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Torah — Deuteronomy- Nitzavim - Vayelech

Parasha Summary

Nitzavim, Nitsavim, Nitzabim, Netzavim, Nisavim, or Nesabim (2°23; — Hebrew
for "ones standing," the second word, and the first distinctive word, in the
parashah) is the 51st weekly Torah portion (57275, parashah) in the annual Jewish
cycle of Torah reading and the eighth in the Book of Deuteronomy. It constitutes
Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20 (Deuteronomy 29:10 onwards in some versions of the
Hebrew Bible). In the parashah, Moses told the Israelites that all the people stood
before God to enter into the covenant, violation of which would bring on curses,
but if they returned to God and heeded God's commandments, then God would
take them back in love and bring them together again from the ends of the world.
Moses taught that this Instruction was not beyond reach, and Moses put before
the Israelites life and death, blessing and curse, and exhorted them to choose life
by loving God and heeding the commandments.

The parashah is made up of 2,123 Hebrew letters, 553 Hebrew words, 30 verses,
and 72 lines in a Torah Scroll. Jews generally read it in September or, rarely, late
August or early October, on the Sabbath immediately before Rosh Hashanah. The
lunisolar Hebrew calendar contains 50 weeks in common years, and 54 or 55
weeks in leap years. In some leap years (for example, 2021, 2022, and 2025),
Parashat Nitzavim is read separately. In common years (for example, 2020, 2023,
2024, 2026, and 2027), Parashat Nitzavim is combined with the next parashah,
Vayelech, to help achieve the number of weekly readings needed. The two Torah
portions are combined except when two Sabbaths fall between Rosh Hashanah
and Sukkot and neither Sabbath coincides with a Holy Day. In the standard
Reform prayerbook for the High Holy Days (777, machzor), parts of the
parashah, Deuteronomy 29:9-14 and 30:11-20, are the Torah readings for the
morning Yom Kippur service, in lieu of the traditional reading of Leviticus 16.

In traditional Sabbath Torah reading, the parashah is divided into seven readings,
or nr%, aliyot. In the Masoretic Text of the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible), Parashat
Nitzavim is a single "open portion™ (7715, petuchah) (roughly equivalent to a
paragraph, often abbreviated with the Hebrew letter », peh) and thus can be
considered a single unit. Parashat Nitzavim has several further subdivisions,
called "closed portion™ (721170, setumah) divisions (abbreviated with the Hebrew
letter 0, samekh). The first closed portion (72170, setumah) spans the first three
readings. The second closed portion spans the fourth and fifth readings. The third
closed portion is coincident with the sixth reading.
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=<9 Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham ¢&=< ==

In the first reading (7°%v, aliyah), Moses told the Israelites that all the people stood
that day before God to enter into the covenant. The first reading (7%, aliyah) ends
here.

Chapter: 29
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9. Ye are standing this day all of you before YHVH your God: your heads,
your tribes, your elders, and your officers, even all the men of Israel,
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10. your little ones, your wives, and your stranger that is in the midst of
your camp, from the hewer of your wood unto the drawer of your water;
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11. that thou shouldest enter into the covenant of YHVH your God--and
into His oath--which YHVH your God maketh with thee this day;

=<=® Aliya: Levi-Gevurah-lsaac ®&=<>=

In the second reading (;7°%, aliyah), Moses made the covenant both with those who
were standing there that day and with those who were not there that day. The
second reading (7°%, aliyah) ends here.

-137 D DN - xam vk B 1 o frix-mpn jpeh 12
I=PY PIYT DTN PHIN? Yavi s
12. that He may establish thee this day unto Himself for a people, and

that He may be unto thee a God, as He spoke unto thee, and as He swore
unto your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
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13. Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath;.
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14. but with him that standeth here with us this day before YHVH our
God, and also with him that is not here with us this day--
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=<=® Aliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob ®&=<>=

In the third reading (7%, aliyah), Moses reminded the Israelites that they had
dwelt in the land of Egypt and had passed through various other nations and had
seen the detestable idols of wood, stone, silver, and gold that those other nations
kept. Moses speculated that perchance there were among the Israelites some
whose hearts were even then turning away from God to go worship the gods of
those nations, who might think themselves immune, thinking that they would be safe
though they followed their own willful hearts. But God would never forgive them;
rather God's anger would rage against them until every curse recorded in
the Torah would come down upon them and God had blotted out their names. And
later generations and other nations would ask why God had done that to those
people, and they would be told that it was because they forsook the covenant that
God made with them and turned to other gods. So God grew incensed at that land
and brought upon it all the curses recorded in the Torah, uprooted them from
their soil in anger, and cast them into another land, as would still be the
case. Concealed acts concerned God; but with overt acts, it was for the Israelites
to apply all the provisions of the Torah. The third reading (7%, aliyah) and a
closed portion (72110, setumah) end here with the end of chapter 29.
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15. for ye know how we dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we came
through the midst of the nations through Whioh ye passed

.....

