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Shofetim or Shoftim (שֹׁפְטִים — Hebrew for "judges," the first word in 
the parashah) is the 48th weekly Torah portion (פָּרָשָׁה, parashah) in the 
annual Jewish cycle of Torah reading and the fifth in the Book of 
Deuteronomy. It constitutes Deuteronomy 16:18–21:9. The parashah 
provides a constitution — a basic societal structure — for the 
Israelites. The parashah sets out rules for judges, kings, Levites, 
prophets, cities of refuge, witnesses, war, and unsolved murders. 
This parashah has 5590 letters, 1523 words, 97 verses, and 192 lines 
in a sefer Torah. Jews generally read it in August or September. 
  
In traditional Sabbath Torah reading, the parashah is divided into 
seven aliyot or "readings" (עליות). In the Masoretic Text, Parashat 
Shofetim has four "open portion" (פתוחה, petuchah) divisions (roughly 
equivalent to paragraphs, often abbreviated with the Hebrew letter  פ 
pe). Parashat Shofetim has several further subdivisions, called "closed 
portions" (סתומה, setumah, abbreviated with the Hebrew letter  ס 
samekh) within the open portion divisions. The short first open portion 
divides the first reading. The long second open portion goes from the 
middle of the first reading to the middle of the fifth reading. The third 
open portion goes from the middle of the fifth reading to the middle of 
the seventh. The final, fourth open portion divides the seventh reading. 
Closed portion divisions further divide the first, fifth, and sixth aliyot, 
and each of the short second and third aliyot constitutes a closed 
portion of its own. 
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 Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham  

In the first reading, Moses directed the Israelites to appoint judges 
 shophṭim(and officials fortheir tribes to govern the people(שֹׁפְטִים  
with justice,with impartiality, and without bribes. "Justice, justice 
shalt thou follow", he said. 

A closed portion ends here. In the continuation of the reading, Moses 
warned the Israelites against setting up a sacred post beside God's 
altar or erecting a baetylus. A closed portion ends here with the end 
of chapter 16. 

In the continuation of the reading, Moses warned the Israelites 
against the korban (sacrifice) of an ox or sheep with any serious 
congenital disorder. Another closed portion ends here. And as the 
reading continues, Moses instructed that if the Israelites found a 
person who worshiped other gods - the sun, the moon, or other 
astronomical object — then they were to make a thorough inquiry, 
and if they established the fact on the testimony of two or more 
witnesses, then they were to stone the person to death, with the 
witnesses throwing the first stones. The first open portion ends here . 

In the continuation of the reading, Moses taught that if a legal case 
proved too baffling for the Israelites to decide, then they were 
promptly to go to Temple in Jerusalem, appear before the kohenim 
or judge in charge, and present their problem, and carry out any 
verdict that was announced there without deviating either to the right 
or to the left. They were to execute any man who presumptuously 
disregarded the priest or the judge, so that all the people would hear, 
be afraid, and not act presumptuously again. The first reading and a 
closed portion end here. 

Chapter: 16 

ן  .18 תּתִֶּֽ ים  טְרִ֗ וְשֹֽׁ ים  פְטִ֣ כָל   לְךָ֙ -שֹֽׁ ה  -בְּ יְהוָֹ֧ ר  אֲשֶׁ֨ יךָ  עָרֶ֔ שְׁ
פְֽט֥וּ אֶת  יךָ וְשָׁ בָטֶ֑ יךָ נתֹןֵ֥ לְךָ֖ לִשְׁ ט - אֱלהֶֹ֛ פַּ דֶק:  -הָעָ֖ם מִשְׁ צֶֽ

 
18.   Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all your 
gates, which YHVH your God giveth thee, tribe by tribe; and 
they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 

א  .19 א - לֹֽ ים וְלֹֽ נִ֑ י֖ר פָּ א תַכִּ ט לֹ֥ פָּ֔ ה מִשְׁ ֣ י  -תַטֶּ ֣ חַד כִּ ח שֹׁ֔ ֣ תִקַּ
ם:   יקִֽ י צַדִּ בְרֵ֥ ף דִּ ֖ יסַלֵּ ים וִֽ י חֲכָמִ֔ ר֙ עֵינֵ֣ חַד יְעַוֵּ ֹ֗  הַשּׁ
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19.   Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect 
persons; neither shalt thou take a gift; for a gift doth blind 
the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous. 

אֶת   .20 תָּ֣  רַשְׁ ֽ וְיָ תִּֽחְיֶה֙  עַן  לְמַ֤ ף  רְדֹּ֑ תִּ דֶק  צֶ֖ דֶק  רֶץ  - צֶ֥ הָאָ֔
ר  ךְ: (ס) -אֲשֶׁ            יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ נתֹןֵ֥ לָֽ

20.   Justice, justice shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, 
and inherit the land which YHVH your God giveth thee. 

א  .21 ל- לֹֽ ה כָּ רָ֖ ע לְךָ֛ אֲשֵׁ ֥ ח יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ  -תִטַּ צֶל מִזְבַּ֛ ץ אֵ֗ עֵ֑
ה  ר֥ תַּֽעֲשֶׂ ךְ:  -אֲשֶׁ ֽ  לָּ

21.   Thou shalt not plant thee an Asherah of any kind of 
tree beside the altar of YHVH your God, which thou shalt 
make thee. 

א  .22 מַצֵּ - וְלֹֽ לְךָ֖  ים  יךָ:  תָקִ֥ אֱלהֶֹֽ יְהוָֹ֥ה  נֵ֖א  שָׂ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ בָה֑ 
           (ס)

22.   Neither shalt thou set thee up a pillar, which YHVH 
your God hateth. 

Chapter: 17 

א  .1 ה בוֹ֙ מ֔וּם  - לֹֽ ֥ ר יִהְיֶ ה אֲשֶׁ֨ יךָ שׁוֹר וָשֶׂ֗ ה אֱלהֶֹ֜ יהוָֹ֨ ח֩ לַֽ תִזְבַּ
י תֽ  ֧ ע כִּ ר רָ֑ בָ֣ ל דָּ ת יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ הֽוּא: (ס)כֹּ֖            וֹעֲבַ֛

1.   Thou shalt not sacrifice unto YHVH your God an ox, or a 
sheep, wherein is a blemish, even any evil thing; for that is 
an abomination unto YHVH your God. 

י  .2 ֽ עָ -כִּ שְׁ ד  אַחַ֣ בְּ ךָ֙  בְקִרְבְּ א  צֵ֤ ריִמָּ אֲשֶׁ יךָ  יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ  -רֶ֔
ישׁ אֽוֹ  ךְ אִ֣ ֧ה אֶת-נתֹןֵ֣ לָ֑ עֲשֶׂ ֽ ר יַ ה אֲשֶׁ֨ ָ֗ ה- אִשּׁ י יְהוָֹֽ עֵינֵ֣ ע בְּ - הָרַ֛

רִיתֽוֹ:   ר בְּ עֲבֹ֥  אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ לַֽ
2.   If there be found in the midst of thee, within any of your 
gates which YHVH your God giveth thee, man or woman, 
that doeth that which is evil in the sight of YHVH your God, 
in transgressing His covenant, 

מֶשׁ | א֣וֹ    .3 ֶ֣ תַּח֖וּ לָהֶם֑ וְלַשּׁ שְׁ ים וַיִּ ים אֲחֵרִ֔ עֲבדֹ֙ אֱלהִֹ֣ ֽ יַּ לֶךְ וַֽ וַיֵּ֗
חַ א֛וֹ לְכָל  רֵ֗ א -לַיָּ ר֥ לֹֽ מַ֖יִם אֲשֶׁ ָ יתִי:  צִ -צְבָא֥ הַשּׁ ֽ  וִּ

3.   and hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped 
them, or the sun, or the moon, or any of the host of heaven, 
which I have commanded not; 
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ד   .4 גַּ ר  -וְהֻֽ בָ֔ ה אֱמֶת֙ נָכ֣וֹן הַדָּ ב וְהִנֵּ֤ תָּ֣ הֵיטֵ֔ רַשְׁ עְתָּ וְדָֽ מָ֑ לְךָ֖ וְשָׁ
וֹעֵבָ֥  תהָ֛ הַתּֽ עֶשְׂ ל:  נֶֽ רָאֵֽ יִשְׂ את בְּ  ה הַזֹּ֖

4.   and it be told thee, and thou hear it, then shalt thou 
inquire diligently, and, behold, if it be true, and the thing 
certain, that such abomination is wrought in Israel; 

ישׁ הַה֡וּא אוֹ֩ אֶת - וְהֽוֹצֵאתָ֣ אֶת  .5 ֣ר  הָֽ -הָאִ֣ וא אֲשֶׁ ה הַהִ֜ ָ֨ אִשּׁ
אֶת  שׂוּ  אֶל -עָ֠ ה֙  הַזֶּ ע  הָרַ֤ ר  בָ֨ אֶת -הַדָּ יךָ  עָרֶ֔ א֖וֹ  -שְׁ ישׁ  הָאִ֕

תוּ:  -אֶת  ים וָמֵֽ אֲבָנִ֖ ֽ ה וּסְקַלְתּםָ֥ בָּ ָ֑ אִשּׁ  הָֽ
5.   then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, 
who have done this evil thing, unto your gates, even the 
man or the woman; and thou shalt stone them with stones, 
that they die. 

