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Balak is the 40th weekly Torah portion (7275, parashah) in the annual Jewish cycle
of Torah reading and the seventh in the Book of Numbers. In the parashah, Balak
son of Zippor, king of Moab, tries to hire Balaam to curse Israel, Balaam's donkey
speaks to Balaam, and Balaam blesses Israel instead. The parashah constitutes
Numbers 22:2-25:9. The parashah is made up of 5,357 Hebrew letters, 1,455
Hebrew words, 104 verses, and 178 lines in a Torah Scroll (7717 999, Sefer Torah).

Jews generally read it in late June or July. In most years (for example, 2018, 2019,
2021, 2022, 2024, 2025, and 2028), parashah Balak is read separately. In some
years (for example, 2020, 2023, 2026, and 2027) when the second day of Shavuot
falls on a Sabbath in the Diaspora (where observant Jews observe Shavuot for two
days), parashah Balak is combined with the previous parashah, Chukat, in the
Diaspora to synchronize readings thereafter with those in Israel (where Jews
observe Shavuot for one day).

=c===® Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham ®&<>=

In the first reading (;7°%», aliyah), Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, grew
alarmed at the Israelites’ military victories among the Amorites. He consulted
with the elders of Midian and sent elders of Moab and Midian to the land by the
Euphrates to invite the prophet Balaam to come and curse the Israelites for him.
Balaam told them: "Spend the night here, and I shall reply to you as YHVH may
instruct me." God came to Balaam and said: "You must not curse that people, for
they are blessed."

Chapter: 22
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2. And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the
Amorites.
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3. And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many;
and Moab was overcome with dread because of the children of Israel.
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4. And Moab said unto the elders of Midian: 'Now will this multitude
lick up all that is round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the
field.' --And Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab at that time.--
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5. And he sent messengers unto Balaam the son of Beor, to Pethor,

which is by the River, to the land of the children of his people, to call
him, saying: 'Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt; behold,

they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me.
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6. Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are
too mighty for me; peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite
them, and that [ may drive them out of the land; for I know that he
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.'
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7. And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the
rewards of divination in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and
spoke unto him the words of Balak.
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8. And he said unto them: 'Lodge here this night, and I will bring you
back word, as YHVH may speak unto me'; and the princes of Moab
abode with Balaam.
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9. And God came unto Balaam, and said: 'What men are these with
thee?'
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10. And Balaam said unto God: 'Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, hath sent unto me saying:

o-niap P mAY PN PR-mN ORN TR NPT BRI M 41
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11. Behold the people that is come out of Egypt, it covereth the face of
the earth; now, come curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to
fight against them, and shall drive them out.'
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12. And God said unto Balaam: 'Thou shalt not go with them; thou
shalt not curse the people; for they are blessed.'

=9 Aliya: Levi-Gevurah-Isaac &=
== When combined, Aliya: Fifth, Hod, Aaron &&= o=

In the second reading (;7°%», aliyah), in the morning, Balaam asked Balak's
dignitaries to leave, as God would not let him go with them, and they left and
reported Balaam's answer to Balak. Then Balak sent more numerous and
distinguished dignitaries, who offered Balaam rich rewards in return for damning
the Israelites. But Balaam replied: "Though Balak were to give me his house full
of silver and gold, I could not do anything, big or little, contrary to the command
of YHVH my God." Nonetheless, Balaam invited the dignitaries to stay overnight
to let Balaam find out what else God might say to him, and that night God told
Balaam: "If these men have come to invite you, you may go with them."
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13. And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of
Balak: 'Get you into your land; for YHVH refuseth to give me leave to
go with you.'
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14. And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and
said: 'Balaam refuseth to come with us.'
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15. And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable
than they.
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16. And they came to Balaam, and said to him: 'Thus saith Balak the
son of Zippor: Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto
me;
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17. for I will promote thee unto very great honour, and whatsoever
thou sayest unto me I will do; come therefore, I pray thee, curse me
this people.'

9o3 iz Non Foz H-im-mx $3 IIp-Dx anh oyha jbn 18

18. And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak: 'If
Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go
beyond the word of YHVH my God, to do any thing, small or great.
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19. Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may
know what YHVH will speak unto me more.'
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20. And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him: 'If the
men are come to call thee, rise up, go with them; but only the word
which I speak unto thee, that shalt thou do.'

