron &&= o=

In the fifth reading, Moses foretold that God would raise a prophet
from among them like Moses and the Israelites were to heed
him. When at Mount Horeb, the Israelites had asked not to hear
God's voice directly; God created the role of the prophet to speak
God's words, promising to hold to account anybody who failed to
heed the prophet's words. But any prophet who presumed to speak
an oracle in God's name that God had not commanded, or who spoke
in the name of other gods, was to die. This was how the people were
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to determine whether God spoke the oracle: If the prophet spoke in
the name of God and the oracle did not come true, then God had not
spoken that oracle, the prophet had uttered it presumptuously, and
the people were not to fear him. A closed portion ends here with the
end of chapter 18.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that when the
Israelites had settled in the land, they were to divide the land into
three parts and set aside three Cities of Refuge, so that
any manslayer could have a place to which to flee. And if the
Israelites faithfully observed all the law and God enlarged the
territory, then they were to add three more towns to those three. Only
a manslayer who had killed another unwittingly, without being the
other's enemy, might flee there and live. For instance, if a man went
with his neighbor into a grove to cut wood, and as he swung an axe,
the axe-head flew off the handle and struck and killed the neighbor,
then the man could flee to one of the cities of refuge and live. The
second open portion ends here.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that if, however,
one who was the enemy of another lay in wait, struck the other a fatal
blow, and then fled to a city of refuge, the elders of the slayer’s town
were to have the slayer turned over to the blood-avenger to be put to
death. The fifth reading and a closed portion end here.
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14. For these nations, that thou art to dispossess, hearken
unto soothsayers, and unto diviners; but as for thee, YHVH
your God hath not suffered thee so to do.
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15. A prophet will YHVH your God raise up unto thee, from

the midst of thee, of your brethren, like unto me; unto him
ye shall hearken;
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16. according to all that thou didst desire of YHVH your
God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying: 'Let me not
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hear again the voice of YHVH my God, neither let me see
this great fire any more, that I die not.'
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17. And YHVH said unto me: 'They have well said that
which they have spoken.
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18. 1 will raise them up a prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee; and I will put My words in his

mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall
command him.

"R PN MIFTEN baw-nNG s W i 10
YR WYIN BIK Mas
19. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not

hearken unto My words which he shall speak in My name, I
will require it of him.
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20. But the prophet, that shall speak a word
presumptuously in My name, which [ have not commanded
him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods,
that same prophet shall die.'
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21. And if thou say in your heart: 'How shall we know the
word which YHVH hath not spoken?'
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22. When a prophet speaketh in the name of YHVH, if the
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which
YHVH hath not spoken; the prophet hath spoken it
presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Chapter: 19
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1. When YHVH your God shall cut off the nations, whose

land YHVH your God giveth thee, and thou dost succeed

them, and dwell in their cities, and in their houses;
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2. thou shalt separate three cities for thee in the midst of

your land, which YHVH your GOD giveth thee to possess it.
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3. Thou shalt prepare thee the way, and divide the borders
of your land, which YHVH your God causeth thee to inherit,
into three parts, that every manslayer may flee thither.
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4. And this is the case of the manslayer, that shall flee
thither and live: whoso killeth his neighbour unawares, and
hated him not in time past;
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5. as when a man goeth into the forest with his neighbour
to hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with the axe to
cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and

lighteth upon his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto
one of these cities and live;
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6. lest the avenger of blood pursue the manslayer, while his
heart is hot, and overtake him, because the way is long, and
smite him mortally; whereas he was not deserving of death,
inasmuch as he hated him not in time past.
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7. Wherefore I command thee, saying: 'Thou shalt separate
three cities for thee.'
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8. And if YHVH your God enlarge your border, as He hath
sworn unto your fathers, and give thee all the land which He
promised to give unto your fathers--
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9. if thou shalt keep all this commandment to do it, which I
command thee this day, to love YHVH your God, and to walk
ever in His ways--then shalt thou add three cities more for
thee, beside these three;
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10. that innocent blood be not shed in the midst of your
land, which YHVH your God giveth thee for an inheritance,
and so blood be upon thee.