א  -עַל  .6 ֑ת לֹ֣ ת הַמֵּ ים יוּמַ֣ ה֥ עֵדִ֖ לשָׁ ים א֛וֹ שְׁ יִם עֵדִ֗ נַ֣ שְׁ י |  ֣ פִּ
ת עַל  ד:  -יוּמַ֔ י עֵ֥ד אֶחָֽ ֖  פִּ

6.   At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall 
he that is to die be put to death; at the mouth of one witness 
he shall not be put to death. 

ים תִּֽהְיֶה   .7 עֵדִ֞ ד הָֽ ֣ ל- יַ ד כָּ ֥ וְיַ הֲמִית֔וֹ  אשׁנָֹה֙ לַֽ וֹ בָרִֽ ם  - בּ֤ הָעָ֖
ךָ: (פ)   ֽ רְבֶּ ע מִקִּ עַרְתָּ֥ הָרָ֖ ה וּבִֽ חֲרנָֹ֑ אַֽ  בָּ

7.   The hand of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put 
him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So 
thou shalt put away the evil from the midst of thee. 

ין  .8 בֵּ ט  פָּ֗ שְׁ לַמִּ ר  דָבָ֜ ךָ֙  מִמְּ לֵא֩  יִפָּ י  ֣ ין - כִּ בֵּ ם  לְדָ֜  | ם  ֨ ין  - דָּ ֣ דִּ
יתָ  לְדִ֗  וְעָלִ֔ וְקַמְתָּ֣  יךָ  עָרֶ֑ שְׁ בִּ ת  רִיבֹ֖ י  בְרֵ֥ דִּ גַע  לָנֶ֔ גַע֙  נֶ֨ וּבֵי֥ן  ין 
ל וֹ:  - אֶ֨ ר יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ בּֽ ר֥ יִבְחַ֛ ק֔וֹם אֲשֶׁ  הַמָּ

8.   If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment, 
between blood and blood, between plea and plea, and 
between stroke and stroke, even matters of controversy 
within your gates; then shalt thou arise, and get thee up 
unto the place which YHVH your God shall choose. 

אֶל   .9 ל - וּבָאתָ֗  וְאֶ֨ ם  לְוִיִּ֔ הַֽ הֲנִים֙  ה  -הַכֹּֽ ֖ הְיֶ ֽ יִ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ ט  פֵֹ֔ הַשּׁ
ים מִ֣ יָּ ט:    בַּ ֽ פָּ שְׁ בַר֥ הַמִּ ידוּ לְךָ֔ אֵת֖ דְּ ֣ ֙ וְהִגִּ תָּ רַשְׁ  הָהֵם֑ וְדָֽ

9.   And thou shall come unto the priests the Levites, and 
unto the judge that shall be in those days; and thou shalt 
inquire; and they shall declare unto thee the sentence of 
judgment. 
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יתָ עַל  .10 ֗ ידוּ לְךָ֔ מִן -וְעָשִׂ ֣ ֣ר יַגִּ בָר֙ אֲשֶׁ י הַדָּ ֤ ק֣וֹם הַה֔וּא  -פִּ הַמָּ
ר֥ יוֹרֽוּךָ:   ל אֲשֶׁ כֹ֖ וֹת כְּ עֲשׂ֔ מַֽרְתָּ֣ לַֽ ר יְהוָֹ֑ה וְשָׁ ר֖ יִבְחַ֣  אֲשֶׁ

10.   And thou shalt do according to the tenor of the 
sentence, which they shall declare unto thee from that place 
which YHVH shall choose; and thou shalt observe to do 
according to all that they shall teach thee. 

֣ר יוֹר֗וּךָ וְעַל-עַל  .11 ה אֲשֶׁ י הַתּוֹרָ֜ ֨ ר- פִּ ט אֲשֶׁ ֛ פָּ שְׁ אמְר֥וּ  -הַמִּ יֹֽ
מִן  תָס֗וּר  א  לֹ֣ ה֑  תַּֽעֲשֶׂ אֲ - לְךָ֖  ר  בָ֛ ר הַדָּ יָמִ֥ין  - שֶׁ לְךָ֖  ידוּ  ֥ יַגִּ

אל:   מֹֽ  וּשְׂ
11.   According to the law which they shall teach thee, and 
according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, thou 
shalt do; thou shalt not turn aside from the sentence which 
they shall declare unto thee, to the right hand, nor to the 
left. 

ר   .12 אֲשֶׁ ישׁ  אֶל-וְהָאִ֞ עַֽ  מֹ֤ שְׁ י  ֨ לְבִלְתִּ בְזָד֗וֹן  ֣ה  עֲשֶׂ ֽ הַכּהֵֹן֙  - יַ
ם֙ אֶת ֤רֶת שָׁ ד לְשָׁ עמֵֹ֞ יךָ א֖וֹ אֶל-הָֽ ה אֱלהֶֹ֔ ט וּמֵת֙  - יְהוָֹ֣ פֵֹ֑ הַשּׁ

ל:   רָאֵֽ שְׂ ע מִיִּ עַרְתָּ֥ הָרָ֖ ישׁ הַה֔וּא וּבִֽ  הָאִ֣
12.   And the man that doeth presumptuously, in not 
hearkening unto the priest that standeth to minister there 
before YHVH your God, or unto the judge, even that man 
shall die; and thou shalt exterminate the evil from Israel. 

אוּ - וְכָל  .13 מְע֣וּ וְיִרָ֑ ם יִשְׁ א יְזִיד֖וּן עֽוֹד: (ס)  הָעָ֖            וְלֹ֥
13.   And all the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more 
presumptuously. 

 
 Aliya: Levi-Gevurah-Isaac  

In the second reading, Moses instructed that if, after the Israelites 
had settled the Land of Israel, they decided to set a king over them, 
they were to be free to do so, taking an Israelite chosen by God. The 
king was not to keep many horses , marry many wives, or amass 
excess silver and gold. The king was to write for himself a copy of 
this Teaching to remain with him and read all his life, so that he 
might learn to revere God and faithfully observe these laws. He 
would thus not act haughtily toward his people nor deviate from the 
law, and as a consequence, he and his descendants would enjoy a 
long reign. The second reading and a closed portion end here with 
the end of chapter 17. 
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י    .14 ֽ אֶל -כִּ א  ךְ  -תָבֹ֣ לָ֔ נתֹןֵ֣  יךָ֙  אֱלהֶֹ֨ ה  יְהוָֹ֤ ר  אֲשֶׁ֨ רֶץ  הָאָ֗
כָל וִֽ  כְּ לֶךְ  מֶ֔ עָלַי֙  ֤ימָה  אָשִׂ מַרְתָּ֗  וְאָֽ הּ֑  בָּ ה  ֣בְתָּ וְיָשַׁ תּהָּ֖  - ירִשְׁ

יבתָֹֽי:  ר֥ סְבִֽ ם אֲשֶׁ ֖  הַגּוֹיִ
14.   When thou art come unto the land which YHVH your 
God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell 
therein; and shalt say: 'I will set a king over me, like all the 
nations that are round about me'; 

וֹ    .15 בּ֑ אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ  יְהוָֹ֥ה  ר  יִבְחַ֛ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ לֶךְ  מֶ֔ יךָ֙  עָלֶ֨ ֤ים  שִׂ תָּ שׂוֹם 
ישׁ   יךָ֙ אִ֣ ל לָתֵ֤ת עָלֶ֨ א תוּכַ֗ לֶךְ לֹ֣ יךָ֙ מֶ֔ י֤ם עָלֶ֨ שִׂ יךָ תָּ רֶב אַחֶ֗ ֣ מִקֶּ

ר֥ לֹֽ  י אֲשֶׁ יךָ הֽוּא:  - אנָכְרִ֔  אָחִ֖
15.   thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom 
YHVH your God shall choose; one from among your brethren 
shalt thou set king over thee; thou mayest not put a 
foreigner over thee, who is not your brother. 

א  .16 לֹֽ א - ה יַרְבֶּ - רַק֘  וְלֹֽ סוּסִים֒◌  וֹ  אֶת-לּ֣ ֤יב  הָעָם֙  - יָשִׁ
סִפ֗וּן   א תֹֽ ם לֹ֣ ר לָכֶ֔ יהוָֹה֙ אָמַ֣ וַֽ וֹת ס֑וּס  יְמָה לְמַ֖עַן הַרְבּ֣ מִצְרַ֔

֖ה עֽוֹד:   רֶךְ הַזֶּ ֥ דֶּ וּב בַּ  לָשׁ֛
16.   Only he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause 
the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should 
multiply horses; forasmuch as YHVH hath said unto you: 
'Ye shall henceforth return no more that way.' 