==@ Aliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob O ==
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In the third reading (77°%v, aliyah), in the morning, Balaam saddled his donkey and
departed with the dignitaries, but God was incensed at his going and placed an
angel in Balaam's way. When the donkey saw the angel standing in the way holding
his drawn sword, the donkey swerved from the road into the fields, and Balaam
beat the ass to turn her back onto the road. The angel then stationed himself in a
lane with a fence on either side. Seeing the angel, the donkey pressed herself and
Balaam's foot against the wall, so he beat her again. The angel then stationed
himself on a narrow spot that allowed no room to swerve right or left, and the
donkey lay down under Balaam, and Balaam became furious and beat the ass with
his stick. Then God allowed the donkey to speak, and she complained to Balaam.
And then God allowed Balaam to see the angel, and Balaam bowed down to the
ground. The angel questioned Balaam for beating his donkey, noting that she had
saved Balaam’s life. Balaam admitted his error and offered to turn back if the angel
still disapproved. But the angel told Balaam: "Go with the men. But you must say
nothing except what I tell you.” So Balaam went on. Balak went out to meet Balaam
on the Arnon border, and asked him why he didn't come earlier. But Balaam told
Balak that he could utter only the words that God put into his mouth.

raxta ip-oy TP Hme-m Yt NREs Trhs op 21

21. And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and
went with the princes of Moab.
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22. And God's anger was kindled because he went; and the angel of
YHVH placed himself in the way for an adversary against him. --Now
he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.--
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23. And the ass saw the angel of YHVH standing in the way, with his
sword drawn in his hand; and the ass turned aside out of the way, and
went into the field; and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the
way.

574 T8 SR TS DRNDE Diveng S e Shyn 24

24. Then the angel of YHVH stood in a hollow way between the
vineyards, a fence being on this side, and a fence on that side.
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25. And the ass saw the angel of YHVH, and she thrust herself unto
the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall; and he smote her
again.

mieE> TYI-PR N ¥ DipRs ey Mgy mim-an qei 2
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26. And the angel of YHVH went further, and stood in a narrow place,
where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.
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27. And the ass saw the angel of YHVH, and she lay down under
Balaam; and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with
his staff.
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28. And YHVH opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto
Balaam: 'What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these
three times?'
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29. And Balaam said unto the ass: 'Because thou hast mocked me; I
would there were a sword in my hand, for now I had killed thee.'

FTiv Ty mIon-N RISty & oyha-bx (i vaxm 30
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30. And the ass said unto Balaam: 'Am not I thine ass, upon which
thou hast ridden all thy life long unto this day? was I ever wont to do
so unto thee?' And he said: 'Nay.'
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31. Then YHVH opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of
YHVH standing in the way, with his sword drawn in his hand; and he
bowed his head, and fell on his face.
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32. And the angel of YHVH said unto him: 'Wherefore hast thou
smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I am come forth for an
adversary, because thy way is contrary unto me;
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33. and the ass saw me, and turned aside before me these three
times; unless she had turned aside from me, surely now I had even
slain thee, and saved her alive.'
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34. And Balaam said unto the angel of YHVH: 'l have sinned; for I
knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me; now therefore, if it
displease thee, I will get me back.'
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35. And the angel of YHVH said unto Balaam: 'Go with the men; but
only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak.' So
Balaam went with the princes of Balak.
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36. And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to
meet him unto Ir-moab, which is on the border of Arnon, which is in
the utmost part of the border.
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37. And Balak said unto Balaam: 'Did I not earnestly send unto thee
to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed
to promote thee to honour?"
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38. And Balaam said unto Balak: 'Lo, I am come unto thee; have I
now any power at all to speak any thing? the word that God putteth in
my mouth, that shall I speak.’

=c==@ Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses &&<>=
=== When combined, Aliya: Sixth, Yessod, Joseph @& o=

In the fourth reading (7%, aliyah), Balaam and Balak went together to Kiriath-
huzoth, where Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and they ate. In the morning, Balak
took Balaam up to Bamoth-Baal, overlooking the Israelites. Balaam had Balak
build seven altars, and they offered up a bull and a ram on each altar. Then Balaam
asked Balak to wait while Balaam went off alone to see if God would grant him a
manifestation. God appeared to Balaam and told him what to say. Balaam returned
and said: "How can | damn whom God has not damned, how doom when YHVH
has not doomed? . . . Who can count the dust of Jacob, number the dust-cloud of
Israel? May | die the death of the upright, may my fate be like theirs!" Balak
complained that he had brought Balaam to damn the Israelites, but instead Balaam
blessed them. Balaam replied that he could only repeat what God put in his mouth.