1M Wy TR o S WP N W -y 1
ISR TTPE FIR-DX O3 TR W

11. But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for
him, and rise up against him, and smite him mortally that
he die; and he flee into one of these cities;
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12. then the elders of his city shall send and fetch him
thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of
blood, that he may die.
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13. Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away
the blood of the innocent from Israel, that it may go well
with thee.
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=== Aliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph @& ==

In the sixth reading, Moses warned that the Israelites were not to
move their countrymen's landmarks, set up by previous generations,
in the property that they were allotted in the land. A closed portion
ends here.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that an Israelite
could be found guilty of an offense only on the testimony of two or
more witnesses. If one person gave false testimony against another,
then the two parties were to appear before God and the priests or
judges, the judges were to make a thorough investigation, and if they
found the person to have testified falsely, then they were to do to the
witness as the witness schemed to do to the other. A closed portion
ends here with the end of chapter 19.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses taught that before the
Israelites joined battle, the priest was to tell the troops not to fear,
for God would accompany them. Then the officials were to ask the
troops whether anyone had built a new house but not dedicated it,
planted a vineyard but never harvested it, paid the bride-price for a
wife but not yet married her, or become afraid and disheartened, and
all these they were to send back to their homes. The sixth reading
and a closed portion end with Deuteronomy 20:9.
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14. Thou shalt not remove your neighbour's landmark,
which they of old time have set, in thine inheritance which

thou shalt inherit, in the land that YHVH your God giveth
thee to possess it.
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15. One witness shall not rise up against a man for any
iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth; at the
mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses,
shall a matter be establishment

14 https://dailyzohar.com



https://dailyzohar.com/

Torah — Deuteronomy- Shoftim

16. If an unrighteous witness rise up against any man to
bear perverted witness against him;
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17. then both the men, between whom the controversy is,
shall stand before YHVH, before the priests and the judges
that shall be in those days.
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18. And the judges shall inquire diligently; and, behold, if
the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely
against his brother;
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19. then shall ye do unto him, as he had purposed to do

unto his brother; so shalt thou put away the evil from the
midst of thee
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20. And those that remain shall hear, and fear, and shall
henceforth commit no more any such evil in the midst of
thee.
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21. And thine eye shall not pity: life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Chapter: 20
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1. When thou goest forth to battle against thine enemies,
and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than
thou, thou shalt not be afraid of them; for YHVH your God is
with thee, who brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.
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2. And it shall be, when ye draw nigh unto the battle, that
the priest shall approach and speak unto the people,
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3. and shall say unto them: 'Hear, O Israel, ye draw nigh
this day unto battle against your enemies; let not your heart
faint; fear not, nor be alarmed, neither be ye affrighted at
them;
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4. for YHVH your God is He that goeth with you, to fight for
you against your enemies, to save you.'
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5. And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying:
'What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath
not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he
die in the battle, and another man dedicate it.
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6. And what man is there that hath planted a vineyard, and
hath not used the fruit thereof? let him go and return unto
his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man use the
fruit thereof.
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7. And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and

hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house,
lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.'
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8. And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and
they shall say: 'What man is there that is fearful and faint-
hearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his
brethren's heart melt as his heart.'
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9. And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of

speaking unto the people, that captains of hosts shall be
appointed at the head of the people.

=== Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David @& o=

In the seventh reading, Moses instructed that when the Israelites
approached to attack a town, they were to offer it terms of peace, and
if the town surrendered, then all the people of the town were to serve
the Israelites as slaves. But if the town did not surrender, then the
Israelites were to lay siege to the town, and when God granted
victory, kill all its men and take as booty the women, children,
livestock, and everything else in the town. Those were the rules for
towns that lay very far from Israel, but for the towns of the nations
in the land — the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites,
and Jebusites — the Israelites were to kill everyone, lest they lead
the Israelites into doing all the abhorrent things that those nations
had done for their gods. A closed portion ends here.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that when the
Israelites besieged a city for a long time, they could eat the fruit of
the city's trees, but they were not to cut down any trees that could
yield food. The third open portion ends here with the end of chapter
20.