ה   .17 יַרְבֶּ א  א  -וְלֹ֤ ב לֹ֥ וְזָהָ֔ סֶף  וְכֶ֣ יָס֖וּר לְבָב֑וֹ  א  וְלֹ֥ ים  נָשִׁ֔ לּוֹ֙ 
ה ד:  -יַרְבֶּ וֹ מְאֹֽ  לּ֖

17.   Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart 
turn not away; neither shall he greatly multiply to himself 
silver and gold. 

תַב ל֜וֹ אֶת   .18 וֹ וְכָ֨ א מַמְלַכְתּ֑ ֣ סֵּ ל כִּ וֹ עַ֖ בְתּ֔ ה כְשִׁ ֣ ה  -וְהָיָ נֵ֨ מִשְׁ
ה הַזּאֹת֙ עַל הֲ -הַתּוֹרָ֤ י הַכֹּֽ פְנֵ֖ פֶר מִלִּ ם:  סֵ֔ ֽ לְוִיִּ ים הַֽ  נִ֥

18.   And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his 
kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a 
book, out of that which is before the priests the Levites. 

ל  .19 רָא ב֖וֹ כָּ וֹ וְקָ֥ יְתָ֣ה עִמּ֔ י חַיָּ֑ -וְהָֽ ד לְיִרְאָה֙  יְמֵ֣ עַן יִלְמַ֗ יו לְמַ֣
אֶת-אֶת  ר  מֹ֠ לִשְׁ יו  אֱלהָֹ֔ ה  ל- יְהוָֹ֣ את  - כָּ הַזֹּ֛ ה  הַתּוֹרָ֥ י  בְרֵ֞ דִּ
עֲשׂתםָֽ:  - וְאֶת  ה לַֽ ים הָאֵלֶּ֖ ֥ חֻקִּ  הַֽ

19.   And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all 
the days of his life; that he may learn to fear YHVH his God, 
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to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do 
them; 

רוּם  .20 מִן-לְבִלְתִּ֤י  ס֥וּר  וּלְבִלְתִּ֛י  יו  אֶחָ֔ מֵֽ צְוָ֖ה  - לְבָבוֹ֙  הַמִּ
ים עַל  יךְ יָמִ֧ אֲרִ֨ ֽ עַן יַ אול לְמַ֩ מֹ֑ ין וּשְׂ יו-יָמִ֣ וֹ ה֥וּא וּבָנָ֖  מַמְלַכְתּ֛

רֶב יִ  קֶ֥ ל: (ס)בְּ רָאֵֽ            שְׂ
20.   that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and 
that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right 
hand, or to the left; to the end that he may prolong his days 
in his kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of Israel. 

 

 Aliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob  
In the third reading, Moses explained that the Levites were to have 
no territorial portion, but were to live only on offerings, for God was 
to be their portion. In exchange for their service to God, the priests 
were to receive the shoulder, cheeks, and stomach of sacrifices, the 
first fruits of the Israelites' cereal, wine , oil , and the first sheep 
shearing. The third reading and a closed portion end here. 
 

Chapter: 18 

ל-לאֹ  .1 כָּ ם  לְוִיִּ֜ הַֽ ים  הֲנִ֨ לַכֹּֽ ה  הְיֶ֠ ֽ ֧- יִ ה  שֵׁ חֲלָ֖ וְנַֽ לֶק  חֵ֥ י  לֵוִ֛ בֶט 
אכֵלֽוּן:  -עִם חֲלָת֖וֹ יֹֽ ה וְנַֽ י יְהוָֹ֛ ֵ֧ רָאֵל֑ אִשּׁ  יִשְׂ

1.   The priests the Levites, even all the tribe of Levi, shall 
have no portion nor inheritance with Israel; they shall eat 
the offerings of YHVH made by fire, and His inheritance. 

לאֹ  .2 חֲלָ֥ה  הְיֶה -וְנַֽ ֽ חֲלָת֔וֹ  - יִ נַֽ ה֣וּא  יְהוָֹה֙  יו  אֶחָ֑ רֶב  קֶ֣ בְּ וֹ  לּ֖
ר  בֶּ ר֖ דִּ אֲשֶׁ ֽ            לֽוֹ: (ס) -כַּ

2.   And they shall have no inheritance among their 
brethren; YHVH is their inheritance, as He hath spoken 
unto them. 

בַח    .3 ֖ י הַזֶּ בְחֵ֥ ת זֹֽ ם מֵאֵ֛ ת הָעָ֗ ים מֵאֵ֣ הֲנִ֜ ט הַכֹּֽ פַּ֨ וְזֶ֡ה יִהְיֶה֩ מִשְׁ
וֹר אִם-אִם עַ וְהַלְּ - שׁ֣ רֹ֥ ן הַזְּ ה֑ וְנָתַן֙ לַכּהֵֹ֔ ה:  שֶׂ בָֽ יִם וְהַקֵּ ֖  חָיַ

3.   And this shall be the priests' due from the people, from 
them that offer a sacrifice, whether it be ox or sheep, that 
they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the two 
cheeks, and the maw. 
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נְךָ֜ תִּ   .4 גָֽ ית דְּ ֨ ן רֵאשִׁ תֶּ תִּ אנְךָ֖  ז צֹֽ ֥ ֛ית גֵּ ךָ וְרֵאשִׁ ךָ֣ וְיִצְהָרֶ֗ - ירֽשְׁ
 וֹ:  לֽ 

4.   The first-fruits of your corn, of your wine, and of thine 
oil, and the first of the fleece of your sheep, shalt thou give 
him. 

ל   .5 ר יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ מִכָּ חַ֛ י ב֗וֹ בָּ ֣ בָטֶ֑ -כִּ ת  שְׁ רֵ֧ ד לְשָׁ עֲמֹ֨ יךָ לַֽ
ם שֵׁ ל-בְּ יו כָּ ה ה֥וּא וּבָנָ֖ ים: (ס) - יְהוָֹ֛ מִֽ            הַיָּ

5.   For YHVH your God hath chosen him out of all your 
tribes, to stand to minister in the name of YHVH, him and 
his sons for ever. 

 

 Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses  
In the fourth reading, Moses told that the country-based Levites were 
to be free to come from their settlements to the place that God chose 
as a shrine to serve with their fellow Levites based there, and there 
they were to receive equal shares of the dues. A closed portion ends 
here. 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that the 
Israelites were not to imitate the abhorrent practices of the nations 
that they were displacing, consign their children to fire , or act as 
an augur, soothsayer, diviner, sorcerer, one who casts spells, one 
who consults ghosts or familiar spirits, or one who inquires of the 
dead, for it was because of those abhorrent acts that God was 
dispossessing the residents of the land. The fourth reading ends here. 
  

י  .6 ל- וְכִֽ יךָ֙ מִכָּ עָרֶ֨ ד שְׁ אַחַ֤ י מֵֽ וִ֜ א הַלֵּ ר-יָבֹ֨ ל אֲשֶׁ רָאֵ֔ ה֖וּא  - יִשְׂ
כָל  בְּ וּבָא֙  ם֑  שָׁ ר  ֣ נַפְשׁ֔ - גָּ ת  ֣ אֶל אַוַּ ר-וֹ  אֲשֶׁ ק֖וֹם  יִבְחַ֥ר  - הַמָּ

ה:    יְהוָֹֽ
6.   And if a Levite come from any of your gates out of all 
Israel, where he sojourneth, and come with all the desire of 
his soul unto the place which YHVH shall choose; 

אֱלהָֹי֑  .7 ה  יְהוָֹ֣ ם֖  שֵׁ בְּ ת  רֵ֕ כָל וְשֵׁ כְּ ים  -ו  מְדִ֥ הָעֹֽ ם  לְוִיִּ֔ הַֽ אֶחָיו֙ 
ה:   י יְהוָֹֽ ם֖ לִפְנֵ֥  שָׁ

7.   then he shall minister in the name of YHVH his God, as 
all his brethren the Levites do, who stand there before 
YHVH. 
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עַל  .8 יו  רָ֖ מִמְכָּ לְבַד֥  יאֹכֵל֑וּ  לֶק  חֵ֖ כְּ לֶק  אָבֽוֹ -חֵ֥ ת:  הָֽ
           (ס)

8.   They shall have like portions to eat, beside that which is 
his due according to the fathers' houses. 

אֶל   .9 א  בָּ֣ ה֙  אַתָּ י  ֤ ר -כִּ אֲשֶׁ רֶץ  ךְ  -הָאָ֔ לָ֑ נתֹןֵ֣  אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ  יְהוָֹ֥ה 
א ם:  - לֹֽ ם הָהֵֽ ֥ ת הַגּוֹיִ תֽוֹעֲבֹ֖ וֹת כְּ עֲשׂ֔ ד לַֽ  תִלְמַ֣

9.   When thou art come into the land which YHVH your God 
giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the 
abominations of those nations. 

