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Korach is the 38th weekly Torah portion (7275, parashah) in the annual
Jewish cycle of Torah reading and the fifth in the Book of Numbers. It tells of
Korah's failed attempt to overthrow Moses.

It constitutes Numbers 16:1-18:32. The parashah is made up of 5,325
Hebrew letters, 1,409 Hebrew words, 95 verses, and 184 lines in a Torah
Scroll (77717 759, Sefer Torah). Jews generally read it in June or July.

=% Aliya: Kohen-Chessed-Abraham ¢&<>=

In the first reading (7°%, aliyah), the Levite Korah son of Izhar joined with
the Reubenites Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On, son of Peleth and
250 chieftains of the Israelite community to rise up against Moses. Korah
and his band asked Moses and Aaron why they placed themselves above the
rest of the community, for the entire congregation is holy. Moses told Korah
and his band to take their fire pans and put fire and incense on them before
God. Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, but they refused to come.

Chapter: 16
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1. Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi,
with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of
Pallu, the son of Reuben, made themselves ready,
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2. And came before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel,
two hundred and fifty chiefs of the people, men of good name who
had a place in the meeting of the people.
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3. They came together against Moses and against Aaron, and said
to them, You take overmuch on yourselves, seeing that all the
people are holy, every one of them, and YHVH is among them; why
then have you put yourselves in authority over the people of the
Lord?
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4. And Moses, hearing this, went down on his face;
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5. And he said to Korah and his band, In the morning YHVH will
make clear who are his, and who is holy, and who may come near
him: the man of his selection will be caused to come near him.
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6. So do this: let Korah and all his band take vessels for burning
perfumes;
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7. And put spices on the fire in them before YHVH tomorrow; then
the man marked out by YHVH will be holy: you take overmuch on
yourselves, you sons of Levi.
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8. And Moses said to Korah, Give ear now, you sons of Levi:
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9. Does it seem only a small thing to you that the God of Israel has
made you separate from the rest of Israel, letting you come near
himself to do the work of the House of the Lord, and to take your
place before the people to do what has to be done for them;
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10. Letting you, and all your brothers the sons of Levi, come near to
him? and would you now be priests?
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11. So you and all your band have come together against the Lord;
and Aaron, who is he, that you are crying out against him?
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12. Then Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: and
they said, We will not come up:

=2 N3TR2 WTR W S5y MRt P Nabph e bpea 13
(D) TYE-1) Wb s
13. Is it not enough that you have taken us from a land flowing

with milk and honey, to put us to death in the waste land, but now
you are desiring to make yourself a chief over us?
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In the second reading (7°%», aliyah), the next day, Korah and his band took
their fire pans and gathered the whole community against Moses and Aaron
at the entrance of the Tabernacle.
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14. And more than this, you have not taken us into a land flowing
with milk and honey, or given us a heritage of fields and vine-
gardens: will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come
up.
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15. Then Moses was very angry, and said to the Lord, Give no
attention to their offering: not one of their asses have I taken, or
done wrong to any of them.
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16. And Moses said to Korah, You and all your band are to come
before YHVH tomorrow, you and they and Aaron:
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17. And let every man take a vessel for burning perfumes, and put
sweet spices in them; let every man take his vessel before the Lord,
two hundred and fifty vessels; you and Aaron and everyone with his
vessel.
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18. So every man took his vessel and they put fire in them, with
spices, and came to the door of the Tent of meeting with Moses and
Aaron.
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19. And Korah made all the people come together against them to
the door of the Tent of meeting: and the glory of YHVH was seen by
all the people.
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In the third reading (77°%v, aliyah), the Presence of the Lord appeared to the
whole community, and God told Moses and Aaron to stand back so that God
could annihilate the others. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces and
implored God not to punish the whole community. God told Moses to
instruct the community to move away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram, and they did so, while Dathan, Abiram, and their families stood at
the entrance of their tents. Moses told the Israelites that if these men were to
die of natural causes, then God did not send Moses, but if God caused the
earth to swallow them up, then these men had spurned God. Just as Moses
finished speaking, the earth opened and swallowed them, their households,
and all Korah's people, and the Israelites fled in terror. And a fire consumed
the 250 men offering the incense. God told Moses to order Eleazar the priest
to remove the fire pans — as they had become sacred — and have them
made into plating for the altar to remind the Israelites that no one other than
Aaron's offspring should presume to offer incense to God. The next day, the
whole Israelite community railed against Moses and Aaron for bringing
death upon God's people. A cloud covered the Tabernacle and the God's
Presence appeared.
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20. And YHVH said to Moses and Aaron,
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21. Come out from among this people, so that I may send sudden
destruction on them.

R e R a5 mimng xR rvann niin-oy Toan 22
(®) o Y2 S

22. Then falling down on their faces they said, O God, the God of
the spirits of all flesh, because of one man's sin will your wrath be
moved against all the people?
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23. And YHVH said to Moses,
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24, Say to the people, Come away from the tent of Korah Dathan,
and Abiram.