In the continuation of the reading, Moses taught that if, in the land,
they found the body of a murder victim lying in the open, and they
could not determine the killer, then the elders and judges were to
measure the distances from the corpse to the nearby towns. The
elders of the nearest town were to take a heifer that had never worked
down to an ever-flowing wadi and break its neck. The priests were to
come forward, and all the elders were to wash their hands over the
heifer.
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In the maftir (7°vo») reading of Deuteronomy 21:7-9 that concludes
the parashah, the elders were to declare that their hands did not shed
the blood nor their eyes see it, and they were to ask God to absolve
the Israelites, and not let guilt for the blood of the innocent remain
among them, and God would absolve them of bloodguilt.
Deuteronomy 21:9 concludes the final closed portion.
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10. When thou drawest nigh unto a city to fight against it,
then proclaim peace unto it.
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11. And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and

open unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that are

found therein shall become tributary unto thee, and shall
serve thee.
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12. And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make
war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it.
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13. And when YHVH your God delivereth it into your hand,
thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the
sword,;
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14. but the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and
all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou
take for a prey unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of
thine enemies, which YHVH your God hath given thee.
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15. Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far
off from thee, which are not of the cities of these nations.

18 https://dailyzohar.com



https://dailyzohar.com/

Torah — Deuteronomy- Shoftim

2 17 it i s ok TRy R B 6
imatys-oo monm N o
16. Howbeit of the cities of these peoples, that YHVH your

God giveth thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive
nothing that breatheth,
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17. but thou shalt utterly destroy them: the Hittite, and the
Amorite, the Canaanite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and
the Jebusite; as YHVH your God hath commanded thee;
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18. that they teach you not to do after all their
abominations, which they have done unto their gods, and so
ye sin against YHVH your God.
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19. When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making
war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees
thereof by wielding an axe against them; for thou mayest eat
of them, but thou shalt not cut them down; for is the tree of
the field man, that it should be besieged of thee?
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20. Only the trees of which thou knowest that they are not
trees for food, them thou mayest destroy and cut down, that
thou mayest build bulwarks against the city that maketh
war with thee, until it fall.

Chapter: 21
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1. If one be found slain in the land which YHVH your God
giveth thee to possess it, lying in the field, and it be not
known who hath smitten him;
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2. then your elders and your judges shall come forth, and
they shall measure unto the cities which are round about
him that is slain.
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3. And it shall be, that the city which is nearest unto the
slain man, even the elders of that city shall take a heifer of
the herd, which hath not been wrought with, and which
hath not drawn in the yoke.
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4. And the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer

unto a rough valley, which may neither be plowed nor sown,
and shall break the heifer's neck there in the valley.

i N T NS B D "o 3 Do Wik 5
i:ii—B:w :H—B: il 1:':"9—51:1 i iy T\b“:n

5. And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near--for
them YHVH your God hath chosen to minister unto Him,
and to bless in the name of YHVH; and according to their
word shall every controversy and every stroke be.
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6. And all the elders of that city, who are nearest unto the

slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer whose
neck was broken in the valley.

Aliya: Maftir
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7. And they shall speak and say: 'Our hands have not shed
this blood, neither have our eyes seen it.
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8. Forgive, O YHVH, Thy people Israel, whom Thou hast

redeemed, and suffer not innocent blood to remain in the

midst of Thy people Israel.' And the blood shall be forgiven
them.
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9. So shalt thou put away the innocent blood from the

midst of thee, when thou shalt do that which is right in the
eyes of YHVH.

- End of Parasha -
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