TV MR WEN PR3-TY opPa Ten 39

39. And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kiriath-huzoth.
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40. And Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to
the princes that were with him.
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41. And it came to pass in the morning that Balak took Balaam, and
brought him up into Bamoth-baal, and he saw from thence the utmost
part of the people.

Chapter: 23
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1. And Balaam said unto Balak: 'Build me here seven altars, and
prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams.'
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2. And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and Balaam
offered on every altar a bullock and a ram.
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3. And Balaam said unto Balak: 'Stand by thy burnt-offering, and I
will go; peradventure YHVH will come to meet me; and whatsoever He
showeth me I will tell thee.' And he went to a bare height.

oAy TinEtan mps-me Yoy vaNn mpba-by iRy N 4
srataz Dy N DY)

4. And God met Balaam; and he said unto Him: 'T have prepared the
seven altars, and I have offered up a bullock and a ram on every altar.'
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5. And YHVH put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said: 'Return unto
Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.'
s =21 N1 ish-bp & i YR 2 6

6. And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt-offering,
he, and all the princes of Moab.
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7. And he took up his parable, and said: From Aram Balak bringeth
me, the king of Moab from the mountains of the East: 'Come, curse me
Jacob, and come, execrate Israel.’

7 Tyt XD TP frm Sy HaH ¥ 55 i s

8. How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? And how shall I
execrate, whom YHVH hath not execrated?
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9. For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold
him: lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned
among the nations.
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10. Who hath counted the dust of Jacob, or numbered the stock of
Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and let mine end be like
his!

7203 TEM AR’ Y3 555 B ey p oyha-by Fhz maxn

11. And Balak said unto Balaam: 'What hast thou done unto me? I
took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them
altogether.'

IETH TN N B3 i D Ex i NS N i 12

12. And he answered and said: 'Must I not take heed to speak that
which YHVH putteth in my mouth?'
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=== Aliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron 9&=<>=

In the fifth reading (7°%, aliyah), Balak took Balaam to the summit of Pisgah, once
offered a bull and a ram on each of seven altars, and once again Balaam asked
Balak to wait while Balaam went off alone to seek a manifestation, and once again
God told him what to say. Balaam returned and told Balak: "My message was to
bless: When He blesses, | cannot reverse it. No harm is in sight for Jacob, no woe
in view for Israel. YHVH their God is with them.” Then Balak told Balaam at least
not to bless them, but Balaam replied that he had to do whatever God directed.

TOX TR BRI WX M DIRR-DN TN K- 593 OX AN 13
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13. And Balak said unto him: 'Come, I pray thee, with me unto
another place, from whence thou mayest see them; thou shalt see but
the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them all; and curse me
them from thence.'

~g b rivain S jEh mionn PNN-Dx R b9 D 14
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14. And he took him into the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and
built seven altars, and offered up a bullock and a ram on every altar.
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15. And he said unto Balak: 'Stand here by thy burnt-offering, while I
go toward a meeting yonder.'
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16. And YHVH met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said:
'Return unto Balak, and thus shalt thou speak.'
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17. And he came to him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt-offering, and
the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said unto him: 'What hath
YHVH spoken?'

% 2 7Y FPIRG DA B3 =R ann v X 18
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18. And he took up his parable, and said: Arise, Balak, and hear; give
ear unto me, thou son of Zippor:

N3 by N A NI T DTR-iE S0 oy wx XD 19
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19. God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that
He should repent: when He hath said, will He not do it? or when He
hath spoken, will He not make it good?

TN X1 703 TNER 22 T 20
20. Behold, I am bidden to bless; and when He hath blessed, I cannot

call it back.
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21. None hath beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath one seen
perverseness in Israel; YHVH his God is with him, and the shouting for
the King is among them.

215> ox Fabins ok oxvvin Ox 22

22. God who brought them forth out of Egypt is for them like the lofty
horns of the wild-ox.
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23. For there is no enchantment with Jacob, neither is there any
divination with Israel; now is it said of Jacob and of Israel: 'What hath
God wrought!'

