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Torah — Genesis - Vayera

Prasha Summary

Vayeira, Vayera, or Va-yera (727 — Hebrew for "and He appeared,” the first word in
the parashah) is the fourth weekly Torah portion (7275, parashah) in the
annual Jewish cycle of Torah reading. It constitutes Genesis 18:1-22:24. The parashah
tells the stories of Abraham's three visitors, Abraham's bargaining
with God over Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot's two visitors, Lot's bargaining with the
Sodomites, the flight of Lot, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, how Lot's
daughters became pregnant by their father, how Abraham once again passed off his
wife Sarah as his sister, the birth of Isaac, the expulsion of Hagar, disputes over wells,
and the binding of Isaac (77757, the Akedah).

The parashah has the most words (but not the most letters or verses) of any of the weekly
Torah portions in the Book of Genesis, and its word-count is second only to
parshat Naso in the entire Torah. It is made up of 7,862 Hebrew letters, 2,085 Hebrew
words, 147 verses, and 252 lines in a Torah Scroll (57717 959, Sefer Torah). (In the Book
of Genesis, Parashah Miketz has the most letters, and
Parashiyot Noach and Vayishlach have the most verses.)

Jews read it on the fourth Sabbath after Simchat Torah, in October or November. Jews
also read parts of the parashah as Torah readings for Rosh Hashanah. Genesis 21 is
the Torah reading for the first day of Rosh Hashanah, and Genesis 22 is the Torah
reading for the second day of Rosh Hashanah. In Reform Judaism, Genesis 22 is the
Torah reading for the one day of Rosh Hashanah In traditional Sabbath Torah reading,
the parashah is divided into seven readings, or n°%y, aliyot. In the Masoretic Text of
the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible), Parashah Vayeira has four "open portion™
(77mno, petuchah) divisions (roughly equivalent to paragraphs, often abbreviated with
the Hebrew letter 5 (peh)). Parashah Vayeira has two further subdivisions, called
"closed portion™ (7210, setumah) divisions (abbreviated with the Hebrew letter o
(samekh)) within the first open portion (77, petuchah). The first open portion
(7mno, petuchah) spans the first five readings (77°%», aliyot). The second open portion
(7mno, petuchah) coincides with the sixth reading (7%, aliyah). The third open portion
(77mno, petuchah) covers the binding of Isaac, which is most of the seventh reading
(7%, aliyah), excluding only the concluding maftir (7°vo») reading. And the fourth open
portion (77mno, petuchah) coincides with the concluding maftir (7°v5») reading. Closed
portion (7270, setumah) divisions further divide the long fourth reading (772, aliyah).
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GEo== Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham ====¢

In the first reading (77°%», aliyah), as Abraham was sitting in the entrance of his tent by
the terebinths of Mamre in the heat of the day, he looked up and saw God in the form of
three men. He ran, bowed to the ground, and welcomed them. Abraham offered to wash
their feet and fetch them a morsel of bread, and they assented. Abraham rushed to
Sarah's tent to order cakes made from choice flour, ran to select a choice calf for a
servant-boy to prepare, set curds and milk and the calf before them, and waited on them
under the tree as they ate. One of the visitors told Abraham that he would return the
next year, and Sarah would have a son, but Sarah laughed to herself at the prospect,
with Abraham so old. God then questioned Abraham why Sarah had laughed at bearing
a child at her age, noting that nothing was too wondrous for God. The first reading
(7%, aliyah) ends here

Chapter: 18
e S SERG-TTR S N Xy RS T Yo X
1. And YHVH appeared unto him by the terebinths of Mamre, as he sat in
the tent door in the heat of the day;
mEra BINER Y1 N vhy Taw S Y him X vy N 2
g M Dk
2. and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood over

against him; and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door,
and bowed down to the earth,

TP DR V2PN NI-OX PRYT T IR NI-OX X NN 3
3. and said: 'My lord, if now I have found favour in your sight, pass not
away, | pray thee, from your servant.

Sy T MY D40 WO Ta-bhn NIt 4
4. Let now a little water be fetched, and wash your feet, and recline
yourselves under the tree.

DRTEY-bY DY (P-PY-mp MSpA X BRF YR Sb-mg AN 5
STET VYRR TR (R VAN
5. And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and stay ye your heart; after that ye

shall pass on; forasmuch as ye are come to your servant.' And they said: 'So
do, as thou hast said.'

