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Chukat is the 39th weekly Torah portion (57225, parashah) in the annual Jewish cycle of
Torah reading and the sixth in the Book of Numbers. The parashah sets out the laws of
corpse contamination (tumat hamet) and purification with the water of lustration prepared
with the Red Heifer (727% /779, parah adumah. It also reports the deaths of Miriam and
Aaron, the failure of Moses at the Waters of Meribah, and the conquest of Arad, the
Amorites, and Bashan.

The parashah constitutes Numbers 19:1-22:1. The parashah is the shortest weekly Torah
portion in the Book of Numbers (although not the shortest in the Torah), and is made up
of 4,670 Hebrew letters, 1,245 Hebrew words, 87 verses, and 159 lines in a Torah Scroll
(/791m 2pp, Sefer Torah).

Jews generally read it in late June or July. In most years (for example, in 2019, 2021, 2022,
2024, 2025, and 2028), parashah Chukat is read separately. In some years (for example,
2020, 2023, 2026, and 2027) when the second day of Shavuot falls on a Sabbath in the
Diaspora (where observant Jews observe Shavuot for two days), parashah Chukat is
combined with the subsequent parashah, Balak, in the Diaspora to synchronize readings
thereafter with those in Israel (where Jews observe Shavuot for one day).

Jews also read the first part of the parashah, Numbers 19:1-22, in addition to the regular
weekly Torah portion, on the Sabbath after Purim, called Shabbat Parah. On Shabbat
Parah, a reader chants the regular weekly Torah portion first, and then a reader chants the
chapter of the Red Heifer. Shabbat Parah occurs shortly before Passover, and Numbers
19:1-22 sets out the procedure by which the Israelites could purify themselves from the
impurity of death (tumat hamet), and so prepare for the Pilgrimage Festival of Passover.
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=<9 Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham @&<>=

In the first reading (7°%», aliyah), God told Moses and Aaron to instruct the
Israelites regarding the ritual law of the Red Heifer (77% /779, parah adumah)
used to create the water of lustration. The Heifer was to be without blemish,
have no defect, and not have borne a yoke. Eleazar the priest was to take it
outside the camp, observe its slaughter, and take some of its blood with his
finger and sprinkle it seven times toward the Tabernacle. The Heifer was to be
burned in its entirety along with cedar wood, hyssop, and crimson wool. The
priest and the one who burned the Heifer were both to wash their garments,
bathe in water, and be unclean until evening. The ashes of the Heifer were to
be used to create the water of lustration. One who touched the corpse of any
human being was to be unclean for seven days. On the third and seventh days,
the person who had touched the corpse was to cleanse with the water of
lustration and then be clean. One who failed to do so would remain unclean,
would defile the Tabernacle, and would be cut off from Israel. When a person
died in a tent, whoever entered the tent was to be unclean seven days, and
every open vessel in the tent was to be unclean. In the open, anyone who
touched a corpse, bone, or a grave was to be unclean seven days.

Chapter: 19

AN fx-ox Sy A AT
1. And YHVH spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying;:
M RN I | NET AN ST MmE-nN FRiT mpn mNt 2
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2. This is the statute of the law which YHVH hath commanded,
saying: Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red
heifer, faultless, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came
yoke.
oYY TR Pma-x TN NoRIm (D0 iyex-x AN oemn 3
migh N
3. And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, and she shall be
brought forth without the camp, and she shall be slain before his face.
Tyha-BI lg NSI-DX A I¥NE MR R0 RN R34
ohyg YIY AR
4. And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and

sprinkle of her blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven
times.
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5. And the heifer shall be burnt in his sight; her skin, and her flesh,
and her blood, with her dung, shall be burnt.

TR TR MIN-DK R MYRin e i K P 20 nE 6

6. And the priest shall take cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and

cast it into the midst of the burning of the heifer.

R]D) THVRI-DN N3 N DURD S P IS0 S o3 7
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7. Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh

in water, and afterward he may come into the camp, and the priest
shall be unclean until the even.