16. and ye have seen the1r detestable thlngs, and the1r 1dols, Wood and
stone, silver and gold, which were with them--
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17. lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe,
whose heart turneth away this day from YHVH our God, to go to serve
the gods of those nations; lest there should be among you a root that
beareth gall and wormwood;
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18. and it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he
bless himself in his heart, saying: I shall have peace, though I walk in the
stubbornness of my heart--that the watered be swept away with the dry;

FYI N DN IR ET-ax {91 % 7 B o fim nme-nG 19
FIMA SR M- I St S0 e fEweh hni-53 is

4 https://dailyzohar.com



https://dailyzohar.com/

Torah — Deuteronomy- Nitzavim - Vayelech

19. YHVH will not be willing to pardon him, but then the anger of YHVH
and His jealousy shall be kindled against that man, and all the curse
that is written in this book shall lie upon him, and YHVH shall blot out
his name from under heaven;

3R s s 5o Dx oot Son ayh mim Hram 20
tatrafiaimiigiih)eh!
20. and YHVH shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of Israel,

according to all the curses of the covenant that is written in this book of
the law.
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21. And the generation to come, your children that shall rise up after
you, and the foreigner that shall come from a far land, shall say, when
they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses wherewith YHVH
hath made it sick
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22. and that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and a
burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein,

like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which
YHVH overthrew in His anger, and in His wrath;
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23. even all the nations shall say 'Wherefore hath YHVH done thus unto
this land9 what meaneth the heat of this great angerQ'
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24. then men shall say: 'Because they forsook the covenant of YHVH, the
God of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought them
forth out of the land of Egypt;

N7 2w T-N s oy o e o iy a1 25
mip PN
25. and went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods that
they knew not, and that He had not allotted unto them;
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26. therefore the anger of YHVH was kindled against this land, to bring
upon it all the curse that is written in this book;
PaR-ox BN Hih nghsy manay ars e bn i oo 27
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27. and YHVH rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and
in great indignation and cast them into another land, as it is this day'.--
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28. The secret things belong unto YHVH our God; but the things that are

revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all
the words of this law. {S}

=<0 Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses &=
Second Aliyah when combined with Vayelech

In the fourth reading (7%, aliyah), Moses foretold that, after all these curses had
befallen them, if they took them to heart in their exile, and they returned to God,
and they heeded God's commandments with all their hearts and souls, then God
would restore their fortunes, take them back in love, and bring them together again
from the ends of the world to the land that their fathers possessed, and God would
make them more prosperous and numerous. Then God would open their hearts to
love God with all their hearts and souls, in order that they might live. The fourth
reading (7%, aliyah) ends here.

Chapter: 30
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1. And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee,
the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt
bethink thyself among all the nations, whither YHVH your God hath
driven thee,
APX TR R IR 590 503 mymi ay M-y Hav 2
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2. and shalt return unto YHVH your God, and hearken to His voice
according to all that I command thee this day, thou and your children,
with all your heart, and with all your soul;
PN TRPR-BIR YER) S¥ AR QmaY-my YRR TR 2 3
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3. that then YHVH your God will turn your captivity, and have
compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the
peoples, whither YHVH your God hath scattered thee.
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4. If any of thine that are dispersed be in the uttermost parts of heaven,
from thence will YHVH your God gather thee, and from thence will He
fetch thee.
DR AR RSN Y- PINT-PN YRR S AvEm 5
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5. And YHVH your God will bring thee into the land which your fathers

possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and He will do thee good, and
multiply thee above your fathers.
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6. And YHVH your God will circumcise your heart, and the heart of your
seed, to love YHVH your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
that thou mayest live.