"5 5 R TN Yo v waxh m-ox TG DEEN SN 6
Y P
6. And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said: 'Make ready
quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes.'

mipYR AN TN (5101 77 RE-1T TN SIMEN 0 ety 7
SR
7. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and
gave it unto the servant; and he hastened to dress it.
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TR By TEY-xm B 1 APy TN REI-1m St mivan nhn 8
| PN Pyiy
8. And he took curd, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it
before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.
(TS T AN TR T TR DR TYaNn 9
9. And they said unto him: 'Where is Sarah your wife?' And he said: 'Behold,
in the tent.'
g PR R R YR (3-SR RN S S v 10
M N DT
10. And He said: 'I will certainly return unto thee when the season cometh

round; and, lo, Sarah your wife shall have a son.' And Sarah heard in the
tent door, which was behind him.--

TR TN T v S s TN iRt T ammn AL
11. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken in age; it had
ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.--

HRYEINL T - brian N MaXh 3RS MY phem 12
12. And Sarah laughed within herself, saying: 'After I am waxed old shall I
have pleasure, my lord being old also?'

P!
13. And YHVH said unto Abraham: 'Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying:
Shall I of a surety bear a child, who am old?

R TR N ApD R SN s 127 TR Xeg 14
14. Is any thing too hard for YHVH. At the set time I will return unto thee,
when the season cometh round, and Sarah shall have a son.'

&= Aliya: Levi-Gevurah-Isaac =<0

In the second reading (77°», aliyah), frightened, Sarah denied laughing, but God insisted
that she had. The men set out toward Sodom and Abraham walked with them to see them
off. God considered whether to confide in Abraham what God was about to do, since
God had singled out Abraham to become a great nation and instruct his posterity to
keep God's way by doing what was just and right. God told Abraham that the outrage
and sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was so great that God was going to see whether they
had acted according to the outcry that had reached God. The men went on to Sodom,
while Abraham remained standing before God. Abraham pressed God whether God
would sweep away the innocent along with the guilty, asking successively if there were
50, or 45, or 40, or 30, or 20, or 10 innocent people in Sodom, would God not spare the
city for the sake of the innocent ones, and each time God agreed to do so. When God
had finished speaking to Abraham, God departed, and Abraham returned to his
place. The second reading (;7°%, aliyah) ends here with the end of chapter

TIPS 72 X5 | AN T 17D IR XD VaNp | Y wiom .15
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15. Then Sarah denied, saying: 'I laughed not'; for she was afraid. And He
said: 'Nay; but thou didst laugh.'

=P SRy TP BEN S0 vig-DY 9pn =BG S vapn 16
16. And the men rose up from thence, and looked out toward Sodom; and
Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.
Y IR YR DEMINA IR TIRT e i 17
17. And YHVH said 'Shall I hide from Abraham that Which [ am doing,

18. seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mlghty natlon, and
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

il 7 TR PINR iI-mR vi-my TR R 1::7:5 PRYT D .19
Yoy YT TN DENIN-5Y i x0T s o o Ay

19. For I have known him, to the end that he may command his children
and his household after him, that they may keep the way of YHVH, to do
righteousness and justice; to the end that YHVH may bring upon Abraham
that which He hath spoken of him.'

FINR T3P P DENDM 7202 ARL) S8 MRYT AT AN 20
20. And YHVH said: 'Verily, the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and,
verily, their sin is exceeding grievous.
FFIPTX NPT 122 1 Y X FIXDT APRYEDS ARN N-TTR 21
21. I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according
to the cry of it, which is come unto Me; and if not, I will know.'
T g TRV I DR TR 12 g T ugn 22
22. And the men turned from thence, and went toward Sodom; but
Abraham stood yet before YHVH.
TPI-TY I8 T90M AN VAN BRNaN win 23
23. And Abraham drew near, and said: 'Wilt Thou indeed sweep away the
righteous with the wicked?
o i Npm-x51 Moo axE Yp N wpry DRl v 24
ETRE Yo TP DY
24. Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt Thou indeed
sweep away and not forgive the place for the ﬁfty righteous that are therein?
pinD Drks i pidn-nd D iy i N2 | mbn o Hobn 25
iogin b N5 V'mn—‘:: bt -\B o

25. That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with
the wicked, that so the righteous should be as the wicked; that be far from
Thee; shall not the judge of all the earth do justly?'

=535 mxh Yy qins oprTE DRN T3 RYER-DX T MaNn 26
TIP3 nipRa
26. And YHVH said: 'If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I
will forgive all the place for their sake.'
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9N 3 T $IN-DX 13T ORI NI AN BN 2 27
27. And Abraham answered and said: 'Behold now, I have taken upon me to
speak unto the Lord, who am but dust and ashes.
MAXR VY-D2-m TPRND MO TR DR DR e ik 28
TR TYIN O Nm-TN T XD
28. Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous; wilt Thou
destroy all the city for lack of five?' And He said: 'T will not destroy it, if I find
there forty and five.'
FEER XD TaNh DN T psdRr I AN vox 2E TR iy agh .29
YIING MIYE
29. And he spoke unto Him yet again, and said: 'Peradventure there shall be
forty found there.' And He said: 'l will not do it for the forty's sake.'
FEEN N3 TN T Y e O TN N T XI-DX N30
oY o Numx-TX
30. And he said: 'Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak.
Peradventure there shall thirty be found there.' And He said: 'I will not do it,
if I find thirty there.' _
N yaxh v = R T - 035 R N e 31
PR NIV YN
31. And he said: 'Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord.
Peradventure there shall be twenty found there.' And He said: 'I will not
destroy it for the twenty's sake.'
N TR T PR TN TYET-N TSN NG e Ri-Dn .32
HPYE MIYE IR X
32. And he said: 'Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this
once. Peradventure ten shall be found there.' And He said: 'I will not destroy
it for the ten's sake.’
TP 3 TEEN BENIN-DK 2T 79 N T AP 33
33. And YHVH went His way, as soon as He had left off speaking to
Abraham; and Abraham returned unto his place.