F3PT-TY XAV DRSPS PR 2R3 Y3 ©F2) AR A 8

8. And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe
his flesh in water, and shall be unclean until the even.

i minns r:iw:B IR AT ST 9N SN TS N | X1 9
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9. And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and
lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for
the congregation of the children of Israel for a water of sprinkling; it is

a purification from sin.
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10. And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his
clothes, and be unclean until the even; and it shall be unto the
children of Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among them,
for a statute for ever.

I MRS NRD) BTN D005 MRT v
11. He that toucheth the dead, even any man's dead body, shall be
unclean seven days;
R K5-mx) Nty st o o os 18- x0T 12
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12. the same shall purify himself therewith on the third day and on

the seventh day, and he shall be clean; but if he purify not himself the
third day and the seventh day, he shall not be clean.
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13. Whosoever toucheth the dead, even the body of any man that is
dead, and purifieth not himself--he hath defiled the tabernacle of the
LORD--that soul shall be cut off from Israel; because the water of
sprinkling was not dashed against him, he shall be unclean; his
uncleanness is yet upon him.

~iR-oo1 Dki-ox x3T-o2 LHRD M- TR FAIET PN 14
TIOR3 Nt Dok
14. This is the law: when a man dieth in a tent, every one that cometh

into the tent, and every thing that is in the tent, shall be unclean
seven days.

IR NI YYD TRY-PX YN T B3 521 15

15. And every open vessel, which hath no covering close-bound upon
it, is unclean.

DX D¥PI-IN AT N SN-50NE S gy vy 51 16
o s N N3 X
16. And whosoever in the open field toucheth one that is slain with a

sword, or one that dieth of himself, or a bone of a man, or a grave,
shall be unclean seven days.

Pop-Dx T T Yob I INETE MR MR XA MR a7

17. And for the unclean they shall take of the ashes of the burning of
the purification from sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a
vessel.

=<9 Aliya: Levi-Gevurah-Isaac &>

In the second reading (77°%v, aliyah), a person who was clean was to add fresh
water to ashes of the Red Cow, dip hyssop it in the water, and sprinkle the
water on the tent, the vessels, and people who had become unclean. The person
who sprinkled the water was then to wash his clothes, bathe in water, and be
clean at nightfall. Anyone who became unclean and failed to cleanse himself
was to be cut off from the congregation. The person who sprinkled the water
of lustration was to wash his clothes, and whoever touched the water of
lustration, whatever he touched, and whoever touched him were to be unclean
until evening. The Israelites arrived at Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin, and
Miriam died and was buried there. The people were without water, and they
complained against Moses and Aaron. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces at
the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and the Presence of God appeared to them.
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18. And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and
sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the
persons that were there, and upon him that touched the bone, or the
slain, or the dead, or the grave.

o3 Xl P EE o b T xdbI-bY Smon i 10
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19. And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third

day, and on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he shall purify

him; and he shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and
shall be clean at even.

"> DR qima RITT W9 Armsh XDt N Rib-awx BN 20
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20. But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself,

that soul shall be cut off from the midst of the assembly, because he

hath defiled the sanctuary of the LORD; the water of sprinkling hath

not been dashed against him: he is unclean.

"3 Yim PES ©F Tn-R S ghiy mpnk o a2
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21. And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them; and he that

sprinkleth the water of sprinkling shall wash his clothes; and he that
toucheth the water of sprinkling shall be unclean until even.

ISWR-TY NRRT TWET BRI N NRT i5-pi-as 591 22
)]

22. And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean;
and the soul that toucheth him shall be unclean until even.

Chapter: 20

DY S N IS -3 TR T7p-52 s wan 1
T NERM TR TY e YRS
1. And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, came into

the wilderness of Zin in the first month; and the people abode in
Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there.

HmN=Dp) =Dy THIpn MK TR XD 2
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2. And there was no water for the congregation; and they assembled
themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.

HTIET "3 WIS DS By 1 NS vyaNn myn-Ty opn S 3
3. And the people strove with Moses, and spoke, saying: 'Would that
we had perished when our brethren perished before the LORD!