= ==2® Aliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron ¥&=<>=
Third Aliyah when combined with Vayelech

In the fifth reading (7%, aliyah), Moses foretold that God would then inflict all
those curses on the enemies who persecuted the Israelites, and would bless the
Israelites with abounding prosperity, fertility, and productivity. For God would
again delight in their wellbeing, as God had in that of their fathers, since they would
be heeding God and keeping the commandments once they had returned to God
with all their hearts and souls. The fifth reading (7°%», aliyah) and a closed portion
(772200, setumah) end here.
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7. And YHVH your God will put all these curses upon thine enemies,
and on them that hate thee, that persecuted thee.
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8. And thou shalt return and hearken to the voice of YHVH, and do all
His commandments which I command thee this day.
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9. And YHVH your God will make thee over-abundant in all the work of
your hand, in the fruit of your body, and in the fruit of your cattle, and in

the fruit of your land, for good; for YHVH will again rejoice over thee for
good, as He rejoiced over your fathers;

pio)r pt=Rlathy wmm Pr7ien '17:’&:5 'V"@Dx e ”::1'1: pnawn e .10
(®) 1@93—5::1 j::‘:—‘::: j»-:‘:x -n-:»—‘vx :ﬁz:n "> i fima

10. if thou shalt hearken to the voice of YHVH your God, to keep His
commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of the
law; if thou turn unto YHVH your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul.

=F=29 Aliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph &&=

In the sixth reading (7%, aliyah), Moses said that surely, this Instruction that he
enjoined upon them was not too baffling, beyond reach, in the heavens, or beyond
the sea; rather it was very close to them, in their mouths and hearts. The sixth
reading (;7°%, aliyah) and a closed portion (72270, setumah) end here.
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11. For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not too
hard for thee, neither is it far off.
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12. 1t is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say: 'Who shall go up for us
to heaven, and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that we may do

it?'
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13. Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say: 'Who shall go

over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that we
may do it?"'
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14. But the word is very nigh unto thee, in your mouth, and in your
heart, that thou mayest do it.
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=<9 Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David @&=<>=
Fourth Aliyah when combined with Vayelech

In the seventh reading (7%, aliyah), which is also the concluding maftir (2°vo»)
reading, Moses said that he set before them the choice between life and prosperity
on the one hand and death and adversity on the other. Moses commanded them to
love God, to walk in God's ways, and to keep God's commandments, that they might
thrive and increase, and that God might bless them in the land. But if their hearts
turned away and they gave no heed, and were lured into the worship of other gods,
Moses warned that they would certainly perish and not long endure in the
land. Moses called heaven and earth to witness that he had put before the Israelites
a choice between life and death, blessing and curse. He exhorted them to choose
life by loving God, heeding the commandments, and holding fast to God, so that
they might have life and long endure on the land that God swore to their
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The seventh reading (7%, aliyah), an open
portion (77219, petuchah), and the parashah end here.
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15. See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil,
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16. in that I command thee this day to love YHVH your God, to walk in
His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His
ordinances; then thou shalt live and multiply, and YHVH your God shall
bless thee in the land whither thou goest in to possess it.
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17. But if your heart turn away, and thou wilt not hear, but shalt be
drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;
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18. I declare unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish; ye shall not

prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over the Jordan
to go in to possess it.
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19. I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have
set before thee life and death, the blessing and the curse; therefore
choose life, that thou mayest live, thou and your seed;
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20. to love YHVH your God, to hearken to His voice, and to cleave unto
Him; for that is your life, and the length of your days; that thou mayest
dwell in the land which YHVH swore unto your fathers, to Abraham, to

Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

End of Nitzavim
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Vayelech —- 'f:"w

Vayelech, Vayeilech, VaYelech, Va-yelech, Vayelekh, Wayyelekh, Wayyelakh,

or Va-yelekh (722 — Hebrew for "then he went out”, the first word in the parashah)
is the 52nd weekly Torah portion (7275, parashah) in the annual Jewish cycle
of Torah readingand the ninth in the Book of Deuteronomy. It
constitutes Deuteronomy 31:1-30. In the parashah, Moses told the Israelites to be
strong and courageous, as God and Joshua would soon lead them into the Promised
Land. Moses commanded the Israelites to read the law to all the people every seven
years. God told Moses that his death was approaching, that the people would break
the covenant, and that God would thus hide God's face from them, so Moses should
therefore write a song to serve as a witness for God against them. With just 30
verses, it has the fewest verses of any parashah, although not the fewest words or
letters. (Parashat V'Zot HaBerachah has fewer letters and words.) The parashah is
made up of 5,652 Hebrew letters, 1,484 Hebrew words, 30 verses, and 112 lines in
a Torah Scroll. Jews generally read it in September or early October (or rarely, in
late August). The lunisolar Hebrew calendar contains between 50 weeks in common
years, and 54 or 55 weeks in leap years. In some leap years (for example, 2021,
2022, and 2025), Parashat Vayelech is read separately. In common years (for
example, 2020, 2023, 2024, 2026, and 2027), Parashat Vayelech is combined with
the previous parashah, Nitzavim, to help achieve the number of weekly readings
needed, and the combined portion is then read on the Sabbath immediately
before Rosh Hashanah. The two Torah portions are combined except when two
Sabbaths fall between Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot and neither Sabbath coincides
with a Holy Day.