א  .10 נֽוֹ -לֹֽ בְּ עֲבִי֥ר  מַֽ בְךָ֔  א  צֵ֣ ים  - יִמָּ קְסָמִ֔ ם  אֵשׁ֑ קסֵֹ֣ בָּ וֹ  וּבִתּ֖
ף:   ֵֽ שׁ וּמְכַשּׁ ן וּמְנַחֵ֖  מְעוֹנֵ֥

10.   There shall not be found among you any one that 
maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, one 
that useth divination, a soothsayer, or an enchanter, or a 
sorcerer, 

שׁ אֶל  .11 י וְדרֵֹ֖ ענִֹ֔ בֶר וְשׁאֵֹל֥ אוֹב֙ וְיִדְּ תיִֽם:  -וְחבֵֹר֖ חָ֑  הַמֵּ
11.   or a charmer, or one that consulteth a ghost or a 
familiar spirit, or a necromancer. 

י  .12 ל - כִּ כָּ יְהוָֹ֖ה  ת  -תֽוֹעֲבַת֥  וֹעֵבֹ֣ הַתּֽ וּבִגְלַל֙  ה  אֵלֶּ֑ ה  שֵׂ עֹ֣
יךָ:  נֶֽ ישׁ אוֹתםָ֖ מִפָּ ה אֱלהֶֹי֔ךָ מוֹרִ֥ ה יְהוָֹ֣ לֶּ  הָאֵ֔

12.   For whosoever doeth these things is an abomination 
unto YHVH; and because of these abominations YHVH your 
God is driving them out from before thee. 

יךָ:    .13 ם יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹֽ ה עִ֖ ים תּהְִֽיֶ֔ מִ֣  תָּ
13.   Thou shalt be whole-hearted with YHVH your God. 

 

 Aliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron  
  
In the fifth reading, Moses foretold that God would raise a prophet 
from among them like Moses and the Israelites were to heed 
him. When at Mount Horeb, the Israelites had asked not to hear 
God's voice directly; God created the role of the prophet to speak 
God's words, promising to hold to account anybody who failed to 
heed the prophet's words. But any prophet who presumed to speak 
an oracle in God's name that God had not commanded, or who spoke 
in the name of other gods, was to die. This was how the people were 
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to determine whether God spoke the oracle: If the prophet spoke in 
the name of God and the oracle did not come true, then God had not 
spoken that oracle, the prophet had uttered it presumptuously, and 
the people were not to fear him. A closed portion ends here with the 
end of chapter 18. 
 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that when the 
Israelites had settled in the land, they were to divide the land into 
three parts and set aside three Cities of Refuge, so that 
any manslayer could have a place to which to flee. And if the 
Israelites faithfully observed all the law and God enlarged the 
territory, then they were to add three more towns to those three. Only 
a manslayer who had killed another unwittingly, without being the 
other's enemy, might flee there and live. For instance, if a man went 
with his neighbor into a grove to cut wood, and as he swung an axe, 
the axe-head flew off the handle and struck and killed the neighbor, 
then the man could flee to one of the cities of refuge and live. The 
second open portion ends here. 
 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that if, however, 
one who was the enemy of another lay in wait, struck the other a fatal 
blow, and then fled to a city of refuge, the elders of the slayer's town 
were to have the slayer turned over to the blood-avenger to be put to 
death. The fifth reading and a closed portion end here. 
  

ם אֶל   .14 שׁ אוֹתָ֔ ה֙ יוֹרֵ֣ ר֤ אַתָּ ה אֲשֶׁ לֶּ ם הָאֵ֗ ֣ י | הַגּוֹיִ ֣ נְנִ֥ים  -כִּ מְעֹֽ
א כֵ֔ - וְאֶל ה לֹ֣ מָ֑עוּ וְאַתָּ֕ סְמִ֖ים יִשְׁ יךָ:  קֹֽ תַן לְךָ֖ יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹֽ  ן נָ֥

14.   For these nations, that thou art to dispossess, hearken 
unto soothsayers, and unto diviners; but as for thee, YHVH 
your God hath not suffered thee so to do. 

יָקִ֥   .15 נִי  מֹ֔ כָּ יךָ֙  אַחֶ֨ מֵֽ ךָ֤  רְבְּ מִקִּ יא  אֱלהֶֹי֑ךָ  נָבִ֨ ה  יְהוָֹ֣ לְךָ֖  ים 
מָעֽוּן:   שְׁ יו תִּ  אֵלָ֖

15.   A prophet will YHVH your God raise up unto thee, from 
the midst of thee, of your brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye shall hearken; 

ר   .16 אֲשֶׁ ל  כֹ֨ חֹ -כְּ בְּ יךָ֙  אֱלהֶֹ֨ ה  יְהוָֹ֤ ם  מֵעִ֨ לְתָּ  אַ֜ י֥וֹם  שָׁ בְּ ב  רֵ֔
עַ֙ אֶת  מֹ֨ ף לִשְׁ א אסֵֹ֗ ר לֹ֣ הָל֖ לֵאמֹ֑ י וְאֶת- הַקָּ ה אֱלהָֹ֔ - קוֹל֙ יְהוָֹ֣

א את לֹֽ ה הַזֹּ֛ דלָֹ֥ שׁ הַגְּ א אָמֽוּת:  - הָאֵ֨  אֶרְאֶה֥ ע֖וֹד וְלֹ֥
16.   according to all that thou didst desire of YHVH your 
God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying: 'Let me not 
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hear again the voice of YHVH my God, neither let me see 
this great fire any more, that I die not.' 

רוּ:    .17 ֽ בֵּ ר֥ דִּ יבוּ אֲשֶׁ י הֵיטִ֖ אמֶר יְהוָֹ֖ה אֵלָ֑  וַיֹּ֥
17.   And YHVH said unto me: 'They have well said that 
which they have spoken. 

דְבָרַי֙    .18 תַתִּ֤י  וְנָֽ מ֑וֹךָ  כָּ אֲחֵיהֶם֖  רֶב  ֥ מִקֶּ ם  לָהֶ֛ ים  אָקִ֥ יא  נָבִ֨
ל  ם אֵת֖ כָּ ר אֲלֵיהֶ֔ יו וְדִבֶּ֣ פִ֔ נּוּ:  - בְּ ֽ ר֥ אֲצַוֶּ  אֲשֶׁ

18.   I will raise them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee; and I will put My words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 
command him. 

א   .19 לֹֽ ר֤  אֲשֶׁ הָאִישׁ֙  ה  אֶל-וְהָיָ֗ מַע֙  ר֖  - יִשְׁ יְדַבֵּ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ י  בָרַ֔ דְּ
וֹ:   עִמּֽ נכִֹי֖ אֶדְר֥שׁ מֵֽ מִ֑י אָֽ שְׁ  בִּ

19.   And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not 
hearken unto My words which he shall speak in My name, I 
will require it of him. 

֤ר    .20 אֲשֶׁ ת  אֵ֣ י  מִ֗ שְׁ בִּ ר  בָ֜ דָּ ר  לְדַבֵּ֨ יָזִיד֩  ֣ר  אֲשֶׁ יא  בִ֡ הַנָּ ךְ  אַ֣
א ים וּמֵ֖ת  -לֹֽ ים אֲחֵרִ֑ ם֖ אֱלהִֹ֣ שֵׁ ר בְּ ֣ר יְדַבֵּ֔ אֲשֶׁ ר וַֽ יתִיו֙ לְדַבֵּ֔ צִוִּ

בִי֥א הַהֽוּא:    הַנָּ
20.   But the prophet, that shall speak a word 
presumptuously in My name, which I have not commanded 
him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, 
that same prophet shall die.' 

ע אֶת   .21 לְבָבֶךָ֑ אֵיכָה֙ נֵדַ֣ א- וְכִי֥ תֹאמַ֖ר בִּ ר֥ לֹֽ ר אֲשֶׁ בָ֔ - הַדָּ
ה:  דִ  ר֖וֹ יְהוָֹֽ  בְּ

21.   And if thou say in your heart: 'How shall we know the 
word which YHVH hath not spoken?' 

ה וְלאֹ   .22 ם֣ יְהוָֹ֗ שֵׁ יא בְּ בִ֜ ר הַנָּ ר֩ יְדַבֵּ֨ א  -אֲשֶׁ בָר֙ וְלֹ֣ ה הַדָּ ֤ הְיֶ ֽ יִ
א  ר֥ לֹֽ ר אֲשֶׁ בָ֔ א ה֣וּא הַדָּ יא  -יָבֹ֔ בִ֔ ר֣וֹ הַנָּ בְּ זָדוֹן֙ דִּ ר֖וֹ יְהוָֹ֑ה בְּ דִבְּ

נּוּ: (ס) ֽ א תָג֖וּר מִמֶּ            לֹ֥
22.   When a prophet speaketh in the name of YHVH, if the 
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which 
YHVH hath not spoken; the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of him. 