WX TP R T ETRo-bx Aim bop-mx Doxsg e 4
My

4. And why have ye brought the assembly of YHVH into this
wilderness, to die there, we and our cattle?

N TIT YT Sipea-D uEN wagh o Nabyn e 5
YD % S ) Y P b miga
5. And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring

us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines,
or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.'

n;»ig—’vi: ’\1?9-{’1 "!ﬁ}"w: B‘.jr; i‘cng-‘vg B;j‘*?ij an T{“Z‘E"‘, una,z,,: ;4-::.! 5
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6. And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto
the door of the tent of meeting, and fell upon their faces; and the glory
of YHVH appeared unto them.

=<F=29 Aliya: Third-Tiferet-Jacob ¢&=<>=
=== When combined, Aliya (Levi): Second, Gevura, Isaac @& o=

In the third reading (7°%», aliyah), God told Moses that he and Aaron should
take the rod and order the rock to yield its water. Moses took the rod,
assembled the congregation in front of the rock, and said to them: "Listen, you
rebels, shall we get water for you out of this rock?" Then Moses struck the rock
twice with his rod, out came water, and the community and their animals
drank. But God told Moses and Aaron: "Because you did not trust Me enough
to affirm My sanctity in the sight of the Israelite people, therefore you shall not
lead this congregation into the land that | have given them." The water was
named Meribah, meaning quarrel or contention.”

VaND - i E T 7
7. And YHVH spoke unto Moses, saying:
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8. 'Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, thou, and Aaron thy
brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes, that it give forth
its water; and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock; so
thou shalt give the congregation and their cattle drink.'

NI YPXD T IR APRI-rX TR e 9
9. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as He commanded
him.
—pia TR TN PO v9-Dn DrnT-me IR Fn ERn 10
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10. And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the
rock, and he said unto them: 'Hear now, ye rebels; are we to bring you
forth water out of this rock?'

&N Tna NG DR HTonT Povh-me A fr-me Fihn o 1
(O) 1B TIVT oYM
11. And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock with his rod

twice; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation drank,
and their cattle.

TR '8 oEiaRT-ND {1 Sihx-br) - i mann 12
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12. And YHVH said unto Moses and Aaron: 'Because ye believed not in
Me, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye
shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.'

mI YR TET-my SxR-D agn-owx Aewa o Ml s
®)

13. These are the waters of Meribah, where the children of Israel
strove with the LORD, and He was sanctified in them.

=<=® Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses @&

In the fourth reading (7%, aliyah), Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom
asking him to allow the Israelites to cross Edom, without passing through
fields or vineyards, and without drinking water from wells. But the Edomites
would not let the Israelites pass through, and turned out in heavy force to block
their way, and the Israelites turned away.
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14. And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom:
'Thus saith thy brother Israel: Thou knowest all the travail that hath
befallen us;

oy R W E T DEnD SPH marn WiEy 1T 15
SHAEEE)
15. how our fathers went down into Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a
long time; and the Egyptians dealt ill with us, and our fathers;
7T SO NN R MR WER pabn im-by pui 6
T SR Tp WS NN
16. and when we cried unto the LORD, He heard our voice, and sent

an angel, and brought us forth out of Egypt; and, behold, we are in
Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border.

SXIT R AEE NP D93 FRT Nabi XD ARND Ni-FnIYE 7
tmloms ~Spi-N T DAt friss X3 54 Tomi 77
17. Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy land; we will not pass
through field or through vineyard, neither will we drink of the water of
the wells; we will go along the king's highway, we will not turn aside to
the right hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy border.'
PNTRD NN SME-19 F YEp XD DI Yo ANy 18
18. And Edom said unto him: 'Thou shalt not pass through me, lest I
come out with the sword against thee.’
e R T ama-mN Hps Tona Bxtr-s v vuaNn 19
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19. And the children of Israel said unto him: 'We will go up by the
highway; and if we drink of thy water, I and my cattle, then will I give
the price thereof; let me only pass through on my feet; there is no
hurt.'
IR T3 93D TPD RS BT REM b KD MaNn 20
20. And he said: 'Thou shalt not pass through.' And Edom came out
against him with much people, and with a strong hand.
@ oyp SN o omia op SN i D | e 21
21. Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border;
wherefore Israel turned away from him.
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=<9 Aliya: Fifth-Hod-Aaron 9= o=
== When combined, Aliya: Third, Tiferet, Jacob @EL>=