-2 g BIN-Ty S5 X3 Nk IND) B NER By
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24. Behold a people that riseth up as a lioness, and as a lion doth he
lift himself up; he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, and drink
the blood of the slain.

123 N5 3-m 12hn X3 Sh-mh oyfpz-bx Phs ann 25

25. And Balak said unto Balaam: 'Neither curse them at all, nor bless
them at all.'
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26. But Balaam answered and said unto Balak: 'Told not I thee,
saying: All that YHVH speaketh, that I must do?'

=== Aliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph ¥& ==
=== When combined, Aliya: Seventh, Malchut, King David &&= o=

In the sixth reading (77°%v, aliyah), Balak took Balaam to the peak of Peor, and once
offered a bull and a ram on each of seven altars. Balaam, seeing that it pleased
God to bless Israel, immediately turned to the Israelites and blessed them: "How
fair are your tents, O Jacob, your dwellings, O Israel! . . . They shall devour enemy
nations, crush their bones, and smash their arrows. . . . Blessed are they who bless
you, accursed they who curse you!" Enraged, Balak complained and dismissed
Balaam.

i o e St A Mi-a9h 2bn-by Pha ann 27
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27. And Balak said unto Balaam: 'Come now, I will take thee unto
another place; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse
me them from thence.'

Pt -l qRWIT NivET WX opbI-my Fh3 npn 28

28. And Balak took Balaam unto the top of Peor, that looketh down
upon the desert.
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29. And Balaam said unto Balak: 'Build me here seven altars, and
prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams.'

srabaz D)~ DY Ty vax YND P2 YN 30

30. And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered up a bullock and
a ram on every altar.

Chapter: 24
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1. And when Balaam saw that it pleased YHVH to bless Israel, he went
not, as at the other times, to meet with enchantments, but he set his
face toward the wilderness.
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N

2. And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel dwelling tribe by
tribe; and the spirit of God came upon him.

MR DY N34T SRR 3 53 Dyha o ann Hivn xen s

3. And he took up his parable, and said: The saying of Balaam the
son of Beor, and the saying of the man whose eye is opened,;

rmeir Tpin DI ST YT ST R DR-YAN i ORi 4

4. The saying of him who heareth the words of God, who seeth the
vision of the Almighty, fallen down, yet with opened eyes:

xmE D Sei N =i 5
R 2R Y 70N 13T

5. How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, thy dwellings, O Israel!

6. As valleys stretched out, as gardens by the river-side; as aloes
planted of YHVH, as cedars beside the waters;

rimon N 155m dinp S wan o iy e wa-b, 7

7. Water shall flow from his branches, and his seed shall be in many
waters; and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall
be exalted.
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8. God who brought him forth out of Egypt is for him like the lofty
horns of the wild-ox; he shall eat up the nations that are his
adversaries, and shall break their bones in pieces, and pierce them
through with his arrows.
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9. He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a lioness; who shall
rouse him up? Blessed be every one that blesseth thee, and cursed be
every one that curseth thee.

TYPI-DN TSI AN ras-me FIen oybI-by BHT ax-Tmm .10
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10. And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his
hands together; and Balak said unto Balaam: 'I called thee to curse
mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether blessed them these
three times.

HI LIRS HTSOKR TED AR rinn-br Te-1mE A 11
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11. Therefore now flee thou to thy place; I thought to promote thee
unto great honour; but, lo, YHVH hath kept thee back from honour.'

ox miip-ay poNk-by = MO Bha-by Sibs wann 2
TVax'> T

12. And Balaam said unto Balak: 'Spoke I not also to thy messengers
that thou didst send unto me, saying:

i 'g-m 3y How X5 3ih qep in Kon g H-jm-mx 1

13. If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go
beyond the word of YHVH, to do either good or bad of mine own mind,;
what YHVH speaketh, that will I speak?
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== Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David 9&=<=>=

In the seventh reading (;7°%», aliyah), Balaam replied once again that he could not
do contrary to God's command, and blessed Israelites once again, saying: "A
scepter comes forth from Israel; it smashes the brow of Moab." Then Balaam set
out back home, and Balak went his way. While the Israelites stayed at Shittim, the
people went whoring with the Moabite women and worshiped their god Baal-peor,
enraging God. God told Moses to impale the ringleaders, and Moses directed
Israel's officials to slay those who had attached themselves to Baal-peor. When one
of the Israelites publicly brought a Midianite woman over to his companions,
Phinehas son of Eleazar took a spear, followed the Israelite into the chamber, and
stabbed the Israelite and the woman through the belly. Then the plague against the
Israelites was checked, having killed 24,000.