Chapter: 19 
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י  .1 ֽ יךָ֙ אֶת-כִּ ה אֱלהֶֹ֨ ית יְהוָֹ֤ יךָ  - יַכְרִ֞ ה אֱלהֶֹ֔ ר֙ יְהוָֹ֣ ם אֲשֶׁ הַגּוֹיִ֔
ם:  - נתֹןֵ֥ לְךָ֖ אֶת יהֶֽ תֵּ רֵיהֶם֖ וּבְבָֽ בְתָּ֥ בְעָֽ שַׁ ֽ ם וְיָ תָּ֕ ירִשְׁ ם וִֽ  אַרְצָ֑

1.   When YHVH your God shall cut off the nations, whose 
land YHVH your God giveth thee, and thou dost succeed 
them, and dwell in their cities, and in their houses; 

ה    .2 יְהוָֹ֣ ר֙  אֲשֶׁ אַרְצְךָ֔  ת֣וֹךְ  בְּ ךְ  לָ֑ יל  ֣ בְדִּ תַּ ים  עָרִ֖ ל֥וֹשׁ  שָׁ
תָּֽהּ:   יךָ נתֹןֵ֥ לְךָ֖ לְרִשְׁ  אֱלהֶֹ֔

2.   thou shalt separate three cities for thee in the midst of 
your land, which YHVH your GOD giveth thee to possess it. 

֙ אֶת   .3 תָּ שְׁ לַּ רֶךְ֒ וְשִׁ ין לְךָ֘ הַדֶּ כִ֣ ילְךָ֖  -תָּ ר֥ יַנְחִֽ ב֣וּל אַרְצְךָ֔ אֲשֶׁ גְּ
ל ה כָּ מָּ֖ ה לָנ֥וּס שָׁ ה אֱלהֶֹי֑ךָ וְהָיָ֕ חַ:  - יְהוָֹ֣  רצֵֹֽ

3.   Thou shalt prepare thee the way, and divide the borders 
of your land, which YHVH your God causeth thee to inherit, 
into three parts, that every manslayer may flee thither. 

ר  .4 חַ אֲשֶׁ רצֵֹ֔ ר הָֽ בַ֣ ה אֶת-וְזֶה֙ דְּ ֤ יַכֶּ ר  י אֲשֶׁ֨ ה וָחָ֑ מָּ֖ - יָנ֥וּס שָׁ
בְלִי רֵ  הוּ֙ בִּ א- עֵ֨ עַת וְה֛וּא לֹֽ ם:  שׂ - דַ֔ לְשֹֽׁ ל שִׁ מֹ֥  נֵ֥א ל֖וֹ מִתְּ

4.   And this is the case of the manslayer, that shall flee 
thither and live: whoso killeth his neighbour unawares, and 
hated him not in time past; 

א אֶת   .5 ר֩ יָבֹ֨ אֲשֶׁ ה  -וַֽ חָ֨ ב עֵצִים֒◌ וְנִדְּ עַר֘ לַחְטֹ֣ הוּ בַיַּ יָד֤וֹ  רֵעֵ֥
רְזֶל֙ מִן  ל֤ הַבַּ ץ וְנָשַׁ ת הָעֵ֔ רְזֶן֙ לִכְרֹ֣ א אֶת -בַגַּ ץ וּמָצָ֥ הוּ  -הָעֵ֔ רֵעֵ֖

רִים - וָמֵ֑ת ה֗וּא יָנ֛וּס אֶל י:  - אַחַ֥ת הֶעָֽ ה וָחָֽ  הָאֵלֶּ֖
5.   as when a man goeth into the forest with his neighbour 
to hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with the axe to 
cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and 
lighteth upon his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto 
one of these cities and live; 

ן  .6 י-פֶּ ֣ כִּ חַ  רצֵֹ֗ הָֽ י  חֲרֵ֣ אַֽ ם  ֜ הַדָּ ל  גּאֵֹ֨ לְבָבוֹ֒  - יִרְדּףֹ֩  יֵחַם֘◌ 
יג֛  ִ יוְהִשּׂ ֽ ט- וֹ כִּ פַּ ין מִשְׁ פֶשׁ וְלוֹ֙ אֵ֣ הוּ נָ֑ ֣ רֶךְ וְהִכָּ ֖ ה֥ הַדֶּ וֶת  - יִרְבֶּ מָ֔

וֹם:   לְשֽׁ מ֥וֹל שִׁ א שׂנֵֹ֥א ה֛וּא ל֖וֹ מִתְּ י לֹ֣  כִּ֠
6.   lest the avenger of blood pursue the manslayer, while his 
heart is hot, and overtake him, because the way is long, and 
smite him mortally; whereas he was not deserving of death, 
inasmuch as he hated him not in time past. 

ךְ:  -עַל  .7 יל לָֽ ֥ בְדִּ ים תַּ שׁ עָרִ֖ לֹ֥ ר שָׁ ךָ֖ לֵאמֹ֑ נכִֹי֥ מְצַוְּ ן אָֽ ֛  כֵּ
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7.   Wherefore I command thee, saying: 'Thou shalt separate 
three cities for thee.' 

אֶת -וְאִם  .8 יךָ֙  אֱלהֶֹ֨ ה  יְהוָֹ֤ יב  ע֖  -יַרְחִ֞ בַּ נִשְׁ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ ֽ כַּ לְךָ֔  בֻ֣ גְּ
אֶת  לְךָ֙  תַן  וְנָ֤ אֲבתֹיֶ֑ךָ  ל -לַֽ לָתֵת֥  - כָּ ר֖  בֶּ דִּ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ רֶץ  הָאָ֔

אֲבתֹיֶֽךָ:    לַֽ
8.   And if YHVH your God enlarge your border, as He hath 
sworn unto your fathers, and give thee all the land which He 
promised to give unto your fathers-- 

י  .9 ֽ מרֹ֩ אֶת- כִּ ל- תִשְׁ י  -כָּ נכִֹ֣ ר אָֽ הּ אֲשֶׁ֨ עֲשׂתָ֗ את לַֽ ה הַזֹּ֜ צְוָ֨ הַמִּ
ה אֶת הֲבָ֞ לְאַֽ הַיּוֹם֒◌  ךָ֘  דְרָכָי֖ו  -מְצַוְּ בִּ כֶת  וְלָלֶ֥ יךָ  אֱלהֶֹ֛ ה  יְהוָֹ֧

ל מִ֑ - כָּ ה:  הַיָּ לֶּ ל֥שׁ הָאֵֽ ָ ל הַשּׁ ים עַ֖ שׁ עָרִ֔ לֹ֣ ֙ לְךָ֥ עוֹד֙ שָׁ סַפְתָּ ֽ ים וְיָ
 

9.   if thou shalt keep all this commandment to do it, which I 
command thee this day, to love YHVH your God, and to walk 
ever in His ways--then shalt thou add three cities more for 
thee, beside these three; 

יךָ    .10 ה אֱלהֶֹ֔ יְהוָֹ֣ ר֙  אֲשֶׁ אַרְצְךָ֔  רֶב  קֶ֣ בְּ י  נָקִ֔ ם  ֣ דָּ פֵךְ֙  ָ יִשּׁ א  וְלֹ֤
ים: (פ)   מִֽ יךָ דָּ ה עָלֶ֖ ֥ ה וְהָיָ חֲלָ֑  נתֹןֵ֥ לְךָ֖ נַֽ

10.   that innocent blood be not shed in the midst of your 
land, which YHVH your God giveth thee for an inheritance, 
and so blood be upon thee. 

ה֥וּ  - וְכִי  .11 יו וְהִכָּ ם עָלָ֔ רַב לוֹ֙ וְקָ֣ הוּ וְאָ֤ א לְרֵעֵ֔ ה אִישׁ֙ שׂנֵֹ֣ ֥ הְיֶ ֽ יִ
פֶשׁ וָמֵ֑ת וְנָ֕ס אֶל ל:  אַחַ֖ - נֶ֖ ים הָאֵֽ עָרִ֥  ת הֶֽ

11.   But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for 
him, and rise up against him, and smite him mortally that 
he die; and he flee into one of these cities; 

ם וְנָֽ   .12 ָ֑ קְח֥וּ אתֹ֖וֹ מִשּׁ י עִיר֔וֹ וְלָֽ לְֽחוּ֙ זִקְנֵ֣ ד גּאֵֹל֥  וְשָׁ ֛ יַ תְנ֣וּ אתֹ֗וֹ בְּ
ת:   ם וָמֵֽ ֖  הַדָּ

12.   then the elders of his city shall send and fetch him 
thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of 
blood, that he may die. 