@& >== Aliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob ==F==¢

In the third reading (;7°%», aliyah), in chapter 19, as Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom
in the evening, the two angels arrived, and Lot greeted them and bowed low to the
ground. Lot invited the angels to spend the night at his house and bathe their feet, but
they said that they would spend the night in the square. Lot urged them strongly, so they
went to his house, and he prepared a feast for them and baked unleavened bread, and
they ate. Before they had retired for the night, all the men of Sodom gathered about the
house shouting to Lot to bring his visitors out so that they might be intimate with
them. Lot went outside the entrance, shutting the door behind him, and begged the men
of Sodom not commit such a wrong. Lot offered the men his two virgin daughters for
them to do with as they pleased, if they would not do anything to his guests, but they
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disparaged Lot as one who had come as an alien and now sought to rule them, and they
pressed threateningly against him and the door. But the visitors stretched out their
hands and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door and struck the people with
blindness so that they were unable to find the entrance. The visitors directed Lot to bring
what family he had out of the city, for they were about to destroy the place, because the
outcry against its inhabitants had become so great. So Lot told his sons-in-law that they
needed to get out of the place because God was about to destroy it, but Lot's sons-in-
law thought that he was joking. As dawn broke, the angels urged Lot to flee with his
wife and two remaining daughters, but still he delayed. So out of God's mercy, the men
seized Lot, his wife, and daughters by the hand and brought them out of the city, telling
them to flee for their lives and not to stop or look back anywhere in the plain. But Lot
asked them whether he might flee to a little village nearby.

Chapter: 19

=p7 Bis-x STe-ws S o 2 w3 e woae e wEn 1
YN TN MAYN DEXRR
1. And the two angels came to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of

Sodom; and Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on
his face to the earth;

TPIRDW BTN W W) moTad mra-x X0 X=X T N 2
123 513 7P X% TyaNn TR TR BrRhm
2. and he said: 'Behold now, my lords, turn aside, I pray you, into your
servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up

early, and go on your way.' And they said: 'Nay; but we will abide in the
broad place all night.’

AR Figm R DI Py ia-ox NN Pox 1pn e o3-nwgn 3
2NN
3. And he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered

into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread,
and they did eat.

2§53 P i ER-5Y 159 S0 i p i 13w Seg 4
sy
4. But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom,

compassed the house round, both young and old, all the people from every
quarter.

WO TR T TN IMI-TR DR N D AN i wenn 5
N YT

5. And they called unto Lot, and said unto him: 'Where are the men that

came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.'

P 50 TP A i mrbx xgn 6
6. And Lot went out unto them to the door, and shut the door after him.
PP TN R3-DX AN 7
7. And he said: 'I pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly.
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]'15 i) DTN TR NE-TIRIR =X Ay mits p Y Ri-MiT 8
Shar 5::: WS ‘L:—Biv—»: 35 '\wyn—BN an nvwm‘: S TR SidD

8. Behold now, I have two daughters that have not known man; let me, I
pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your
eyes; only unto these men do nothing; forasmuch as they are come under the
shadow of my roof.'

TR TP D3 TAY LR D9YN MED-RE M 1vaNn SNDE- 1N 9
.n‘:-:-r -w:’w‘: T Rk m‘:: BNZ Thvgn

9. And they said: 'Stand back.' And they said: 'This one fellow came in to
sojourn, and he will needs play the judge; now will we deal worse with thee,
than with them.' And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and drew
near to break the door.

P5R TP~ TR DDy Dip-m W0EN DY- TEIRE W 10
10. But the men put forth their hand, and brought Lot into the house to
them, and the door they shut.

Nys 5N 2173=1 o Snies 1o mAn nag-avy SEIND-mN 11

iFaizhat
11. And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with

blindness, both small and great; so that they wearied themselves to find the
door.

.1:1@7;‘_1—‘;7,: Ngwn -w;;;

12. And the men said unto Lot: 'Hast thou here any besides? son-in-law,
and your sons, and your daughters, and whomsoever thou hast in the city;
bring them out of the place;

WP T -y BORLY AT T DieI-my Wy Drmn-re 13
-mmz:“: i

13. for we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxed great
before YHVH; and YHVH hath sent us to destroy it.'