DN 1 PONN 155 TYINY TSN 1 T o) 25

25. So Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the
responsible men of Israel went with him.
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26. And he said to the people, Come away now from the tents of
these evil men, without touching anything of theirs, or you may be
taken in the punishment of their sins.
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27. So on every side they went away from the tent of Korah Dathan,
and Abiram: and Dathan and Abiram came out to the door of their
tents, with their wives and their sons and their little ones.
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28. And Moses said, Now you will see that YHVH has sent me to do
all these works, and I have not done them of myself.
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29. If these men have the common death of men, or if the natural

fate of all men overtakes them, then YHVH has not sent me.
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30. But if YHVH does something new, opening the earth to take
them in, with everything which is theirs, and they go down living
into the underworld, then it will be clear to you that YHVH has not
been honoured by these men.
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31. And while these words were on his lips, the earth under them
was parted in two;
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32. And the earth, opening her mouth, took them in, with their
families, and all the men who were joined to Korah, and their goods.
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33. So they and all theirs went down living into the underworld,
and the earth was shut over them, and they were cut off from
among the meeting of the people.
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34. And all Israel round about them went in flight at their cry, For
fear, said they, that we go down into the heart of the earth.
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35. Then fire came out from the Lord, burning up the two hundred
and fifty men who were offering the perfume.

Chapter: 17
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1. And YHVH said to Moses,
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2. Say to the children of Israel that they are to give you rods, one for
every family, for every chief, the head of his father's house, making
twelve rods; let every man's name be placed on his rod.

mak TNg RN ok 1Y ofveis HoRT TRbLUT MM R 3

3. And let Aaron's name be placed on the rod of Levi: for there is to
be one rod for the head of every family.
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4. And let them be stored up in the Tent of meeting, in front of the
ark of witness where I come to you.
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5. And the rod of that man who is marked out by me for myself will

have buds on it; so I will put a stop to the outcries which the
children of Israel make to me against you.
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6. So Moses gave these orders to the children of Israel, and all their
chiefs gave him rods, one for the head of every family, making
twelve rods: and Aaron's rod was among them.
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7. And Moses put the rods before YHVH in the Tent of witness.
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8. Now on the day after, Moses went into the Tent of witness; and
he saw that Aaron's rod, the rod of the house of Levi, had put out
buds, and was covered with buds and flowers and fruit.

=== Aliya: Fourth-Netzach-Moses @& ==

In the fourth reading (775, aliyah), God told Moses to remove himself and
Aaron from the community, so that God might annihilate them, and they fell
on their faces.Moses told Aaron to take the fire pan, put fire from the altar
and incense on it, and take it to the community to make expiation for them
and to stop a plague that had begun, and Aaron did so. Aaron stood between
the dead and the living and halted the plague, but not before 14,700 had
died. Fifth reading — Numbers 17:16-24
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9. Then Moses took out all the rods from before the Lord, and gave
them back to the children of Israel: and they saw them, and every
man took his rod.
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10. And YHVH said to Moses, Put Aaron's rod back in front of the
ark of witness, to be kept for a sign against this false-hearted
people, so that you may put a stop to their outcries against me, and
death may not overtake them.
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11. This Moses did: as YHVH gave orders, so he did.
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12. And the children of Israel said to Moses, Truly, destruction has
come on us; an evil fate has overtaken us all.
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13. Death will overtake everyone who comes near, who comes near
the House of the Lord: are we all to come to destruction?
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15.
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In the fifth reading (7°%», aliyah), God told Moses to collect a staff from the
chieftain of each of the 12 tribes, inscribe each man's name on his staff,
inscribe Aaron's name on the staff of Levi, and deposit the staffs in the Tent
of Meeting. The next day, Moses entered the Tent and Aaron's staff had
sprouted, blossomed, and borne almonds.
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Main article: Priestly covenant

In the sixth reading (;7°%, aliyah), God instructed Moses to put Aaron's staff
before the Ark of the Covenant to be kept as a lesson to rebels to end their
mutterings against God.But the Israelites cried to Moses, "We are doomed to
perish!" God spoke to Aaron and said that he and his dynasty would be
responsible for the Tent of Meeting and the priesthood and accountable for
anything which went wrong in the performance of their priestly duties. God
assigned the Levites to Aaron to aid in the performance of these duties. God
prohibited any outsider from intruding on the priests as they discharged the
duties connected with the Shrine, on pain of death. And God gave Aaron and
the priests all the sacred donations and first fruits as a perquisite for all time
for them and their families to eat. And God gave them the oil, wine, grain.
God's covenant with the Aaronic priesthood was described as a ‘covenant of
salt’, but God also told Aaron that the priests would have no territorial share
among the Israelites, as God was their portion and their share.
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Chapter:

1. And YHVH said to Aaron, You and your sons and your father's
family are to be responsible for all wrongdoing in relation to the
holy place: and you and your sons are to be responsible for the
errors which come about in your work as priests.
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2. Let your brothers, the family of Levi, come near with you, so that
they may be joined with you and be your servants: but you and
your sons with you are to go in before the ark of witness.
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3. They are to do your orders and be responsible for the work of the
Tent; but they may not come near the vessels of the holy place or
the altar, so that death may not overtake them or you.
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4. They are to be joined with you in the care of the Tent of meeting,
doing whatever is needed for the Tent: and no one of any other
family may come near you.
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5. You are to be responsible for the holy place and the altar, so that

wrath may never again come on the children of Israel.
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6. Now, see, | have taken your brothers the Levites from among the
children of Israel: they are given to you and to the Lord, to do the
work of the Tent of meeting.
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7. And you and your sons with you are to be responsible as priests
for the altar and everything on it, and everything inside the veil; you
are to do the work of priests; I have given you your position as
priests; and any other man who comes near will be put to death.
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8. And YHVH said to Aaron, See, I have given into your care my
lifted offerings; even all the holy things of the children of Israel I
have given to you and to your sons as your right for ever, because
you have been marked with the holy oil.
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9. This is to be yours of the most holy things, out of the fire
offerings; every offering of theirs, every meal offering and sin-
offering, and every offering which they make on account of error, is
to be most holy for you and your sons.
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10. As most holy things they are to be your food: let every male have
them for food; it is to be holy to you.
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11. And this is yours: the lifted offering which they give and all the
wave offerings of the children of Israel I have given to you and to
your sons and to your daughters as your right for ever: everyone in
your house who is clean may have them for food.
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12. All the best of the oil and the wine and the grain, the first-fruits
of them which they give to the Lord, to you have I given them.
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13. The earliest produce from their land which they take to YHVH is

to be yours; everyone in your house who is clean may have it for his
food.
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14. Everything given by oath to YHVH in Israel is to be yours.
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15. The first birth of every living thing which is offered to the Lord,
of man or beast, is to be yours; but for the first sons of man
payment is to be made, and for the ﬁrst young of unclean beasts.
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16. Payment is to be made for these when they are a month old, at
the value fixed by you, a price of five shekels by the scale of the holy
place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel.
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17. But no such payment may be made for the first birth of an ox or
a sheep or a goat; these are holy: their blood is to be dropped on the
altar, and their fat burned for an offering made by fire, a sweet
smell to the Lord.
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18. Their flesh is to be yours; like the breast of the wave offering and
the right leg, it is to be yours.
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19. All the lifted offerings of the holy things which the children of
Israel give to the Lord, I have given to you and to your sons and to
your daughters as a right for ever. This is an agreement made with
salt before the Lord, to you and to your seed for ever.
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20. And YHVH said to Aaron, You will have no heritage in their

land, or any part among them; I am your part and your heritage
among the children of Israel.

===@ Aliya: Seventh-Malchut-King David ®&=<=>=

In the seventh reading (77, aliyah), God gave the Levites all the tithes in
Israel as their share in return for the services of the Tent of Meeting, but
they too would have no territorial share among the Israelites. God told
Moses to instruct the Levites to set aside one-tenth of the tithes they received
as a gift to God.
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21. And to the children of Levi I have given as their heritage all the
tenths offered in Israel, as payment for the work they do, the work
of the Tent of meeting.
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22. In future the children of Israel are not to come near the Tent of
meeting, so that death may not come to them because of sin.
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23. But the Levites are to do the work of the Tent of meeting, and be
responsible for errors in connection with it: this is a law for ever
through all your generations; and among the children of Israel they
will have no heritage.
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24. For the tenths which the children of Israel give as a lifted
offering to YHVH I have given to the Levites as their heritage. and so
[ have said to them, Among the children of Israel they will have no
heritage.
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25. And YHVH said to Moses,
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26. Say to the Levites, When you take from the children of Israel

the tenth which I have given to you from them as your heritage, a

tenth part of that tenth is to be offered as an offering lifted up
before the Lord.
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27. And this lifted offering is to be put to your credit as if it was
grain from the grain-floor and wine from the vines.
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28. So you are to make an offering lifted up to YHVH from all the

tenths which you get from the children of Israel, giving out of it the
Lord's lifted offering to Aaron the priest.
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29. From everything given to you, let the best of it, the holy part of
it, be offered as a lifted offering to the Lord.
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30. Say to them, then, When the best of it is lifted up on high, it is
to be put to the account of the Levites as the increase of the grain-
floor and of the place where the grapes are crushed.
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31. It is to be your food, for you and your families in every place: it
is your reward for your work in the Tent of meeting.
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32. And no sin will be yours on account of it, when the best of it has

been lifted up on high; you are not to make a wrong use of the holy
things of the children of Israel, so that death may not overtake you.

(399

- End of Parasha -
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