א  .13 עַרְתָּ֧ דַם- לֹֽ יו וּבִֽ ינְךָ֖ עָלָ֑ י מִיִּ - תָח֥וֹס עֵֽ קִ֛ רָאֵל֖ וְט֥וֹב  הַנָּ שְׂ
ךְ: (ס)            לָֽ

13.   Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away 
the blood of the innocent from Israel, that it may go well 
with thee. 
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 Aliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph  
In the sixth reading, Moses warned that the Israelites were not to 
move their countrymen's landmarks, set up by previous generations, 
in the property that they were allotted in the land. A closed portion 
ends here. 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that an Israelite 
could be found guilty of an offense only on the testimony of two or 
more witnesses. If one person gave false testimony against another, 
then the two parties were to appear before God and the priests or 
judges, the judges were to make a thorough investigation, and if they 
found the person to have testified falsely, then they were to do to the 
witness as the witness schemed to do to the other. A closed portion 
ends here with the end of chapter 19. 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses taught that before the 
Israelites joined battle, the priest was to tell the troops not to fear, 
for God would accompany them. Then the officials were to ask the 
troops whether anyone had built a new house but not dedicated it, 
planted a vineyard but never harvested it, paid the bride-price for a 
wife but not yet married her, or become afraid and disheartened, and 
all these they were to send back to their homes. The sixth reading 
and a closed portion end with Deuteronomy 20:9. 
  

תְךָ֙     .14 חֲלָֽ נַֽ בְּ ים  אשׁנִֹ֑ רִֽ בְל֖וּ  ֽ גָּ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ עֲךָ֔  רֵֽ ב֣וּל  גְּ יג֙  תַסִּ א  לֹ֤
תָּֽהּ:   לְרִשְׁ לְךָ֖  נתֹןֵ֥  יךָ  ה אֱלהֶֹ֔ יְהוָֹ֣ ר֙  אֲשֶׁ רֶץ  אָ֕ בָּ ל  נְחַ֔ תִּ ֣ר  אֲשֶׁ

           (ס)
14.   Thou shalt not remove your neighbour's landmark, 
which they of old time have set, in thine inheritance which 
thou shalt inherit, in the land that YHVH your God giveth 
thee to possess it. 

א  .15 לְכָל -לֹֽ ישׁ  אִ֗ בְּ ד  אֶחָ֜ ד  עֵ֨ וּלְכָל -יָקוּם֩  את  -עָוֹן֙  חַטָּ֔
כָל עַל- בְּ א  חֱטָ֑ ֽ יֶ ֣ר  אֲשֶׁ טְא  עַל-חֵ֖ א֛וֹ  ים  עֵדִ֗ י  נֵ֣ שְׁ  | י  ֣ ֥ -פִּ י  פִּ

ֽה  לשָׁ ר:  -שְׁ בָֽ ים יָק֥וּם דָּ  עֵדִ֖
15.   One witness shall not rise up against a man for any 
iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth; at the 
mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, 
shall a matter be establishment 

י  .16 ֽ ה:  -יָק֥וּם עֵד -כִּ וֹ סָרָֽ עֲנ֥וֹת בּ֖ אִי֑שׁ לַֽ  חָמָ֖ס בְּ
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16.   If an unrighteous witness rise up against any man to 
bear perverted witness against him; 

נֵי   .17 שְׁ מְד֧וּ  ר - וְעָֽ אֲשֶׁ ֛ים  אֲנָשִׁ יְהוָֹ֑ה  -הָֽ י  לִפְנֵ֣ יב  הָרִ֖ לָהֶם֥ 
הֲנִ  י הַכֹּֽ ם:  לִפְנֵ֤ מִ֥ים הָהֵֽ יָּ הְי֖וּ בַּ ֽ ר֥ יִ ים אֲשֶׁ פְטִ֔ ֹ֣  ים֙ וְהַשּׁ

17.   then both the men, between whom the controversy is, 
shall stand before YHVH, before the priests and the judges 
that shall be in those days. 

וְהִנֵּ֤   .18 ב  הֵיטֵ֑ ים  פְטִ֖ ֹֽ הַשּׁ וּ  רְשׁ֥ עֵד וְדָֽ קֶ֖ר  -ה  שֶׁ ד  הָעֵ֔ קֶר֙  שֶׁ֨
יו:    עָנָ֥ה בְאָחִֽ

18.   And the judges shall inquire diligently; and, behold, if 
the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely 
against his brother; 

ע    .19 הָרָ֖ עַרְתָּ֥  וּבִֽ יו  לְאָחִ֑ וֹת  עֲשׂ֣ לַֽ זָמַ֖ם  ר֥  אֲשֶׁ ֽ כַּ ל֔וֹ  ֣יתֶם  עֲשִׂ וַֽ
ךָ:   ֽ רְבֶּ  מִקִּ

19.   then shall ye do unto him, as he had purposed to do 
unto his brother; so shalt thou put away the evil from the 
midst of thee. 

ים  .20 אָרִ֖ שְׁ אוּ וְלאֹיִשְׁ  וְהַנִּ בָר֥  -מְע֣וּ וְיִרָ֑ דָּ וֹת ע֗וֹד כַּ עֲשׂ֜ פוּ לַֽ יסִֹ֨
ךָ:   ֽ קִרְבֶּ ֖ה בְּ ע הַזֶּ  הָרָ֛

20.   And those that remain shall hear, and fear, and shall 
henceforth commit no more any such evil in the midst of 
thee. 

פֶשׁ בְּ   .21 ךָ נֶ֣ א תָח֖וֹס עֵינֶ֑ ד  וְלֹ֥ ֖ יָ ד בְּ ֥ ן יָ שֵׁ֔ ן֣ בְּ יִן֙ שֵׁ עַ֨ יִן בְּ פֶשׁ עַ֤ נֶ֗
גֶל: (ס) רָֽ גֶל בְּ            רֶ֥

21.   And thine eye shall not pity: life for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

Chapter: 20 

י  .1 ֽ ה עַל- כִּ לְחָמָ֜ א לַמִּ ךָ - תֵצֵ֨ יְבֶ֗ ב  אֹֽ ם רַ֣ כֶב֙ עַ֚ יתָ ס֤וּס וָרֶ֨ רָאִ֜  וְֽ
י ֽ כִּ מֵהֶם֑  א  תִירָ֖ א  לֹ֥ ךָ֔  עַלְךָ֖  -מִמְּ ֽ הַמַּ ךְ  עִמָּ֔ יךָ֙  אֱלהֶֹ֨ ה  יְהוָֹ֤

יִם:    מֵאֶרֶ֥ץ מִצְרָֽ
1.   When thou goest forth to battle against thine enemies, 
and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than 
thou, thou shalt not be afraid of them; for YHVH your God is 
with thee, who brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
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רָבְכֶם֖ אֶל  .2 קָֽ ה כְּ ר֥ אֶל -וְהָיָ֕ שׁ הַכּהֵֹן֖ וְדִבֶּ ֥ לְחָמָ֑ה וְנִגַּ - הַמִּ
ם:  הָ   עָֽ

2.   And it shall be, when ye draw nigh unto the battle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak unto the people, 

וֹם    .3 הַיּ֛ קְרֵבִי֥ם  ם  אַתֶּ֨ ל  רָאֵ֔ יִשְׂ ע  מַ֣ שְׁ אֲלֵהֶם֙  ר  וְאָמַ֤
עַל  לְחָמָ֖ה  אַל - לַמִּ יְבֵיכֶם֑  אַל -אֹֽ ם  לְבַבְכֶ֗ ךְ  תִּֽירְא֧וּ  -יֵרַ֣

ל ז֛וּ וְאַל - וְאַֽ חְפְּ ם:  -תַּ נֵיהֶֽ  תּעַַֽרְצ֖וּ מִפְּ
3.   and shall say unto them: 'Hear, O Israel, ye draw nigh 
this day unto battle against your enemies; let not your heart 
faint; fear not, nor be alarmed, neither be ye affrighted at 
them; 

ה    .4 יְהוָֹ֣ י  עִםכִּ֚ ם  לָכֶ֛ חֵ֥ם  לְהִלָּ כֶם֑  עִמָּ ךְ  הלֵֹ֖ הַֽ ם  הֵיכֶ֔ - אֱלֹֽ
ם:  אֹֽ  י֥עַֽ אֶתְכֶֽ  יְבֵיכֶם֖ לְהוֹשִׁ

4.   for YHVH your God is He that goeth with you, to fight for 
you against your enemies, to save you.' 