—vD P DiDRE-ia e v ANt PEES D | vimn-n | N i xEn 14
VN BPS PIND M WYE-N T
14. And Lot went out, and spoke unto his sons-in-law, who married his

daughters, and said: 'Up, get you out of this place; for YHVH will destroy the
city.' But he seemed unto his sons-in-law as one that jested.

—m) - h DD ANk bz woNni R TSy T i 15
Y e Hapn-ty meynin s wY
15. And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying:

'Arise, take your wife, and your two daughters that are here; lest thou be
swept away in the iniquity of the city.'

T TN YERD T D WOR-TI3 3 DWING I | M (16
TPy PR AN IR Yoy
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16. But he lingered; and the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; YHVH being
merciful unto him. And they brought him forth, and set him without the city.

X1 NN DE0-X APEI-DY D9 TN AR TN oRviD i 17
:19em-19 o T -w::"r—‘::‘: “apm

17. And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he
said: 'Escape for your life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the
Plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be swept away.'

2EIX Ri-DN DOy > maxn .18

18. And Lot said unto them: 'Oh, not so, my lord;
—m¢ mimEe e sy R HTen S PYS S TRY NER NS 19
D YA T Im-te TE b’:m'-x Lon N‘: "SixY s

19. behold now, your servant hath found grace in your 81ght and thou hast
magnified your mercy, which thou hast shown unto me in saving my life; and
I cannot escape to the mountain, lest the evil overtake me, and I die.

X5 Ft X3 Ny N i o ETR INIT TR RIS .20

gL T X Y

20. Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one; oh, let me
escape thither--is it not a little one? --and my soul shall live.'

GE>e= Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses ==5==¢

In the long fourth reading (7°%v, aliyah), the angel replied that he would grant Lot this
favor too, and spare that town. The angel urged Lot to hurry there, for the angel could
not do anything until he arrived there, and thus the town came to be called Zoar. As the
sun rose and Lot entered Zoar, God rained sulfurous fire from heaven on Sodom and
Gomorrah and annihilated the entire plain. Lot's wife looked back, and she turned into
a pillar of salt. Next morning, Abraham hurried to the place where he had stood before
God and looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and saw the smoke rising like at a
kiln. Lot was afraid to dwell in Zoar, so he settled in a cave in the hill country with his
two daughters. The older daughter told the younger that their father was old, and there
was not a man on earth with whom to have children, so she proposed that they get Lot
drunk and have sex with him so that they might maintain life through their father. That
night they made their father drink wine, and the older one lay with her father without
his being aware. And the next day the older one persuaded the younger to do the
same. The two daughters thus had children by their father, the older one bore a son
named Moab who became the father of the Moabites, and the younger bore a son named
Ben-ammi who became the father of the Ammonites. A closed portion (72170, setumah)
ends here with the end of chapter 19. As the reading continues in chapter 20, Abraham
settled between Kadesh and Shur. While he was sojourning in Gerar, Abraham said that
Sarah was his sister, so King Abimelech had her brought to him, but God came to
Abimelech in a dream and told him that taking her would cause him to die, for she was
a married woman. Abimelech had not approached her, so he asked God whether God
would slay an innocent, as Abraham and Sarah had told him that they were brother and
sister. God told Abimelech in the dream that God knew that Abimelech had a blameless
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heart, and so God had kept him from touching her. God told Abimelech to restore
Abraham's wife, since he was a prophet, and he would intercede for Abimelech to save
his life, which he and his household would lose if he failed to restore her. Early next
morning, Abimelech told his servants what had happened, asked Abraham what he had
done and why he had brought so great a guilt upon Abimelech and his
kingdom. Abraham replied that he had thought that Gerar had no fear of God and would
kill him because of his wife, and that she was in fact his father's daughter though not
his mother's, so he had asked of her the kindness of identifying him as her
brother. Abimelech restored Sarah to Abraham, gave him sheep, oxen, and slaves, and
invited him to settle wherever he pleased in Abimelech's lands. And Abimelech told
Sarah that he was giving Abraham a thousand pieces of silver to serve her as vindication
before all. Abraham then prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and the women in
his household, so that they bore children, for God had stricken the women with infertility
because of Sarah. Another closed portion (72170, setumah) ends here with the end of
chapter 20. As the reading continues in chapter 21, God took note of Sarah, and she
bore Abraham a son as God had predicted, and Abraham named him Isaac. Abraham
circumcised Isaac when he was eight days old. The fourth reading (-7°%», aliyah) ends
here

VX YPI- P9 FipED M 1R D ig MRy T voN vaNn 21
e
21. And he said unto him: 'See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing
also, that I will not overthrow the city of which thou hast spoken.