In traditional Sabbath Torah reading, the parashah is divided into seven readings,
or oy, aliyot. In the Masoretic Text of the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible), Parashat
Vayelech has two "open portion" (771, petuchah) divisions (roughly equivalent to
paragraphs, often abbreviated with the Hebrew letter 5 (peh)). The first open portion
(7mns, petuchah) spans the first four readings (7%, aliyot). The second open
portion (;7717, petuchah) spans the remaining three readings (7>, aliyot). Within
the first open portion (77, petuchah), a further subdivision, called a "closed
portion" (72110, setumah) (abbreviated with the Hebrew letter o (samekh)), spans
the first two readings (7%, aliyot).
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S o= Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham —cr0

In the first reading (7°%, aliyah), Moses told the Israelites that he was 120 years old
that day, could no longer go out and come in, and God had told him that he was not
to go over the Jordan River. God would go over before them and destroy the nations
ahead of them, and Joshua would go over before them, as well. The first reading
(7%, aliyah) ends here.

Chapter: 31
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1. And Moses went and spoke these words unto all Israel.
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2. And he said unto them: 'T am a hundred and twenty years old

this day; I can no more go out and come in; and YHVH hath said
unto me: Thou shalt not go over this Jordan.
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3. The LORD your God, He will go over before thee; He will destroy

these nations from before thee, and thou shalt dispossess them;
and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as YHVH hath spoken.

O&o== pliya: Levi-Gevurah-Isaac ===

In the second reading (7°%v, aliyah), Moses promised that God would destroy
those nations as God had destroyed Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites,
and the Israelites would dispossess those nations according to
the commandments that Moses had commanded them. Moses exhorted the
Israelites to be strong and courageous, for God would go with them and
would not forsake them. The second reading (7°%y, aliyah) and a closed
portion (700, setumah) end here.
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4. And YHVH will do unto them as He did to Sihon and to Og, the
kings of the Amorites, and unto their land; whom He destroyed.
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5. And YHVH will deliver them up before you, and ye shall do unto
them according unto all the commandment which I have
commanded you.
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6. Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor be affrighted at

them; for YHVH your God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee.'

SE& == pAliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob ===
Fifth Aliyah when combined with Nitzavim

In the third reading (7°%, aliyah), in the sight of the people, Moses told Joshua to
be strong and courageous, for he would go with the people into the land that God
had sworn to their fathers and cause them to inherit it, and God would go before
him, be with him, and not forsake him. Moses wrote this law and delivered it to
the priests, the sons of Levi, who bore the Ark of the Covenantand to all
the elders of Israel. The third reading (7%, aliyah) ends here.
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7. And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of
all Israel: 'Be strong and of good courage; for thou shalt go with this

people into the land which YHVH hath sworn unto their fathers to
give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.
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8. And YHVH, He it is that doth go before thee; He will be with
thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither be
dismayed.'
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9. And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the

sons of Levi, that bore the ark of the covenant of YHVH, and unto
all the elders of Israel.
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O&L>== Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses ===

In the fourth reading (7°%, aliyah), Moses commanded them to read the law before

all Israel at the end of every seven years during Sukkot, when all Israel was to
appear in the place that God would choose. Moses told them to assemble all the
people  —men,women, children, and strangers — that they
might hear, learn, fear God, and observe the law as long as the Israelites lived in
the land that they were going over the Jordan to possess. The fourth reading
(7%, aliyah) and the first open portion (7715, petuchah) end here.
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10. And Moses commanded them, saying: 'At the end of every seven

years, in the set time of the year of release, in the feast of

tabernacles,
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11. when all Israel is come to appear before YHVH your God in the
place which He shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all
Israel in their hearing.

Wit o bT PR i DM DM DRE Y- Dhnh 12
IR -5 ML 1y mEAeN - N 1":7:5" o
NI
12. Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little
ones, and your stranger that is within your gates, that they may

hear, and that they may learn, and fear YHVH your God, and
observe to do all the words of this law;
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13. and that their children, who have not known, may hear, and

learn to fear YHVH your God, as long as ye live in the land whither
ye go over the Jordan to possess it.'