אֶל   .5 טְרִים֘◌  ֹֽ הַשּׁ ר֣וּ  י- וְדִבְּ מִֽ לֵאמרֹ֒  ם  ר  הָ - הָעָ֣ אֲשֶׁ֨ ישׁ  אִ֞
יִת  בַֽ ה  נָ֤ ן-בָּ פֶּ לְבֵית֑וֹ  ב  וְיָשֹׁ֣ ךְ  יֵלֵ֖ חֲנָכ֔וֹ  א  וְלֹ֣ יָמוּת֙  -חָדָשׁ֙ 

נּוּ:   ר יַחְנְכֶֽ ה וְאִי֥שׁ אַחֵ֖ לְחָמָ֔ מִּ  בַּ
5.   And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying: 
'What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath 
not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he 
die in the battle, and another man dedicate it. 

י   .6 ר -וּמִֽ ישׁ אֲשֶׁ֨ ב לְבֵית֑וֹ  -הָאִ֞ ךְ וְיָשֹׁ֣ ל֔וֹ יֵלֵ֖ א חִלְּ רֶם֙ וְלֹ֣ ֨ ע כֶּ נָטַ֥
ן לֶֽ -פֶּ ר יְחַלְּ ה וְאִי֥שׁ אַחֵ֖ לְחָמָ֔ מִּ  נּוּ:  יָמוּת֙ בַּ

6.   And what man is there that hath planted a vineyard, and 
hath not used the fruit thereof? let him go and return unto 
his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man use the 
fruit thereof. 

י   .7 ר -וּמִֽ אֲשֶׁ֨ ישׁ  וְלֹ֣ - הָאִ֞ ה֙  ָ אִשּׁ שׂ  ב  אֵרַ֤ וְיָשֹׁ֣ ךְ  יֵלֵ֖ הּ  לְקָחָ֔ א 
ן  ה:  -לְבֵית֑וֹ פֶּ נָּ חֶֽ ר יִקָּ ה וְאִי֥שׁ אַחֵ֖ לְחָמָ֔ מִּ  יָמוּת֙ בַּ

7.   And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and 
hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, 
lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.' 
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אֶל   .8 ר  לְדַבֵּ֣ טְרִים֘◌  ֹֽ הַשּׁ סְפ֣וּ  ֽ י -וְיָ מִֽ מְר֗וּ  וְאָֽ ישׁ  -הָעָם֒◌  הָאִ֤
אֶת ס  ֛ יִמַּ א  וְלֹ֥ לְבֵית֑וֹ  ב  וְיָשֹׁ֣ ךְ  יֵלֵ֖ ב  בָ֔ הַלֵּ ךְ  וְרַ֣ רֵא֙  לְבַב֥  -הַיָּ

לְבָבֽוֹ:   יו כִּ  אֶחָ֖
8.   And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and 
they shall say: 'What man is there that is fearful and faint-
hearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his 
brethren's heart melt as his heart.' 

אֶל   .9 ר  לְדַבֵּ֣ ים  טְרִ֖ ֹֽ הַשּׁ ת  כַלֹּ֥ כְּ ה  ֛ י  -וְהָיָ רֵ֥ שָׂ קְד֛וּ  וּפָֽ ם  הָעָ֑
א רֹ֥ ם: (ס)צְבָא֖וֹת בְּ            שׁ הָעָֽ

9.   And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of 
speaking unto the people, that captains of hosts shall be 
appointed at the head of the people. 

 

 Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David  
In the seventh reading, Moses instructed that when the Israelites 
approached to attack a town, they were to offer it terms of peace, and 
if the town surrendered, then all the people of the town were to serve 
the Israelites as slaves. But if the town did not surrender, then the 
Israelites were to lay siege to the town, and when God granted 
victory, kill all its men and take as booty the women, children, 
livestock, and everything else in the town. Those were the rules for 
towns that lay very far from Israel, but for the towns of the nations 
in the land — the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, 
and Jebusites — the Israelites were to kill everyone, lest they lead 
the Israelites into doing all the abhorrent things that those nations 
had done for their gods. A closed portion ends here. 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses instructed that when the 
Israelites besieged a city for a long time, they could eat the fruit of 
the city's trees, but they were not to cut down any trees that could 
yield food. The third open portion ends here with the end of chapter 
20. 
In the continuation of the reading, Moses taught that if, in the land, 
they found the body of a murder victim lying in the open, and they 
could not determine the killer, then the elders and judges were to 
measure the distances from the corpse to the nearby towns. The 
elders of the nearest town were to take a heifer that had never worked 
down to an ever-flowing wadi and break its neck. The priests were to 
come forward, and all the elders were to wash their hands over the 
heifer. 
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In the maftir (מפטיר) reading of Deuteronomy 21:7–9 that concludes 
the parashah, the elders were to declare that their hands did not shed 
the blood nor their eyes see it, and they were to ask God to absolve 
the Israelites, and not let guilt for the blood of the innocent remain 
among them, and God would absolve them of bloodguilt. 
Deuteronomy 21:9 concludes the final closed portion.  

י  .10 ֽ אֶל - כִּ ב  יהָ  - תִקְרַ֣ אֵלֶ֖ אתָ  וְקָרָ֥ יהָ  עָלֶ֑ ם  חֵ֖ לְהִלָּ יר  עִ֔
לֽוֹם:    לְשָׁ

10.   When thou drawest nigh unto a city to fight against it, 
then proclaim peace unto it. 

אִם  .11 ל- וְהָיָה֙  כָּ וְהָיָ֞ה  ךְ  לָ֑ ה  תְחָ֖ וּפָֽ תַּֽעַנְךָ֔  ל֣וֹם  ם  - שָׁ הָעָ֣
מְצָא עֲבָדֽוּךָ:  - הַנִּ הּ יִהְי֥וּ לְךָ֛ לָמַ֖ס וַֽ  בָ֗

11.   And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and 
open unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that are 
found therein shall become tributary unto thee, and shall 
serve thee. 

וְצַרְתָּ֖  -וְאִם  .12 מִלְחָמָ֑ה  ךָ֖  עִמְּ תהָ֥  שְׂ וְעָֽ ךְ  עִמָּ֔ לִים֙  תַשְׁ א  לֹ֤
יהָ:    עָלֶֽ

12.   And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make 
war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it. 

יתָ֥ אֶת   .13 ךָ וְהִכִּ יָדֶ֑ הּ יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ בְּ ל- וּנְתָנָ֛ הּ לְפִי-כָּ - זְכוּרָ֖
 רֶב:  חָֽ 

13.   And when YHVH your God delivereth it into your hand, 
thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the 
sword; 

ל  .14 יר כָּ ה בָעִ֛ ֥ ר יִהְיֶ ה וְכלֹ֩ אֲשֶׁ֨ הֵמָ֜ ף וְהַבְּ ים וְהַטַּ֨ שִׁ נָּ ק הַ֠ - רַ֣
֙ אֶת שְׁ  כַלְתָּ ךְ וְאָֽ ז לָ֑ בֹ֣ הּ תָּ ר֥ נָתןַ֛ יְהוָֹ֥ה  -לָלָ֖ יךָ אֲשֶׁ יְבֶ֔ ל אֹֽ לַ֣ שְׁ

ךְ:    אֱלהֶֹי֖ךָ לָֽ
14.   but the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and 
all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou 
take for a prey unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of 
thine enemies, which YHVH your God hath given thee. 

תַּֽעֲשֶׂ   .15 ן  ֤ לְכָל כֵּ ֛ר  -ה֙  אֲשֶׁ ד  מְאֹ֑ ךָ֖  מִמְּ ת  רְחקֹֹ֥ הָֽ ים  עָרִ֔ הֶ֣
וֹיִם- לאֹ י הַגּֽ עָרֵ֥ ה:  - מֵֽ נָּ ה הֵֽ  הָאֵלֶּ֖

15.   Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far 
off from thee, which are not of the cities of these nations. 
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עַמִּ   .16 הָֽ י  עָרֵ֤ מֵֽ ק  נתֹןֵ֥ לְךָ֖  רַ֗ יךָ  ה אֱלהֶֹ֔ יְהוָֹ֣ ר֙  אֲשֶׁ ה  לֶּ הָאֵ֔ ים֙ 
ל ה כָּ ֖ א תְחַיֶּ ה לֹ֥ חֲלָ֑ ה:  - נַֽ מָֽ  נְשָׁ

16.   Howbeit of the cities of these peoples, that YHVH your 
God giveth thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive 
nothing that breatheth, 

י  .17 חֲ - כִּ י  הַֽ ֔ רִזִּ וְהַפְּ י  עֲנִ֣ נַֽ הַכְּ אֱמרִֹי֙  וְהָֽ חִתִּ֤י  הַֽ ם  תַּֽחֲרִימֵ֗ ם  רֵ֣
יךָ:   ךָ֖ יְהוָֹ֥ה אֱלהֶֹֽ ר֥ צִוְּ אֲשֶׁ ֽ י כַּ י וְהַיְבוּסִ֑ ֖ חִוִּ  הַֽ

17.   but thou shalt utterly destroy them: the Hittite, and the 
Amorite, the Canaanite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and 
the Jebusite; as YHVH your God hath commanded thee; 

א  .18 ר לֹֽ עַן אֲשֶׁ֨ ם  - לְמַ֗ וֹעֲבתָֹ֔ כלֹ֙ תּֽ וֹת כְּ עֲשׂ֔ ד֤וּ אֶתְכֶם֙ לַֽ יְלַמְּ
ם:   הֵיכֶֽ אֱלֹֽ יהוָֹ֥ה  לַֽ חֲטָאתםֶ֖  וַֽ הֵיהֶם֑  לֵאלֹֽ וּ  עָשׂ֖ ר֥  אֲשֶׁ

           (ס)
18.   that they teach you not to do after all their 
abominations, which they have done unto their gods, and so 
ye sin against YHVH your God. 