Jars mim mpm mby A ey TS5 Rys e wn nd e
TR SRS

14. And now, behold, I go unto my people; come, and I will announce
to thee what this people shall do to thy people in the end of days.'

MY DO Y5A0 TN WS 2 Drba o ann o xipn s

15. And he took up his parable, and said: The saying of Balaam the
son of Beor, and the saying of the man whose eye is opened,;

oin gl My, T S (hPy mpT b DR-rvax b oRs e
:n?ﬁ;i;

16. The saying of him who heareth the words of God, and knoweth the
knowledge of the Most High, who seeth the vision of the Almighty,
fallen down, yet with opened eyes:

bIY op SHbe 391D T 3R NBW BN SOY N’:w VR .17
HP=4E-52 TRTIR) SRR TNA P SR

17. 1 see him, but not now; I behold him, but not nigh; there shall step
forth a star out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel, and
shall smite through the corners of Moab, and break down all the sons
of Seth.

o Yy SNy MEN YR mipy m iy St i a8
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18. And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also, even his enemies, shall
be a possession; while Israel doeth valiantly.

PR T ARG IRYNA T 19

19. And out of Jacob shall one have dominion, and shall destroy the
remnant from the city.

™Y TR Ty T SR aNn o Nipn Shnp-mx X 20
$92N

20. And he looked on Amalek, and took up his parable, and said:
Amalek was the first of the nations; but his end shall come to
destruction.

IR YoR3 T A3 Ty axn o xipn wRa-m kM 21

21. And he looked on the Kenite, and took up his parable, and said:
Though firm be thy dwelling-place, and though thy nest be set in the
rock;

MBS YR AR-TY PR WS M- P 22

22. Nevertheless Kain shall be wasted; How long? Asshur shall carry
thee away captive.

ox it e ma iR vann Toin X 23
23. And he took up his parable, and said: Alas, who shall live after
God hath appointed him?
PTEN TP RIT-T NIP-nD) MR B I TR TR 24
24. But ships shall come from the coast of Kittim, and they shall

afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall come to
destruction.

(®) HDYTD TR Sz-mi) it Sin o1 oPpa T 25

25. And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place; and
Balak also went his way.

Chapter: 25
raxTa misa-ox mith b i wbwa S S

1. And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit
harlotry with the daughters of Moab.

AErmox' nimn obn Doxn ey et Yk oixnnm 2
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2. And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods; and the
people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.

{ox3 T A=t iva SyEh a3

3. And Israel joined himself unto the Baal of Peor; and the anger of
YHVH was kindled against Israel.

FiETD TN PR i pRA-Do-me nD FPR-Dx S ANt 4
ORYPYR TSN [ e e
4. And YHVH said unto Moses: 'Take all the chiefs of the people, and

hang them up unto YHVH in face of the sun, that the fierce anger of
YHVH may turn away from Israel.'

SYED DAkl MEIN WK T SRR REp-bx adn maNn s
My

5. And Moses said unto the judges of Israel: 'Slay ye every one his
men that have joined themselves unto the Baal of Peor.'

mE PP TR TT-m PN 3R N5 DR i B i 6
Ty DT T WSS A DN-ia mIp-52 iy
6. And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto
his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the
sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, while they were

weeping at the door of the tent of meeting.
Aliya: Maftir
WY RN AT iR SR (R0 IN-iE MeN-1s e X 7
e

7. And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
saw it, he rose up from the midst of the congregation, and took a spear
in his hand.

PR PN DIPRS-TN TP P3R0-DY BRp-wex iy NEn 8

fonn %53 Db Ak NEm anah-on SPRT-m DRk

https://dailyzohar.com



https://dailyzohar.com/

8. And he went after the man of Israel into the chamber, and thrust
both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her
belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.

TP TR TSN MIiRD DR Y 9
9. And those that died by the plague were twenty and four thousand.
(399

- End of Parasha -
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