—o XD fp-Db Tl NS-TY 15T mivs o Kb o i i R 22

iR Y
22. Hasten thou, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come
thither.' --Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.--

iy X3 ol pwa-hy Ny R 23
23. The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came unto Zoar.
IR T R X ) mep-bp S7e-by i i 24
24. Then YHVH caused to rain upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone
and fire from YHVH out of heaven;

SRR TIRY) DM 302 PN p20-02 mN1 R TwT-ms @ 25
25. and He overthrow those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants
of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.

o S7 T PONRR IR DRm .26
26. But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of
salt.

T MR- O Tap-wR DT P52 oImIx DR 27
27. And Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where he had
stood before YHVH.
TR FIPY T NN P PR 9D~ A ETe ug-Dy A 28
| w320 ToRD P
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28. And he looked out toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the
land of the Plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the land went up as the
smoke of a furnace.

- 1o DInEx-ms DN ot 1930 My oy s v 29
fo {12 JWr-aPR SRD-mX N9TR F99aR i
29. And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, that

God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow,
when He overthrew the cities in which Lot dwelt.

St Npiva o X o MAY P tm N2 S abivn b B 30
P i w0 Ay
30. And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two

daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar; and he dwelt in a cave, he
and his two daughters.

T2 Why xiZH Pk PR B {1 waN TYyEI-Dy fesT vaNm 31
i Al
3l. And the first-born said unto the younger: 'Our father is old, and there is
not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth.
17, MNP TN Y D32 PLOEN-MN TR 2 32
32. Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that
we may preserve seed of our father.'
X1 TPER-FIX IDYM TSI NIm XD ToND i iman-nx oppYm 33
HRIREY MEPWI
33. And they made their father drink wine that night. And the first-born

went in, and lay with her father; and he knew not when she lay down, nor
when she arose.

B IN-TIN BN I TYYRI-DK TSI Yaxm e Y 34
Y WENR I Y R NI HpTbn-ms i
34. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the first-born said unto the
younger: 'Behold, I lay yesternight with my father. Let us make him drink

wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve
seed of our father.'

YT-X7) By SpPm FYYRD DRm {7 T aN-ms N0 22 v oppm 35
iR asYE
35. And they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger

arose, and lay with him; and he knew not when she lay down, nor when she
arose.

HeraR oM m opaom 36
36. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.
OPT-TP SXTR-IER NI SN 2 XODHM 13 Fvosh Tom 37
37. And the first-born bore a son, and called his name Moab--the same is
the father of the Moabites unto this day.
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1Ty [RE="53 T NI RE={3 T IR {3 AT M=ok vy 38
®)
38. And the younger, she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi--
the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.
Chapter: 20
P ) MY PR WIR-PR 2 30T AYIX DN ovn pon
1. And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the land of the South, and
dwelt between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar.
—FIX TN Y TP TSN MR N TN TN I0P-D% DININ AN 2
Y
2. And Abraham said of Sarah his wife: 'She is my sister.' And Abimelech
king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.
—igx TR T A 1 mann ovait mibna pman-by wiey Non 3
Sya n‘w: XM J'W‘HB

3. But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him:
'Behold, thou shalt die, because of the woman whom thou hast taken; for she
is a man's wife.'

R BT T S WA TN 30 N5 hbiax 4
4. Now Abimelech had not come near her; and he said: 'Lord, wilt Thou slay
even a righteous nation?
"255-D3 NI M TNAR XIT-DE-XT X i To-vax xa N5 5
N MY 82
5. Said he not himself unto me: She is my sister? and she, even she herself

said: He is my brother. In the simplicity of my heart and the innocency of my
hands have I done this.'

m N Y A325-0m3 02 My iR ootz DR YON xR 6
.n%x :J:\iB 'Vnni—NB ‘L:—Biv 55—'\‘::1‘:7: '\mx "DIN-T)

.......

6. And God said unto him in the dream: 'Yea, [ know that in the simplicity
of your heart thou hast done this, and I also withheld thee from sinning
against Me. Therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.

D720 AR-SN] TN TR SRR WT NRI-R WN-nR 3 a7
p-R-oD1 SR AT FiR-"D

7. Now therefore restore the man's wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall
pray for thee, and thou shalt live; and if thou restore her not, know thou that
thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.'

FIPRE BF TR NF T PI3p-535 Xpn TpEE sy Son 8

IR TOPING WM TN

8. And Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and
told all these things in their ears; and the men were sore afraid.
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9. Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him: 'What hast thou
done unto us? and wherein have I sinned against thee, that thou hast
brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto
me that ought not to be done.'

T RIS Y 'R PR TR BIEN-RN RN YN 10

10. And Abimelech said unto Abraham: 'What sawest thou, that thou hast
done this thing'?'

1"5’%’8

11. And Abraham said: 'Because I thought: Surely the fear of God is not in
this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake.

:hﬁgézg:“? "’p—"hm MaNR-573 N”? N N7 PIR-173 TN ;-137:::;:—1:51 12

12. And moreover she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father, but not
the daughter of my mother; and so she became my wife.