In the fifth reading (77°%v, aliyah), at Mount Hor, God told Moses and Aaron:
"Let Aaron be gathered to his kin: he is not to enter the land that | have
assigned to the Israelite people, because you disobeyed my command about
the waters of Meribah." Moses took Aaron and his son Eleazar up on Mount
Hor, and there he stripped Aaron of his vestments and put them on Eleazar,
and Aaron died there. The Israelites mourned Aaron 30 days. The king of Arad
engaged the Israelites in battle and took some of them captive. The Israelites
vowed that if God gave them victory, they would destroy Arad. God delivered
up the Canaanites, and the Israelites killed them and destroyed their cities,
calling the place Hormah. The people grew restive and spoke against God and
Moses, so God let loose serpents that killed many of the Israelites. The people
came to Moses, admitted their sin by speaking against God, and asked Moses
to intercede with God to take away the serpents, and Moses did so. God told
Moses to mount a Nehushtan, or bronze serpent figure, on a pole, saying: "If
anyone who is bitten looks at it, he shall recover."

(T W AOE-52 SRa-is Wan waRm wen 2
22. And they journeyed from Kadesh; and the children of Israel, even
the whole congregation, came unto mount Hor.
=TI 13357 T T3 - TER-0N T vaNn 23
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23. And YHVH spoke unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the
border of the land of Edom, saying:
SN SR T T PIRG-DN N2 ¥R 7R map-Dx i e, 24
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24. 'Aaron shall be gathered unto his people; for he shall not enter
into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, because ye
rebelled against My word at the waters of Meribah.

T T i DY S EN- PNy, 25
25. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount
Hor.

() 2 gon-my ST Y-y CTN-me bR 26
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26. And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his
son; and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there.'

TIPE-02 W T oy e i i e me i 27
27. And Moses did as YHVH commanded; and they went up into
mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation.
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28. And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon
Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount; and
Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount.

R 52 o Db fNx-mx 1930 IR V1 P fpn-D e 29
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29. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they
wept for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel.

Chapter: 21
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1. And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who dwelt in the South, heard

tell that Israel came by the way of Atharim; and he fought against
Israel, and took some of them captive.

TR T RRT-TY W TN e S T DR 2 2
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2. And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said: 'If Thou wilt
indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy
their cities.'

DEPY-TINY TN T SERN-m I DR Din i phin 3
(9) TR0 DIPRI-TY XIPN
3. And YHVH hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the

Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities; and the
name of the place was called Hormah.

-85 RRm DX PIN-TX 5390 md-D 777 HTg e won 4
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4. And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, to

compass the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became
impatient because of the way.
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5. And the people spoke against God, and against Moses: 'Wherefore
have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there
is no bread, and there is no water; and our soul loatheth this light
bread.'

~Ti T Tp- DR DT DT M THS T N 6
SR 37

6. And YHVH sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people; and much people of Israel died.

Soamn q51 S AT ARBY yaNn Fin-bx oy Nan 7
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7. And the people came to Moses, and said: 'We have sinned, because
we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the
LORD, that He take away the serpents from us.' And Moses prayed for
the people.

=52 T oY X W) g T Ak mEn-Dy nim vanh g
PN N T
8. And YHVH said unto Moses: 'Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it

upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten,
when he seeth it, shall live.'

- PmE wi-ox fim Sim-Dp iy mts o min win 9
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9. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and set it upon the pole; and it

came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he looked
unto the serpent of brass, he lived.

=m0 Aliya: Sixth-Yessod-Joseph @& =>=

In the sixth reading (;7°%», aliyah), the Israelites traveled on to Oboth, lje-abarim,
the valley of Zered, the other side of the Arnon, Beer, Mattanah, Nahaliel,
Bamoth, and the field of Moab, by the top of Mount Pisgah.

riENG WM DRI 13 N 10
10. And the children of Israel journeyed, and pitched in Oboth.
R SRR gDy NP N3RS TSET M3 BinLAENR Hon 11
R
11. And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at [je-abarim, in the
wilderness which is in front of Moab, toward the sun-rising.
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12. From thence they journeyed, and pitched in the valley of Zered.
"D AR DI NPT 5T N fiE NS B bt Sobn 13
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13. From thence they journeyed, and pitched on the other side of the
Arnon, which is in the wilderness, that cometh out of the border of the

Amorites. --For Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the
Amorites;

DROMT-IN T Siemy TET e ges A, jR-br 14

AN
14. wherefore it is said in the book of the Wars of the LORD: Vaheb in
Suphah, and the valleys of Arnon,

3 Dras wiEh A mah aio s o TR 18
15. And the slope of the valleys that inclineth toward the seat of Ar,
and leaneth upon the border of Moab.--
TY-my Hon FEnD Hi vax R Wah N HNe o e
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16. And from thence to Beer; that is the well whereof YHVH said unto
Moses: 'Gather the people together, and I will give them water.'