S&To= pAliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron =<>==>%
Sixth Aliyah when combined with Nitzavim

In the fifth reading (7%, aliyah), God told Moses that as the day of his death was
approaching, he should call Joshua, and they should present themselves in the tent
of meeting so that God might bless Joshua. God appeared in a pillar of cloud over
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the door of the Tent and told Moses that he was about to die, the people would rise
up and break the covenant, God's anger would be kindled against them, God would
forsake them and hide God's face from them, and many evils would come upon
them. God directed Moses therefore to write a song and teach it to the Israelites so
that the song might serve as a witness for God against the Israelites. The fifth
reading (;7%, aliyah) ends here.
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14. And YHVH said unto Moses: 'Behold, your days approach that
thou must die; call Joshua, and present yourselves in the tent of

meeting, that I may give him a charge.' And Moses and Joshua
went, and presented themselves in the tent of meeting.
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15. And YHVH appeared in the Tent in a pillar of cloud; and the
pillar of cloud stood over the door of the Tent.
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16. And YHVH said unto Moses: 'Behold, thou art about to sleep
with your fathers; and this people will rise up, and go astray after
the foreign gods of the land, whither they go to be among them, and

will forsake Me, and break My covenant which I have made with
them.

TRV B:NB I B "3 "INmem DRI NITT-2P2 13 "ax o 17
WINER "3RS HBN PR-"2 Bi: NB': NI B2 RN ming mizn o
o Py

17. Then My anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I
will forsake them, and I will hide My face from them, and they shall
be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall come upon them;
so that they will say in that day: Are not these evils come upon us
because our God is not among us?
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18. And I will surely hide My face in that day for all the evil which
they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods.
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19. Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach thou it the
children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this song may be a
witness for Me against the children of Israel.

O&== pliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph ==>==%

Seventh Aliyah when combined with Nitzavim

In the sixth reading (7%, aliyah), God continued that when God will have brought
the Israelites into the land flowing with milk and honey (2277 257, chalav udevash),
they will have eaten their fill, grown fat, turned to other gods, and broken the
covenant, then when many evils will have come upon them, this song would testify
before them as a witness. So Moses wrote the song that day and taught it to the
Israelites. And God charged Joshua to be strong and courageous, for he would bring
the Israelites into the land that God had sworn to them, and God would be with
him. And Moses finished writing the law in a book. The sixth reading (7%, aliyah)
ends here.
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20. For when I shall have brought them into the land which I
swore unto their fathers, flowing with milk and honey; and they

shall have eaten their fill, and waxen fat; and turned unto other
gods, and served them, and despised Me, and broken My covenant;
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21. then it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles are
come upon them, that this song shall testify before them as a
witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their seed;

for I know their imagination how they do even now, before I have
brought them into the land which I swore.'
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22. So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it the
children of Israel.
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23. And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said: 'Be
strong and of good courage; for thou shalt bring the children of
Israel into the land which I swore unto them; and I will be with
thee.'
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24. And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing
the words of this law in a book, until they were finished,

O&Lo== pliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David =<0
In the seventh reading (7%, aliyah), Moses commanded the Levites who bore the
Ark of the Covenant to take the book and put it by the side of the Ark so that it might
serves as a witness against the people. For Moses said that he knew that even that

day, the people had been rebelling against God, so how much more would they after
his death?

In the maftir (°vo») reading of Deuteronomy 31:28-30 that concludes the
parashah, Moses called the elders and officers to assemble, so that he might call
heaven and earth to witness against them. For Moses said that he knew that after
his death, the Israelites would deal corruptly and turn away from the
commandments, and evil would befall them because they would do that which was
evil in the sight of God. And Moses spoke to all the assembly of Israel the words of
the song. The seventh reading (7%, aliyah), the second open portion
(77mno, petuchah), and the parashah end here.
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25. that Moses commanded the Levites, that bore the ark of the
covenant of YHVH, saying:
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26. 'Take this book of the law, and put it by the side of the ark of

the covenant of YHVH your God, that it may be there for a witness
against thee.
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27. For I know your rebellion, and your stiff neck; behold, while I

am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against
YHVH; and how much more after my death?

Aliya: Maftir
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28. Assemble unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your
officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven
and earth to witness against them.
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29. For I know that after my death ye will in any wise deal
corruptly, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded
you; and evil will befall you in the end of days; because ye will do
that which is evil in the sight of YHVH, to provoke Him through the
work of your hands.'
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30. And Moses spoke in the ears of all the assembly of Israel the
words of this song, until they were finished:

End of Vayelech
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