LI YR RION 5D VAN AN s Sy R s tee im 13

IR TR %—hmx it NiZ3 N nwa-r—“v: BN Y

13. And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's
house, that I said unto her: This is your kindness which thou shalt show
unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me: He is my brother.'

T e 5 29 3N i g 20121 7R3 IN AREN tn 14
SN
14. And Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and men-servants and women-
servants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife.
129 TRYE ez Pigh EIN T SN VAN 15
15. And Abimelech said: 'Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it
pleaseth thee

‘ﬂﬂ?h 5? X *1?‘1‘.4

16. And unto Sarah he said: 'Behold, I have given your brother a thousand
pieces of silver; behold, it is for thee a covering of the eyes to all that are with
thee; and before all men thou art righted.'

ITYN-TI PIER-IN TN NG DTORT-PR TIR Dhgmn 17
on PIETAN

17. And Abraham prayed unto God; and God healed Abimelech, and his
wife, and his maid servants and they bore children

© .n;n;zg

18. For YHVH had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech,
because of Sarah Abraham's wife.
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Chapter: 21

1937 NP T T B Max TPRD TIP-m TR i
1. And YHVH remembered Sarah as He had said, and YHVH did unto Sarah
as He had spoken.

o i R e vipth fm miaa oy o S 2
2. And Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set
time of which God had spoken to him.

Py oy H-nTr-y H-Toi a-ow-my oimax ke 3
3. And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom
Sarah bore to him, Isaac.

ooy TN T PR T miRY-{E 53 Pi-m BIas b 4
4. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as
God had commanded him.

GELo== Aliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron =<F==¢

In the fifth reading (7°%», aliyah), Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born,
and Sarah remarked that God had brought her laughter and everyone would laugh with
her about her bearing Abraham a child in his old age. Abraham held a great feast on
the day that Sarah weaned Isaac. Sarah saw Hagar's son Ishmael playing, and Sarah
told Abraham to cast Hagar and Ishmael out, saying that Ishmael would not share in
Abraham's inheritance with Isaac. Sarah's words greatly distressed Abraham, but God
told Abraham not to be distressed but to do whatever Sarah told him, for Isaac would
carry on Abraham's line, and God would make a nation of Ishmael, too. Early the next
morning, Abraham placed some bread and water on Hagar's shoulder, together with
Ishmael, and sent them away.Hagar and Ishmael wandered in
the wilderness of Beersheba, and when the water ran out, she left the child under
a bush, sat down about two bowshots away so as not to see the child die, and burst into
tears. God heard the cry of the boy, and an angel called to Hagar, saying not to fear,
for God had heeded the boy's cry, and would make of him a great nation. Then God
opened her eyes to a well of water, and she and the boy drank. God was with Ishmael
and he grew up in the wilderness and became abowman. Ishmael lived in
the wilderness of Paran, and Hagar got him an Egyptian wife. The fifth reading
(7%, aliyah) and the first open portion (7779, petuchah) end here

s P My T3 MY M- TIN5
5. And Abraham was a hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born
unto him.

Ho-phi yRPN-52 TN B My P T vaNm 6
6. And Sarah said: 'God hath made laughter for me; every one that heareth
will laugh on account of me.'
mipts (3 mTR-p o wis D oinaxh Y m N 7
7. And she said: 'Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should
give children suck? for I have borne him a son in his old age.'
M- i oz i Fn ainax whn i T bain 8

. -

15 https://dailyzohar.com



https://dailyzohar.com/

Torah — Genesis - Vayera

8. And the child grew, and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on
the day that Isaac was weaned.

PR TN AT YR ME-{3-mR T X 9
9. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne unto
Abraham, making sport.
INTET FTaRET-i2 o XD T miS-m PG SanE ) 2EaND vaxm .10
SR e
10. Wherefore she said unto Abraham: 'Cast out this bondwoman and her

son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with
Isaac.’

3 TN By DEER Y3 e N3 v AL
11. And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight on account of his
son.
i 53 - piT-D b py-bx ninmx-Dy witox ANt 12
bt D X Bz D -{B-:: Iy T PN AN

12. And God said unto Abraham: 'Let it not be grievous in your sight
because of the lad, and because of your bondwoman; in all that Sarah saith
unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall seed be called to thee.

N R RN D maNE-E-my S 13
13. And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he
is your seed.'
FRD-5y o WSS (P o math anb-1en NFas | DI DRt 14
[PSY NS N2TRS YoM oM A To-m
14. And Abraham arose up early in the morning, and took bread and a
bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the

child, and sent her away; and she departed, and strayed in the wilderness of
Beer-sheba.

PRI TN TN TN 2P manT-pa o Hon 15
15. And the water in the bottle was spent, and she cast the child under one
of the shrubs.
T RS TSP YRR P YR e B e TP S¥m e 16
3 TIP-S XM T =¥
16. And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it

were a bow-shot; for she said: 'Let me not look upon the death of the child.'
And she sat over against him, and lifted up her voice, and wept.