FTR—8Y NG Rl FINGT T DR Y iy 17

17. Then sang Israel this song: Spring up, O well--sing ye unto it--
NET DEYPRI PRIAD oy R T S 5En RS 18
ahigiel
18. The well, which the princes digged, which the nobles of the people

delved, with the sceptre, and with their staves. And from the
wilderness to Mattanah;

sz oxorim oxAoMS iman 19
19. and from Mattanah to Nahaliel; and from Nahaliel to Bamoth;
d9-bY F9RYH THDRT WX SRi TTRT YR NI maIm 20
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20. and from Bamoth to the valley that is in the field of Moab, by the
top of Pisgah, which looketh down upon the desert.
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=<==29 Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David ©&=<>=

=== \When combined, Aliya: Fourth, Netzach, Moses OC=swms

In the seventh reading (7>, aliyah), the Israelites sent messengers to Sihon, king
of the Amorites, asking that he allow them to pass through his country, without
entering the fields or vineyards, and without drinking water from wells. But Sihon
would not let Israel pass through his territory and engaged the Israelites in battle.
The Israelites defeated the Amorites and took possession of their land and towns.

Then the Israelites marched on, and King Og of Bashan engaged them in battle.
The Israelites defeated his forces and took possession of his country. The
Israelites then marched to the steppes of Moab, across the Jordan River from
Jericho.

TPAND RRT-TRR oy wixm by vhn 21

21. And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites,
saying:

'p"t: N3 R OTYl N‘v nﬂ::'\ aTva 'vbi NB ::-m: J73YR 22
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22. 'Let me pass through thy land; we will not turn aside into field, or
into vineyard; we will not drink of the water of the wells; we will go by
the king's highway, until we have passed thy border.'

&7 Pap-o-mg o fonm fooiz Had xr-my firo - 23
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23. And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border; but
Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into
the wilderness, and came to Jahaz; and he fought against Israel.

E=Ty FE-Ty e ENems W Sa-gh S e 24
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24. And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed

his land from the Arnon unto the Jabbok, even unto the children of
Ammon; for the border of the children of Ammon was strong.

T My-23 DX 2w dox bn-o mx DR g 25
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25. And Israel took all these cities; and Israel dwelt in all the cities of
the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the towns thereof.
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26. For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who
had fought against the former king of Moab, and taken all his land out
of his hand, even unto the Arnon.

HITTD Wy ($2m TR0 (SN WS Dwn Ty fp-by 27
27. Wherefore they that speak in parables say: Come ye to Heshbon!
let the city of Sihon be built and established!
bops =S¥ty Hpox fire mpn maTh HEPNR M x-D 28
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28. For a fire is gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon; it
hath devoured Ar of Moab, the lords of the high places of Arnon.
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29. Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of Chemosh; he
hath given his sons as fugitives, and his daughters into captivity, unto
Sihon king of the Amorites.
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30. We have shot at them--Heshbon is perished--even unto Dibon,

and we have laid waste even unto Nophah, which reacheth unto
Medeba.

DhaNT PN DR S a1
31. Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.
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32. And Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they took the towns thereof,
and drove out the Amorites that were there.
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33. And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan; and Og the
king of Bashan went out against them, he and all his people, to battle
at Edrei.

Aliya: Maftir
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34. And YHVH said unto Moses: 'Fear him not; for I have delivered
him into thy hand, and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do
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to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at
Heshbon.'
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35. So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there
was none left him remaining; and they possessed his land.

Chapter: 22
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1. And the children of Israel journeyed, and pitched in the plains of
Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho.
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- End of Parasha -
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