י  .19 ֽ הּ  -תָצ֣וּר אֶל - כִּ יהָ לְתָפְשָׂ֗ ם עָלֶ֣ חֵ֧ הִלָּ ים לְֽ ים רַבִּ֜ עִיר֩ יָמִ֨
א אֶת - לֹֽ ית  חִ֤ ל  -תַשְׁ תֹאכֵ֔ נּוּ  ֣ מִמֶּ י  כִּ֚ ן  רְזֶ֔ גַּ עָלָיו֙  חַ  לִנְדֹּ֤ עֵצָהּ֙ 

צֽוֹר:   מָּ יךָ בַּ נֶ֖ א מִפָּ ה לָבֹ֥ דֶ֔ ָ ץ הַשּׂ אָדָם֙ עֵ֣ י הָֽ ֤ ת כִּ א תִכְרֹ֑ וְאתֹ֖וֹ לֹ֣
 

19.   When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making 
war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees 
thereof by wielding an axe against them; for thou mayest eat 
of them, but thou shalt not cut them down; for is the tree of 
the field man, that it should be besieged of thee? 

ר   .20 אֲשֶׁ ץ  עֵ֣ ק  י - רַ֞ ֣ כִּ ע  דַ֗ אתֹ֥וֹ  -לאֹ -תֵּ ה֔וּא  אֲכָל֙  מַֽ ץ  עֵ֤
עַל  מָצ֗וֹר  יתָ  וּבָנִ֣ תָּ  וְכָרָ֑ ית  חִ֖ ר- תַשְׁ אֲשֶׁ ה֧  - הָעִיר֙  עשָֹׂ הִוא֙ 

ךָ֛ מִלְחָמָ֖ה עַ֥ד רִדְתָּֽהּ: (פ)    עִמְּ
20.   Only the trees of which thou knowest that they are not 
trees for food, them thou mayest destroy and cut down, that 
thou mayest build bulwarks against the city that maketh 
war with thee, until it fall. 

Chapter: 21 
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י  .1 ֽ לְךָ֙ -כִּ נתֹןֵ֤  יךָ  אֱלהֶֹ֜ ה  יְהוָֹ֨ ר֩  אֲשֶׁ אֲדָמָה֙  ֽ בַּ ל  חָלָ֗ א  צֵ֣   יִמָּ
הוּ:   ֽ ע מִ֥י הִכָּ א נוֹדַ֖ ה לֹ֥ דֶ֑ ָ שּׂ ל בַּ הּ נפֵֹ֖ תָּ֔  לְרִשְׁ

1.   If one be found slain in the land which YHVH your God 
giveth thee to possess it, lying in the field, and it be not 
known who hath smitten him; 

יךָ   .2 פְטֶ֑ יךָ וְשֹֽׁ צְא֥וּ זְקֵנֶ֖ ֽ דְדוּ֙ אֶל  וְיָ ת  - וּמָֽ ר֖ סְבִיבֹ֥ ים אֲשֶׁ עָרִ֔ הֶ֣
ל:   חָלָֽ  הֶֽ

2.   then your elders and your judges shall come forth, and 
they shall measure unto the cities which are round about 
him that is slain. 

רבָֹה֖ אֶל  .3 יר הַקְּ ה הָעִ֔ ֣ קְח֡וּ זִ - וְהָיָ ל וְלָֽ חָלָ֑ וא  הֶֽ יר הַהִ֜ קְנֵי֩ הָעִ֨
א  ֤ר לֹֽ ר אֲשֶׁ קָ֗ ת בָּ ר֥ לאֹ -עֶגְלַ֣ הּ אֲשֶׁ ד֙ בָּ֔ ל:  -עֻבַּ עֹֽ כָה֖ בְּ שְׁ  מָֽ

3.   And it shall be, that the city which is nearest unto the 
slain man, even the elders of that city shall take a heifer of 
the herd, which hath not been wrought with, and which 
hath not drawn in the yoke. 

אֶת   .4 וא  הַהִ֤ יר  הָעִ֨ זִקְנֵי֩  אֶל - וְהוֹרִ֡דוּ  עֶגְלָה֙  ן  -הָֽ אֵיתָ֔ חַל  נַ֣
לאֹ  ֛ר  רְפוּ -אֲשֶׁ וְעָֽ עַ  רֵ֑ יִזָּ א  וְלֹ֣ וֹ  בּ֖ עָבֵד֥  ֽ אֶת - יֵ ם֥  ה  - שָׁ עֶגְלָ֖ הָֽ

חַל:   ֽ נָּ  בַּ
4.   And the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer 
unto a rough valley, which may neither be plowed nor sown, 
and shall break the heifer's neck there in the valley. 

הֲנִים  .5 וּ הַכֹּֽ שׁ֣ ֣רְת֔וֹ    וְנִגְּ יךָ֙ לְשָׁ ה אֱלהֶֹ֨ ר יְהוָֹ֤ חַ֞ ם בָּ י בָ֗ ֣ י לֵוִי֒ כִּ נֵ֣ בְּ
֣ שֵׁ ךְ בְּ ל -ם יְהוָֹ֑ה וְעַלוּלְבָרֵ֖ ה כָּ ֖ הְיֶ ֽ יהֶם֥ יִ יב וְכָל- פִּ גַע:  - רִ֥  נָֽ

5.   And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near--for 
them YHVH your God hath chosen to minister unto Him, 
and to bless in the name of YHVH; and according to their 
word shall every controversy and every stroke be. 

רבִֹי֖ם אֶל  .6 וא הַקְּ יר הַהִ֔ ל זִקְנֵי֙ הָעִ֣ ל יִרְחֲצוּ֙ אֶת- וְכֹ֗ חָלָ֑ - הֶֽ
ם עַליְ  חַל:  - דֵיהֶ֔ ֽ ה בַנָּ עֲרוּפָ֥ ה הָֽ עֶגְלָ֖  הָֽ

6.   And all the elders of that city, who are nearest unto the 
slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer whose 
neck was broken in the valley. 

 Aliya: Maftir  

https://dailyzohar.com/


Torah – Deuteronomy- Shoftim  

 
 

21 
 

https://dailyzohar.com  

 

אֶת   .7 פְֽכוּ֙  שָׁ (שפכה)  א  לֹ֤ ינוּ  יָדֵ֗ מְר֑וּ  וְאָֽ ה  -וְעָנ֖וּ  הַזֶּ֔ ם  ֣ הַדָּ
א רָאֽוּ:   ינוּ לֹ֥  וְעֵינֵ֖

7.   And they shall speak and say: 'Our hands have not shed 
this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. 

ר   .8 ל אֲשֶׁ רָאֵ֤ ךָ֙ יִשְׂ ר֩ לְעַמְּ פֵּ יתָ֙-כַּ דִ֨ ה וְאַלפָּ י  -  יְהוָֹ֔ ם נָקִ֔ ֣ ן֙ דָּ תֵּ תִּ
ם:   ֽ ר לָהֶם֖ הַדָּ ֥ פֵּ רָאֵל֑ וְנִכַּ ךָ֣ יִשְׂ רֶב עַמְּ קֶ֖  בְּ

8.   Forgive, O YHVH, Thy people Israel, whom Thou hast 
redeemed, and suffer not innocent blood to remain in the 
midst of Thy people Israel.' And the blood shall be forgiven 
them. 

י   .9 כִּ ךָ֑  רְבֶּ מִקִּ י  קִ֖ הַנָּ ם  ֥ הַדָּ ר  בַעֵ֛ תְּ ה  ר֖  -וְאַתָּ֗ שָׁ הַיָּ ה֥  תַֽעֲשֶׂ
ה: (ססס)   י יְהוָֹֽ עֵינֵ֥  בְּ

9.   So shalt thou put away the innocent blood from the 
midst of thee, when thou shalt do that which is right in the 
eyes of YHVH. 
 

- End of Parasha - 
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