TORAWT-{ D5T-0 | DTN TN R AR Dip-me Sy babn 17
—XI7 RS i 51':—5& w-r“m bty m-wn-’vx i -fv-m: -15 AN
mY

17. And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar

out of heaven, and said unto her: 'What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God
hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.
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siR DI iR-"p 12 TN PN WiT-m N v, 18
18. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him fast by your hand; for I will make him
a great nation.' '
S T TRnET-me XM P T RS X Prp-me Ty nhen .19
MWIT-mN
19. And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went,
and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.
IR THN TN N5 TR 3h DT win-ms =y i .20
20. And God was with the lad, and he grew; and he dwelt in the wilderness,
and became an archer.
() TR PN T

I A

YN X T-Tpm XD TS S 21

21. And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother took him a wife
out of the land of Egypt.

S&o== Aliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph =<===¢

In the sixth reading (7°%», aliyah), Abimelech and Phicol the chief of his troops asked
Abraham to swear not to deal falsely with them. Abraham reproached Abimelech
because Abimelech's servants had seized Abraham's well, but Abimelech protested
ignorance. Abraham gave Abimelech sheep and oxen and the two men made a
pact. Abraham then offered Abimelech seven ewes as proof that Abraham had dug the
well. They called the place Beersheba, for the two of them swore an oath there. After
they concluded their pact, Abimelech and Phicol returned to Philistia, and Abraham
planted a tamarisk and invoked God's name. Abraham lived in Philistia a long
time. The sixth reading (775, aliyah) and the second open portion (7779, petuchah) end
here with the end of chapter 21.

Do TaxD DiIR-bN WS- S Toiax aNn X mhs v 22
Y TN-TN 53 ey
22. And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phicol the captain

of his host spoke unto Abraham, saying: 'God is with thee in all that thou
doest.

=¥y TeU2 ol i T Spwn-ax i wibxa B nysvn man 23

TR TSN PRG-I TRy ey ey by

23. Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely
with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son; but according to the

kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to the land
wherein thou hast sojourned.’

TPRYR ISEN TINEN iaNn 24
24. And Abraham said: 'l will swear.'
PN vT3Y Tt YW DA XS MiTN-DY TPRaN-nN DI tRim 25

25. And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of the well of water, which
Abimelech's servants had violently taken away.
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26. And Abimelech said: 'T know not who hath done this thing; neither didst
thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to-day.'
PO DI DN MPREX’ T TR NG TN nn .27
27. And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; and
they two made a covenant.
{7 N TS pEp-ms SEN S0 28
28. And Abraham set seven ewe-lambs of the flock by themselves.
TSR PN ARG MPID PIY T R DANEN-DN PREN Ve 29
e
29. And Abimelech said unto Abraham: 'What mean these seven ewe-lambs
which thou hast set by themselves?'
—FIX AN 7R TP - Iy T MR APID YIP-rN 1D ANk 30
NI WIS
30. And he said: 'Verily, these seven ewe-lambs shalt thou take of my hand,
that it may be a witness unto me, that I have digged this well.'
DT WIWE T ' P3P XS NI TipEh N9p -5y 31
31. Wherefore that place was called Beer-sheba; because there they swore
both of them.
PIR-DX TN WSR-S Aax RN YIS XSS 03 men 32
ooy
32. So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba; and Abimelech rose up, and .

Phicol the captain of his host, and they returned into the land of the
Philistines.

rERiy O T 2w P-xTRh Ve xas Dk von 33

33. And Abraham planted a tamarisk-tree in Beer-sheba, and called there
on the name of YHVH, the Everlasting God.

(@ R TR WY D 2R W) 34
34. And Abraham sojourned in the land of the Philistines many days.

&= Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David =<F==2¢

In the seventh reading (575, aliyah), which coincides with chapter 22, sometime later,
God tested Abraham, directing him to take Isaac to the land of Moriah and offer him
there as aburnt offering. Early the next morning, Abraham saddled his donkey and
split wood for the burnt offering, and then he, two of his servants, and Isaac set out for
the place that God had named. On the third day, Abraham saw the place from afar, and
directed his servants to wait with the donkey, while Isaac and he went up to worship and
then return. Abraham took the firestone and the knife, put the wood on Isaac, and the
two walked off together. When Isaac asked Abraham where the sheep was for the burnt
offering, Abraham replied that God would see to the sheep for the burnt offering. They
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arrived at the place that God had named, and Abraham built an altar, laid out the wood,
bound Isaac, laid him on the altar, and picked up the knife to slay him. Then an angel
called to Abraham, telling him not to raise his hand against the boy, for now God knew
that Abraham feared God, since he had not withheld his son. Abraham looked up and
saw a ram caught in a thicket by its horns, so he offered it as a burnt offering in place
of his son. Abraham named the site Adonai-yireh. The angel called to Abraham a
second time, saying that because Abraham had not withheld his son, God would bless
him and make his descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands on
the seashore, and victorious over their foes. All the nations of the earth would bless
themselves by Abraham's descendants, because he obeyed God's command. Abraham
returned to his servants, and they departed for Beersheba; where Abraham stayed. The
third open portion (57775, petuchah) ends here.

As the seventh reading (7°%», aliyah) continues with the maftir (7°vo») reading that
concludes the parashah, later, Abraham learned that Milcah had borne eight children
to his brother Nahor, among whom was Bethuel, who became the father
of Rebekah. Nahor's concubine Reumah also bore him four children. The seventh
reading (7%, aliyah), the fourth open portion (5777, petuchah), chapter 22, and the
parashah end here.

Chapter: 22
BN YN VAN BENIX-TX 79 RETORE) FRRA BRI N L
D387 AN
1. And it came to pass after these things, that God did prove Abraham, and
said unto him: 'Abraham'; and he said: 'Here am 1.’
PAR-DN Ho-D1 HRE-mN TIi-TR PI-IN REE-m RSN N 2
-VBN ax % DM T Db S o 1'151:'1'\ i

2. And He said: 'Take now your son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even
Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-
offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.'

3 PR XY IR TP Y-t San-m Yatm a5Es oinax oobn 3
.wh’bx"{ 15—ﬁ7:z<—'1*¢:x Dityai-oy j‘:ﬂ = 5 bian

3. And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he cleaved the wood

for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God
had told him.
PR THRRI-S N PYR-S DN NN v ohg 4
4. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.
Ho-Tp [958 i N1 WANT-DY Ho o3 vApi-bx DiaR N 5

:motor HaAE mnmivh

5. And Abraham said unto his young men: 'Abide ye here with the ass, and I
and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and come back to you.'
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6. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac
his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife; and they went both of
them together.
NI T VAN S T VAN ZX AN PIX SN Ry e 7
3Ys i ) Dy
7. And Isaac spoke unto Abraham his father, and said: 'My father.' And he

said: 'Here am I, my son.' And he said: 'Behold the fire and the wood; but
where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?'

2R T 105m i3 HRYD il Y-ty ooy mEaR i 8
8. And Abraham said: 'God will provide Himself the lamb for a burnt-
offering, my son.' So they went both of them together.

NSha-me DENIN T (30 SoiorE fo-max Nix Soitnn-bx wEn 9
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9. And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham
built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son,
and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.

Hiz-mms DU mopwen-ms MR - TN i 10
10. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his
son.
DT VANT TININ | DENIN VNN DIART-{a I Nem vhx xR 11
11. And the angel of YHVH called unto him out of heaven, and said:
'Abraham, Abraham.' And he said: 'Here am I.'
=2 mY AP 10D A 1 Dhr-bry apii-bx R nhin-ox ANt 12
YRR TIO-mR ST TR x’m e T N

12. And he said: 'Lay not your hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing
unto him; for now I know that thou art a God-fearing man, seeing thou hast
not withheld your son, thine only son, from Me.'

; j=hail=h3 5"1 1"ﬁ1: 203 MR TR B"N—'ti'n XM 1":"::—nx 1:'1'1:}: an 13
RE =
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13. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a
ram caught in the thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the
ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son.

T TS T YR, T TR | T N SiRRT-T SNEN NP 14
Y,
14. And Abraham called the name of that place Adonai-jireh; as it is said to
this day: 'In the mount where YHVH is seen.’
TIRPT-TR Y SEX-DX T NPE 9PN 15
15. And the angel of YHVH called unto Abraham a second time out of
heaven,
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16. and said: 'By Myself have I sworn, saith YHVH, because thou hast done
this thing, and hast not withheld your son, thine only son,
-5y i DI DAY 19D - T3 A2 3788 IR 17
RN WY N gt Y o maw
17. that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply your

seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore;
and your seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;

HEPS TR TN IR PG VB B2 Agiz 121mmm 18
18. and in your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because
thou hast hearkened to My voice.'
W2 TENEN I PR RE-DX 1 1557 mepn mpi-hy BN 3 19
(@ Y
19. So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went
together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.

Aliya: Maftir
NT-T8 PP T T VNS DI3ND TN FRRE oETa i v 20
mpI D =43
20. And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying:
'‘Behold, Milcah, she also hath borne children unto your brother Nahor:
DN 7N DRTAD-II T HE-TRY DS pip-me 21
21. Uz his first-born, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,;
SRS PN TR T-TIN WP - Ve 22
22. and Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel.'
PRITIN M N 3o f Hox i apg-my T xnm 23
23. And Bethuel begot Rebekah; these eight did Milcah bear to Nahor,
Abraham's brother.
—FIX) BTF-TIN DTN M-y XT-0h Tom N fath i 24
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24. And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she also bore Tebah, and
Gaham, and Tahash, and Maacah.

- End of Parasha -
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